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Pharmacopoeia, Oleum 


ibler 


DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES MEN 
ORGANIZING. 


OR some time past considerable dis- 
satisfaction has existed among the 
jobbers of druggists’ prescription 

and liquor bottlers’ ware regarding 
sales by manufacturers at best prices 
to parties not known as_ recog- 
nized jobbers, and _ various’ efforts 
have been put forth from time to 
time to adjust matters. The manufac- 
turers have not failed to recognize the 
fact that the jobbers have had a real cause 
for grievance in the sale of single case 
lots to consumers at the best jobbers’ 
price, and the initiative in a movement 
looking to an adjustment of the questions 
at issue, came from the manufacturers 
who the week before last called a confer- 
ence meeting of the representatives of 
the leading firms of manufacturers and 
jobbersfora discussion of ways and means 
of settling the differences between the two 
branches. The meeting was held at the 
Astor House and among the measures 
proposed for the benefit of the jobber was 
the establishment of a rebate list, such 
as is in operation among the manufac- 
turers of proprietary medicines. The job- 
bers would be satisfied if the manufac- 
turers would advance their list price and 
make a corresponding increase in their 
discounts to recognized dealers; the sale 
of goods to consumers being at the same 
time restricted to lotsamounting to $2,500 
or upwards. While nothing definite was 
accomplished at this meeting outside of 
an agreement arrived at among the job- 
bers to form an organization to secure 
certain concessions from the manufac- 
turers, the benefits likely to result from 
the coming together of the two branches 
of trade cannot be overestimated. Some 
progress has been made in the direction 
of forming a permanent association of 
the jobbers, a temporary organization 
having been effected and committees ap- 
pointed. A Committee on Relations with 
the Manufacturers, composed of six mem- 
bers and representing the three cities of 
New York, Philadelphia and Boston, two 
members being appointed from each city, 


one to represent the liquor dealers’ glass- 
ware interests and the other the drug- 
gists’ prescription ware jobbers, is active- 
ly at work, and results may be looked for 
at an early date, since many of the lead- 
ing jobbers are determined in the event 
of the manufacturers refusing to accede to 
their request for a new list price to start 
factories of their own. 

A majority of the dealers in druggists’ 
glassware also handle druggists’ sundries 
and in scarcely any line of business has 
the need for organization and mutual un- 
derstanding for the advancement of the 
business interests of the various firms 
been felt so badly as in this. It was nat- 
ural, therefore, that the opportunity pre- 
sented by the meeting of the manufactur- 
ers and jobbers should not be lost. A 
discussion of the evils connected with 
the competition among druggists’ sun- 
dries jobbers was inevitable where any 
number of representatives of the firms in- 
terested were gathered together. The 
druggists’ sundries jobbers became con- 
vinced that some form of agreement 
among themselves was necessary if irreg- 
ularities in prices were to be remedied, 
and so they decided to form themselves 
into an organization, 

One of the chief complaints made by 
jobbers of this class of goods is of the 
tactics carried out by the retail dealer 
who “plays off” the representative of one 
firm against another in the matter of 
price quotations. The jobbers hope to be 
able to circumvent any maneuvers of this 
kind through the new organization. A 
uniform scale of prices will probably be 
established at once, and any reports of 
deviations from this scale will be prompt- 
ly reported to headquarters, where an ex- 
planation will have to be forthcoming. 
This may work a hardship to the enter- 
prising druggist who believes in buying 
closely, and that all tactics are fair in bus- 
iness, but the jobbers complain that they 
have about reached the limit of their en- 
durance, and are determined to protect 
themselves against what they consider 
unfair business methods. Then the busi- 
ness in rubber goods particularly has not 
been very remunerative during the past 
few years, for while the price of crude 
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and manufactured rubber has advanced 
steadily in price of late, retail buy- 
ers do not seem willing to Pay 
any higher prices, and_ the 

bers have not realized _ the 

on sales which they feel they are entitled 
to. A general advance in values to the re- 
tail trade may be shortly announced. The 
firms who have agreed to perfect an or- 
ganization looking to the protection of 
their interests include every one of any 
prominence in this city. 


AN APPEAL WORTHY OF 
SUPPORT. 


HE Hon. James Wilson, Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, in his annual 
report to Congress, urges the ap- 

propriation by the Government of $10,- 
ooo for the scientific investigation of the 
native drug plants of the United States. 
The portion of Secretary Wilson’s report 
dealing with this subject is given below, 
and we would ask every reader to at once 
write to his Congressman at Washington 
urging the appropriation of the money 


asked for, since there is no question that 
through such action many new and valu- 
able plants will be discovered to enrich 
our materia medica: 

The collection of native drug plants in 
the United States, considered from a 
purely financial standpoint, aside from 
medical and humanitarian aspects, in- 


volves the expenditure of millions of dol- 


lars annually. The commercial extermi- 
nation of some of the most useful species 
is already threatened, and doubtless oth- 
ers would be found in the same condi- 
tions were the facts known. The price of 
one native plant, ginseng, our exports of 
which average more than a million dol- 
lars annually, has more than quadrupled 
in the past thirty years, so that its culti- 
vation, as urged four years ago by this 
Department, has now become profitable. 
It is clear from this and many similar 
cases that the native drug industry is ca- 
pable of either decline or improvement, 
according to the way in which we handle 


‘The Pan-American Medical Congress 
has recently submitted to me a proposi- 
tion to co-operate with this Department 
in a technical and statistical investigation 
and classificaion of our native drug plants. 
By accepting this proposal we shall se- 
cure, in a research of which we have long 
felt the need, the cordial assistance and 
support of an influential association of 
learned physicians; we shall encourage 
each of the other American nations, all of 
which are represented in the Pan-Ameri- 
can Medical Congress, to proceed with a 
similar investigation of their own medical 
flora; we shall furnish a basis for the re- 
munerative employment of much land and 
many people, and we shall stimulate the 
growth and growing trade in drugs be- 
tween the countries of North America 
and South America. I urge the appro- 
priation of $10,000 to enable this Depart- 
ment to co-operate in this investigation. 

No additional argument than the above 
would seem to be needed to convince 
pharmacists of the importance to medi- 
cine and pharmacy of the work contem- 
plated, and we trust that our recommen- 


dation to support Secretary Wilson in his 
appeal for an appropriation will meet 
with the active support of the trade. 

Our readers should be particularly in- 
terested in this movement, since Prof. 
H. H. Rusby, of the New York College 
of Pharmacy, is the chairman of the gen- 
eral commission to be composed of sub- 
commissions from the various countries 
of North and South America. Dr. Rusby 
is also acting as chairman of the United 
States subcommission in the absence of 
Dr. Valerie Havard, U. S. A., who is now 
chief surgeon of the Department of San- 
tiago, and who won the highest praise 
for his work in that department during 
the siege of Santiago. Drs. Rusby and 
Havard were selected for the important 
posts which they hold at the last meeting 
of the Pan-American Medical Congress, 
which was held in the City of Mexico. 
Up to the present time, the United States 
has not taken the lead which it was hoped 
she would do in this matter, and until the 
appropriation is made by Congress and 
the United States subcommission actu- 
ally established, it will be very difficult 
to induce the other governments inter- 
ested to make the necessary appropria- 
tions for carrying on the work in their 
respective countries. The ignorance of 
the botanists concerning the medicinal 
flora of our own country is really sur- 
prising, while almost nothing is known of 
the medicinal flora of many of the South 
American countries. We earnestly urge 
our readers to give this movement all 
possible support. 


THE MODERN DRUG STORE. 


O man of mystery and mixtures! 

Why hide thyself behind the fixtures 
While stirring up those horrid messes 
That cure (?) our bodily distresses? 


Mix not our physic in seclusion; 

We’re not misled by such delusion, 

But rather let us watch the making, 

And know what’s in the stuff we’re taking. 


The above stanzas taken from a pop- 
ular comic journal contain the germ of 
an idea which is well worth the careful 
thought of the man about to fit up a new 
drug store. The day of mysteries and se- 
clusion is past, science is no longer a 
sealed book to the generality of the pub- 
lic, and attempts at mystification and con- 
cealment tend to breed distrust rather 
than to instill awe. Many of the stores 
recently fitted up by advanced pharma- 
cists recognize the advantages attendant 
upon the utmost frankness in dealing with 
the public, and the disadvantages accru- 
ing from an effort to conceal the work- 
ings of the store. There is quite a suf- 
ficient degree of, mystery in the opera- 
tions of the pharmacist to impress the av- 
erage customer without need for the 
pharmacist to endeavor to conceal the 
operations which he carries on. In the 
newest of the prescription drug stores of 
this city, that of W. C. Alpers, which is 
referred to in our news columns, the 
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public is taken completely into the confi- 
dence of the pharmacist without any ef- 
fort whatever at concealment. The air of 
quiet elegance which pervades this estab- 
lishment will, we feel confident, be much 
more impressive than any amount of se- 
crecy imposed by the erection of barriers 
around the prescription case. The day 
of the Shakespearean apothecary is long 
past and the successful up-to-date phar- 
macist is as completely the antithesis of 
the lean and hungry apothecary with 
“beggarly array of empty boxes” as is the 
Wall street banker the antithesis of Shy- 
lock in- phylactery and gabardine. 

But it is not only in retiring behind his 
fixtures that the pharmacist stands in his 
own light. He should not only come out 
from behind his fixtures, but should fre- 
quently come out from his drug store into 
public life and discharge his duties as a 
citizen by taking an active part in the 
public affairs of the community. The aver- 
age druggist will say that he has no time 
for politics or philanthrophy, for science, 
or for literature, but in this he errs, for 
the time devoted to participation in pub- 
lic affairs along right lines is far from 
wasted from a merely business point of 
view. He will meet in public life many 
possible patrons; his activity in move- 
ments for the improvement of the condi- 
tions of the community in which he lives 
will win him the respect and regard of 
many people with whom he does not 
come into personal contact, and all of this 
will have a salutary effect upon his busi- 
ness. 

Leaving aside, however, immediate 
monetary considerations pharmacists 
should not lose sight of the obligation 
which rests on them in common with all 
good citizens of looking after the welfare 
of the State and doing everything that 
lies in their power to elevate and improve 
themselves and every one with whom 
they come in contact. They should so live 
and act as to furnish a constant refutation 
to the slanders which have so long been 
circulated charging the druggist with be- 
ing a narrow minded cheat lying in wait 
to rob his fellows by exorbitant charges 
in their hour of need. These charges are 
not brought against the physician, though 
the drug bill never reaches anything like 
the sum paid to the physician, and one 
reason why this is true is that physicians 
at large are more progressive and wide- 
minded and are in more intimate con- 
tact with the higher civic movements 
than are the retail druggists as a class. 


We make all necessary illustrations for 
the Prize Essay Department, and assist 
the young writer in every way possible 
to present the subject of his essay in 
clear and attractive form. Send a de- 
scription of any time-saving device with 
a rough sketch to the Prize Essay De- 
partment. A prize of $5 in gold is 
awarded fortnightly. 
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Revision of the Pharmacopoeia. 


: OLEUM AETHEREUM. 





Heavy Oil of Wine An Ambiguous Product. 


No Requirements of Value Prescribed in the Pharmacopoeia—Product 
of Different Manufacturers Varies in Quality and Price—Exami- 
nation of Some Samples—Real Heavy Oil of Wine Not Obtain- 


able. 


The Residue in Ether Manufacture the Common Source of Ethereal Oil. 


By Lyman F. Kester, Pu. G., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


HERE is probably not another ar- 
ticle of the Pharmacopoeia which 
invilves so much ambiguity as 

heavy oil of wine. It is not the writer’s 
purpose to elucidate the matter, but to 
call attention to the present available ma- 
terial. The 1890 Pharmacopoeia gives a 
method for making ethereal oil, and the 
oil is described as consisting of a mixture 
of equal parts of heavy oil of wine and 
ether. No requirements of any value are 
prescribed for the ethereal oil, excepting 
the specific gravity. The probable reason 
for this is that no two manufacturers can 
produce identically the same kind of 
heavy oil of wine. And even the same 
manufacturer is unable to produce abso- 
lutely the same article twice in succes- 
sion. The general experience of all op- 
erators has been that a little variation of 
temperature may cause a variation of 
more nan 300 per cent. in the ultimate 
yield. 


The Yield from Alcohol. 

The yield of heavy oil of wine by any 
process is at best very small, an ounce 
per two-thirds of a gallon of alcohol 
being very good. This of course imme- 
diately fixes the price at about $2.50 per 
ounce. On referring to the various price 
lists, we find it quoted at about $4.00 per 
pound. This vast difference in price is 
enough to make any one revolve the mat- 
ter in his mind. 

During the past few years the writer 
has examined samples collected from va- 
rious sources, fully representing the arti- 
cle available in the United States. The 
accompanying table contains the results 
of these examinations: 
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1This article was sent for heavy oil of wine. 
The above table plainly shows that all 


of the samples, with one exception, are 
practically alike, and probably have a 
common source, viz.: the residue in the 
manufacture of ether. Number 3 was 
ethereal oil, but that it should carbonize 
at 150 degrees C. was quite surprising. 
The boiling points vary somewhat, but 
this may be due to the fact that one man- 
ufacturer collects the distillate coming 
over between certain temperatures, while 
another manufacturer collects between 
other temperatures. The distillates from 
Numbers 3 and 7 separated into two 
distinct layers, the lower colorless, the 
upper light yellow. They would not mix 
even after thorough and repeated agita- 
tions. The odor of all samples also va- 
ried to some extent. 


Requirements Differ. 


According to the U. S. P. directions, 
heavy oil of wine should distil between 
150 and 160 degrees C. Merck’s Index 
says, boils at 280 degrees C. The spe- 
cific gravity varies from 1.065 to 1.135 at 
15 degrees C. No two investigators hold 
the same views as to its composition. Ac- 
cording to these constants and the data 
in the above table, it would seem that the 
real heavy oil of wine is obtainable only 
when specially made to order. 

J. Ch. Sawer, in his “Odorographia,” 
second series, page 369 et seq., under the 
caption of “Ferment Oils,” reviews heavy 
oil of wine quite fully. Additional useful 
literature is as follows: L. Diehl, Proc. 
Am. Pharm. Assoc., 12, p. 309, and F. B. 
Power, Pharm. Rundschau, Am., Nov., 
1891. With the above references almost 
all existing literature can easily be found. 


Laboratory, Smith, Kline & French Company, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Marble as a Standardizer.—Catford 
(Chemist and Druggist, January 13) 
recommends the use of marble as a stand- 
ardizer in preference to sodium carbon- 
ate on account of its greater permanency 
of composition. Sodium carbonate must be 
carefully ignited each time before using. 
He proposes to powder a considerable 
quantity of any available marble, say sev- 
eral pounds, accurately determine its neu- 
tralizing power and to use this instead 
of sodium carbonate. The figures once 
determined remain unchanged as the mar- 
ble is not acted on by the air as is the 
case with the sodium salt. 


NOTE.—This is the fifth article in a series contributed for publication in the American 
Druggist. The first article’appeared in the number for November 25, 1899. 


THE THEORY OF IMMUNITY. 





Cytogenic and Haemotegenic Im- 
munity. 





BASIC BISMUTH SALICYLATE. 





Improved Formulas for Pharmacopial 
Preparations. 


HE principal paper presented at the 
regular monthly meeting of the 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, held 
on Jan. 16, told of the wonders of the 
micro-organisms which have to do with 
the fascinating and imperfectly under- 
stood subject of immunity. The meeting 
was presided over by William McIntyre, 
a member of the college and president of 
the Philadelphia Retail Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation. 
Joseph McFarland, best known 
perhaps as the author of a work on bacte- 
riology and pathology, was present, and 


made a specially interesting address on 
the subject, 


Immunity—What It Is, and Upon What 
Does It Depend? 

Dr. McFarland said that in the sense in 
which the term is ordinarily employed, 
immunity means resistance to disease, 
and that when considered in connection 
with micro-organisms the subject may be 
divided into (1) immunity to infection 
and (2) immunity to intoxication. The 
three most important factors to be con- 
sidered in the production of infection are 
(1) the kind of bacteria, (2) the number 
of bacteria, for the greater the number 
present the greater the effect produced, 
and (3) the avenue of entrance of the bac- 
teria; as for example when certain bac- 
teria are introduced through the skin, 
they cause no serious trouble, but if in- 
troduced into the stomach cause disease 
of a dangerous character. The kind of 
soil which the bacteria find is also of im- 
portance. If the individual be in such a 
condition as to favor the development of 
the bacteria introduced into his organism 
he is said to be susceptible to their influ- 
ence; if, however, the conditions are not 
favorable to the growth of the micro-or- 
ganisms then the individual is said to be 
immune. 


Active and Passive Immunity, 

The speaker divided the subject of im- 
munity to infection into two classes, 
namely, active and passive. The former 
class he further differentiated as cyto- 
genic and haematogenic. The active form 
of resistance represents a sort of combat 
between the animal and the bacteria. Ac- 
cording to the cytogenic theory there are 
certain cells in the body which are com- 
paratively free and wander about in re- 
sponse to certain stimuli. These are the 
leucocytes or white blood corpuscles, and 
it is claimed that they have the power of 
destroying bacteria, though their precise 
manner of action has not been definitely 
determined as yet. In accordance with 
the law of chemotaxis certain of these 
cells are attracted to the region infected 
by the bacteria, and it is on this account 
that the leucocytes are looked upon as 
the scavengers of the system. 

According to the haematogenic theory, 
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on the contrary, the blood contains cer- 
tain substances known as alexins, which 
are destructive to bacteria. 

Passive immunity is conferred upon the 
individual by certain substances such as 
antitoxins, comminuted nervous tissue, 
molecular matters, etc., which are pre- 
pared without his influence, but by receiv- 
ing which by hypodermic injection, etc., 
he becomes immune. ‘¢ 

Immunity to intoxication, or the sec- 
ond, general class of immunity, is that re- 
sulting from the tolerance to, or destruc- 
tion of, the toxins liberated by the bac- 
teria, it being maintained by many in- 
vestigators that the toxins are the real 
cause of diseases. 

Lyman F. Kebler, who has been car- 
rying on pharmacopoeial research work 
for some time past, read a paper on 


Basic Bismuth Salicylate. 


Owing to both the acid and phenolic 
character of salicylic acid it is possible to 
prepare two series of salts from it, but 
the product which is most commonly em- 
ployed in medicine, is the basic salt, in 
which the phenolic function of the acid 
is retained. On account of its proneness 
to decompose in the course of manufac- 
ture, considerable allowance has to be 
made for variation in composition of this 
salt. Theoretically, it contains 62.15 per 
cent. of BiO or 64.35 per cent. of Bi:O; 
after ignition. Seven samples were ex- 
amined by the author with the following 
results: The percentage of Bi.O; ranged 
from 61.60 to 66.20. All the samples were 
acid in reaction. The percentage of mois- 
ture ranged from 0.15 to 0.76. Five of the 
samples contained traces of nitrates and 
two a considerable amount. All con- 
tained a trace of chlorides. 
of arsenic were detected by Marsh’s test. 
For the detection of nitrates the author 
found the indigo test to be the most sat- 
isfactory. He found the test of the Brit- 
ish Pharmacopoeia for free salicylic acid 
to be too rigid. 

F. W. Haussmann, having taken up the 
subject of improved formulas for various 
of the official syrups, read a paper sug- 
gesting new methods for the syrups of 
orange, wild cherry and rose. 


Syrup of Orange. 


The principal recommendations made 
in regard to the syrup of orange were 
those of extracting the fresh orange peel 
with alcohol in the cold and after admix- 
ture of the tincture so obtained with the 
precipitated calcium phosphate and a por- 
tion of the sugar and water directed in 
the formula allowing a portion of the al- 
cohol to evaporate spontaneously. 

Syrup of Wild Cherry. 

In commenting on the official process 
for syrup of wild cherry, the author rec- 
ommended that the quantity of glycerin 
be reduced to one-half, that is, in the 
proportion of 75 cc. to 1,000 cc. of finished 

syrup, and that the glycerin be made a 
part of the menstruum, and finally that 
the quantity of sugar be increased from 
700 to 750 grammes. 

A formula was also offered for an ace- 
tous syrup of wild cherry. Syrup contain- 
ing ten per cent. of glycerin and made 
with a one or two per cent. acetic acid 
menstruum, was found to give the best 
satisfaction. 


Syrup of Rose. 


In the preparation of syrup of rose the 
author recommended dissolving a cer- 


Only traces * 


tain proportion of sugar in a solution of 
fluid extract of rose and water to which 
a small quantity of diluted sulphuric acid 
had been added. 

Prof. Henry Kramer read a short com- 
munication by Dr. H. V. Arny, entitled 
“Notes on Beeswax,” and incidentally re- 
marked that Dr. Arny has entirely recov- 
ered from his serious illness of last sum- 
mer. 


Testing Beeswax. 


Having had a sample of beeswax which 
was supposed to contain resin submitted 
to him for examination the author applied 
among other tests the U. S. P. test for 
resin, the result confirming apparently 
the presence of resin. On further inves- 
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tigation it was found, however, that the 
sample contained no resin and that the 
precipitate obtained by adding hydro- 
chloric acid to the solution of the wax in 
15 per cent. soda solution was cellulose, 
which had been dissolved from the paper 
filter by the soda solution. 

Prof. Kraemer exhibited a number of 
samples of commercial arrowroots, viz.: 
Bermuda Montserrat, St. Vincent and 
American and called attention to the fact 
that the Montserrat is as clean and com- 
pares in every way favorably with Ber- 
muda arrowroot. He also said that he 
had been using the Montserrat variety in 
his class work for several years. A sam- 
ple of the latter kind was presented by 
Messrs. Evans and Sons of New York. 








Brief, bright essays on subjects of interest to pharmacists are 
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HOW A COUNTRY DRUG- 
GIST SECURED A PROFIT- 
ABLE TRADE IN BLACK 
PEPPER. 


By C. J. Wore, Lewispurc, Pa. 


N our country town with its adjacent 
farming community quite an impor- 
tant season is the fall “butchering,” 

which begins late in November and runs 
well through December. For weeks be- 
forehand the people, principally the work- 
ing class, discuss the weight of their hogs, 
the quantity of lard and sausage they will 
make and the various methods of curing, 
smoking and pickling hams, shoulders, 
etc. 

The old method of smoking meat was 
to hang it in a smokehouse, and for sev- 
eral weeks to burn under it a slow fire of 
hickory wood. More recently pyroligne- 
ous acid solutions are used, and the out- 
side of the meat is simply washed over. 
A druggist in a nearby town has acquired 
quite a reputation for a preparation of 
this kind, which he calls “Liquid Smoke,” 
and for which he has a profitable sale. Ac- 
cordingly druggists are interested in 


butchering. 
The First Idea. 


Two years ago I determined to make 
an effort to secure the trade for the black 
pepper used in making sausage at this 
butchering time. Previously my annual 
sale of pepper was probably not more 
than twenty-five pounds. The grocers 
seemed to have the pepper trade as well 
as the trade in ground spices. 

One day in passing a grocery store that 
recently had been sold out, I noticed a 
large coffee mill still in the room. An 
idea struck me, I would grind pepper. 
Stepping in, I found the mill almost new 
and in excellent condition. I inquired if 
it were for sale. The owner said yes; he 
would take ten dollars for it, though it 
had cost him nearly thirty. I bought it 
on the spot. 


invited for the Prize Essay Départment. 
long or short, the American Druggist will fortnightly pay $5.00. 


Department. 


For every article printed, 











Grinding in Public. 


Right away I ordered a bale of Singa- 
pore grain pepper, and just before the 
butchering season began I advertised on 
my window: “PURE PEPPER FOR 
ee OUR OWN GRIND- 


Then one bright day I set the mill on a 
box on the sidewalk in front of my store, 
stood the open bale of whole pepper 
alongside and hung up a card: “THIS 
PEPPER WILL BE GROUND HERE 
TO-DAY.” I then hired two men at 50 
cents each, and set them at work turning 
the wheels. 

My display at once attracted attention. 
Passers-by stopped and examined the 
grains and got the strong aroma of the 
freshly ground pepper. Comments were 
various, but everybody agreed in saying: 
“Well, that’s the pure stuff anyhow.” I 
soon saw that it was good advertising. 


Fruit Jars As Containers. 


Thinking it would be well to have the 
pepper done up in convenient packages, 
it occurred to me that a glass container 
would be the best, and quart Mason fruit 
jars struck me’as just the thing. They 
were cheaper than tin boxes, and would 
be more useful in the household when 
empty. I found they would hold just 
about a pound of pepper, and I bought a 
gross, as I was satisfied they would 
answer the purpose and help sell the pep- 


per. 

The next day I set the mill in the front 
window, made a display of the jars filled 
with pepper and hung up placards: 
“PURE FRESH PEPPER! OUR 
OWN GRINDING—20 CENTS A 
QUART.” 

Trade opened at once. Customers rec- 
ommended my pepper to their neighbors, 
and I soon saw people coming into my 
store who had never been in it before. 
When the season was over I had sold 
more than three hundred pounds of pep- 
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per, and as it cost in the grain that year 
six cents a pound, and the jars a little 
over three cents each, my profit was 
about 100 per cent. 

Later I found that a smaller package 
for table use would sell readily through- 
out the year, so ‘I now carry pint jars 
filled with pure pepner to meet a regular 
and increasing demand. 


Soda, Borax and Spices in Jars. 

Furthermore, I have used the same idea 
in other. lines, for I sell bicarbonate of 
soda and powdered borax in pint Mason 
jars, and my sales in these articles have 
run up wonderfully. The bicarbonate of 
soda costing by the kegtwo cents a pound 
sells readily at ten cents, thus giving a 
profit of five cents. 

By a few methods of this kind and a 
little effort in convincing people of the 
purity of his goods, there is no reason 
why the druggist should not_have the 
bulk of the spice trade also. Cinnamon, 
cloves, allspice, ginger, pepper and mus- 
tard as sold by the ordinary grocer are 
not usually the best goods, and the drug- 
gist can easily get a reputation for strong, 
pure spices. Then by putting them up in 
convenient packages—jelly tumblers an- 
swer well—he can soon build up a profit- 
able little addition to his regular business. 
Of course a neatly printed label bearing 
the druggist’s name should be attached to 
each package. 


A Formula, and Some Comment. 


J. A. Foote, of Archbald, Pa., advises 
us that the following formula was inad- 
vertently omitted from the prize essay 
published in the Jan. 10 number, and 
another which was not intended for pub- 
lication printed instead. The new formu- 
la which he submits is for an 






ANTISEPTIC HAIR TONIC AND 
SHAVING LOTION COMBINED. 
RMGSOTGIA. «sce 0 .120 grs. 
Salicylic acid + ¥5 ors. 
— eee . £208: 
ee eae + & Gre. 
Oil lorendor flowers. . 8&8 mms. 
9H; FEMON < o:6.0:6:5.4.0: - 10 mms. 
Oil’ neroli 5 mms, 
Castor oil .. ; 3 fi, dr. 
Alcohol, to make.. 8 fl. oz. 


Dissolve the ingredients in the order 
named in a portion of the alcohol, and 
then add the balance of the spirit. Color 
pale yellow with Tincture of Saffron, or 
aniline, and filter. This can easily retail 
for 50 cents, and makes a refreshing ap- 
plication for the scalp and face. 

Mr. Foote adds: “I also note an error 
in the directions for putting up the ‘Pain 
Relief’ users. The directions say, ‘place 
in an ebony box.” This is a mistake; it 
should read: ‘Place in an oblong box.’ 
The directions for the Cold and Catarrh 
Cure say ‘place in 2-0z. vials and retail 
for 25 cents.’ It should read ‘place in 
2-dram vials,” etc. 

“The high standard of the AMERICAN 
Druccist and the infrequency of errors 
tend to make the above slips noticeable.” 


To Preserve Eggs—C. Reinhard has 
patented in Germany (D. R. P., 104, 909) 
a process for the preservation of eggs 
which consists of treating them with sul- 
phuric acid, whereby an air-tight film 
is formed over the surface of the egg 
which protects it from decomposition. 


$5 for an idea. Put your idea in words 
and send it to the Prize Essay Editor. 


Gathered Formulas. 


Hospital Formulary. 








FORMULARY OF THE NEW YORK 
HOSPITAL. 
(Continued from page 7.) 





MISCELLANEOUS MIXTURES. 


(Calculated for quantities representing an ordi- 


mary adult dose.) 
MISTURA SANTALI COMP. 


Ol. santali 
COpailie; Of CACM s 5 5.6:0 0 ssse-cae 5 mms. 
EESGMOR ICBICIS. 5,510.4 0:di0's'cie-ys eieae 30 mms. 
Mucil. tragacanth, enough to 

BHAMEH io.c'c cs cane aercie wrciaielc nine ® ae! 

MISTURA ACID. GALLIC. 

ORNs SINAN 54,025.06 075s orate elolaw Sie 4 grs. 
Pe (c ae a | 2 mms, 
elixir aromatic rubr........... 15 mms, 
PONS 8a sso%5 ufo ers ia as oer eos 15 mms. 
Aquae, enough to make........ 1 dr 


MISTURA ANTIPYRINI. 


Caffein citrate 
Antipyrine ....... << Ses 
Aquae, to make... 


MISTURA CAFFEIN. COMP. 





GARIN: CERES — 6 oas dice eeccies 2 grs. 
TINCt. NUCIS VOMIC. .:00.0:00.¢0:0% 10 mms. 
PONE RO OMNEME > ince s <iereacdiernas 1 dr. 
MISTURA FERRI ET POTASS. BROMID. 
aMCEs “$OETI CHIOL 6.0. 0's 6:0:0'0:s.000 10 mms. 
PS ae eee eee 10 grs. 
AG | a ee 1 dr. 
MISTURA FERRI ET POTASS. CHLOR. 
aimet.. ferti Chlok< «<< 66s0c6ces 10 mms, 
pS) Re ee ent 2 grs. 
ME ag ain oi idvse es Sie lec covereece.o 15 mms. 
PEGI AO TORRE 8 o:650's)F0:¥9:0.0,80'a0070 1 dr. 


MISTURA HYPOCHONDRIACA. 


MOUUABON 5 4i<.0.06i0e wo cisn ews eecwae 5 mms. 

4 quassia, to make........ 1 ‘Gf, 
MISTURA INFERNO. 

PEGE COMICON oe 5 5:0:5:0 40145 -«:915.<)010 5 mms. 


Tinct. asafetida, 
Tinct. aloes, 


Tinct. benzoin co., of each....10 mms. 
FUICONOL 40 ANAKEs 6:6.6.00.0:50-4,¢.0/0:0 i dr, 

MISTURA MAGNESIAE COMP. 
PUNIERUR ANIONS 65 'o 6:5-0:0'< 6: «08 20 grs. 
9 ae apa I gr. 
cid. sulph. dileeee eros ny: 2 mms. 
MINCE, SENGUICTIS .00ccccescecs 4 mms. 
PUGRGE; 00 TAKS ose sisic td siccisicics 4 drs. 

MISTURA OL. MORRHUAE ET FERRI. 
SYRUP) TOCTE LOGIC s 05.5 ina 016.08 5 mms. 
Ol. morrhuez, to make......... 1 dr. 
MISTURA PEPONIS. COMP. 
PROBL, pod .e 4s siaiawiewis 8.0 slack ore 2 oz. 
PARAM Foi sxc ain cisc0isie disse aie’ I oz. 
Oleoresin aspidii ............. z dr, 
MOP COUN a a.0 4/0 wissen. cie.n.e ai. 2 mms, 
MGIPGOTABE 60 osoigio a's, oisisinigineintern c= 2 ozs. 
Acaciz, q. s. 
RAM OO ENO iyo casserassee¥itiere ord 8 ozs. 
MIST. POTASS. IOD. ALKALINA. 
Liq. potass. arsenit............ 2 mms. 
PUVA, 5 c:0-s606 Blane o.oo 0's 5 grs. 
SOG, GUIDE: C£SICC. 6.0.506 56.000 20 grs. 
Salis vichiyan. factits s.:0:6.+ 15 grs. 
AGU; 16. MANO... 55 esis cee sc 4 drs. 
MISTURA QUININAE. 

—- BUDS wc i6 charge 4/018 5 grs. 
yrup. eriodictyon. arom., to 

MIME So ere sateen dieeroa i sioiaee 1 dr. 

PILLS. 


PILULAE EMMENAGOGUE. 


Pulv. scille, 
Pulv. digitalis, 


Mass. hydrarg., of each....... I gr. 
PIL. FERRI QUININ. ET STRYCH. 
MOTs UNM ices Sriesiw'S pigrsvey ccs 6 I gr. 
RUE WEENIE, 00: o bin 06:00 89 at 2 grs. 
trychnin, stlph. «...6066%% 1-40 gr. 


PILULAE EMMENAGOGUE. 
Ext. ergote, 
Ext. gossyp. rad., 
Aloes, purif., 


Ferri sulph., of each.......... I gr. 
Ol. sabine, . 
Ext. sabinz, of cach. ......s<- YY gr. 


PIL. HYDRARG. COMP. 
Masse hydrarg., 


Ext. colocynth, of each...... 2% grs. 
PU SOs kasnsscseeevannve YY gr. 
PIL HYOSCYAMI COMP. 
Heyd@rarg.. 100d. “HaWss <.cs 0s:s-ciee 4 gr. 
Xt: TEVORGYAIOE oie) o.0'e:6.0is:8is sie’ Y gr. 
Ferri et quifiin. Citsc..cccsccs I gr. 
PIL. NUCIS VOMICAE CO. 
Resin podophyll. ...........-- Y% gr. 

Ext. nucis vomic., 

Pulv. rhei., 

Aloes, purif., errr gr. 

Festi SQIDR. 5.60 csc ccvten es i gr. 
PIL. NEURALGIC (DR. GROSS). 

_ SMR ico waernnaslentese 2 grs. 

hin. sulph., 

Acid. arsenious, of each...... I-20 gr. 

Strychnin, BUR <4: Sie és eas 3:47 I-30 gr. 

Ext. aconit. fol. 6 .c6ccescrees Y% gr. 
PILULAE PHOSPHORI COMP. 

PROGOHGEN dsciois5:0:5:0s ssesaeeec I-50 gr. 

oo SOI D i acineclcey< I-30 gr. 

NEN OEE eeicicic caseiistnccniers I gf. 

Ferri sulph. exsice. .....+.- 1% grs. 


PIL. PODOPHYLLIN CO. 
Ext. nucis vom., 


Ext. pen ve Of €achics..0% % gr. 
Resin podophyll. ........+++++ yy gr. 
Aloes socotrin. .....csccceres I gr. 


PILULZ TONIC. 
Acid arsenios., 
Strychnin. sulph., of each...1.50 gr. 
Ferri reduct., 
Quinin. sulph., of each........ I gr. 


SYRUP HYPOPHOSPHITE CO.—N. Y. H. 
Calcii hypophos., 
Potass. hypophos., 
Ferri lactat., 
Mangan. sulph., of CARs 0: 6:05 Y gr. 

uinine sulph. ..... camel Gee 
trychnin. sulph. 
Syrupi, to make 


TABLET TRITURATES. 
TABELLZ ACETANILID CO. 





ACOBMINGE co.cc ccccdccteess 4 ers. 
COREE occs cc ccccscceosscce I gr. 
aang gg ALvuIN ET eeanoe ey co. 


Pe RCP RIA AT 
Ext. " pitindicamen 
Strychnin. sulph. 


TAB. ALOIN, BELLADONN. ET PODOPH. 





Aloini, 

Ext. belladonne, 

Resin podophyllin, of each ....% gr. 
TABELL# BISMUTH ET MORPHIN. 
Morphin. sulph. ......-+-+++++ Y% gr. 
Bismuth subnit..........ccces- Io grs. 


TABELLZ BRONCHITIS (DR. DELAFIELD) 
Ext. belladonne, 
Pulv. ipecac, 

Pulv. ipecac et onii, 
Quinin. sulph. 
TABELL CALOMEL ET PODOPHYLLIN. 

Hydrarg. chlor. mit. 
Resine podophyllin, of each. .-¥% gr. 


TABELLZ MORPHIN. CO. 


Morphin. sulph. ........-se0- yy gr. 
Atropin sulph. ............ I-100 gr. 
TABELLZ PEPSINI CO. 
POPS eicceda vind sgecuwnsie cece I gr. 
Carbonis ligni «0.6 06s0cdcvsece 3 grs. 
BGG WRGEUS hetiaweoscencten 3 gers. 


TINCTURA ANTIPERIOD. SINE ALOE. 


Gentianz rad., 
Zedoariz rad., 


Cubeb, 

Myrrh, 

Agarici. alb., 

Camphor, Giveaeiciieidanacion: I gr. 
Inule, 

Croci, 

Foenteuli, of each cisciicc sss 3 grs. 
Angelice sem., 

Be? vad, Of CAC « oivcicecs ces 6 grs. 
Cura: DISUIPR. 656.6. <<6c0rese 12 grs. 
Alcohol, dilut. to make........ I oz. 


nh ln 





i eda 
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TINCTURA ANTIPERIODICA. 


Extract aloes 2 grs. 


Tinct. antiperiod. sine aloe.... 1 oz. 

TABELL. PULV. IPECAC ET OPII. 

Pulv. ipecac, 

se VY gr. 

Pulv. sacch. lact., to make a 
powder weighing ........... 5 grs 

VINUM PEPSINI. 

Swe SCD: cccneneccwss Y% or. 
CS eee ee 2 mms 

Vini alba, to make............ 1 dr. 


VIN. PEPSINI C. STRYCHNIN. 
Strychnin. sulph. ........... 1-64 gr. 
Vini pepsini, to make.......... 1 dr. 

VINUM PEPTONATUM. 
Pn cote h cuteness secede esenm 30 grs. 
OO ee eee 1 dr. 
Vin. alba, to make............ 4 drs 

VIN. PEPTONAT. C. CREOSOTI. 
Se -cccbcrreckonsoesr heres 2 mms 
WEE EL, xn sehen so00 05% 4 drs 


PREPARATIONS FOR EXTERNAL USE 
ACID CARBOLIC IODAT. 


NS 20 gms. 
Glycerin Re err ee 5 gms. 
ee 75 gms. 


COLLODIUM SALICYLAT COMP. 


DE EEE 66sec sess cs 10 gms 
Tinct. conmebis. ind. ........0+ 10 cc. 
Collod. flexite, to make...... 100 cc. 
GARGARISMA ALUMINIS. 
SNE ocacccekasacseneacan 2 gms 
ee re 2 gms. 
eee 2 gms. 
eS ee 100 cc. 
GARGARISMA ADSTRING. 
NE i So cS anne eb s I gm 
ee ee 5 gm 
ee eee 100 cc. 


GARGARISMA POTASS. CHLOR. 


| ee are 6 gms 
PN, BO TNE bn esees snes cen 100 cc 
GLYCERIT. ACID. BORO-SALICYL. 
EE, SOI 66s k.se scien ese 5 gms. 
eee 25 gms. 
Glycerin FSube er eseabenee awe 100 gms. 
INHALATIO ACID CARBOLIC. 
PE. nce iesnen ene 25 cc. 
Tinct. benzoin co., to make...100 cc. 
INHALATIO BENZOIN CO. 
OL pini sylvestris............. 50 cc. 
ee eee 50 cc. 
INHALATIO CREOSOTI. 
ee ere ae 25 cc. 
Alcoholis, to make .......... 100 cc. 
INHALATIO CREASOTI COMP. 
fe en ee 
DE + suskewene ess 


Alcoholis, to make .... 
INHALATIO CREOSOTI COMP. 








eo ee te 0.50 gm. 
PEE MEMES soc cxiviscccs 25.00 gms. 
PES vicvekccisexssaces 50.00 cc. 
PRRUENES. oni cwnccewsssvers 100.00 cc 
INHALATIO MENTHOLI COMP. 
re rr 2 gms. 
EE esudonessssesnceee ve 100 cc. 
INHALATIO TEREBEN COMP. 
eer rer — Fs 
PE Lcokenk casas o-2§ ec. 
Camphore .. --.25 gms. 
Asshole, to make... ---100 cc. 
INJECTIO BISMUTH CO. 
DE cctechbsantebess buns 5 gms. 
OO, DONE. vocscaccccee 5 gms. 
rrr 25 cc. 
eee 100 cc. 
INJECTIO HYDRASTIS COMP. 
De NS ois ka Suse's see eee 0.5 gms. 
Glycerit. hydrastis .......... 5 oc. 
eee 100 cc. 


INJECTIO POTASS. PERMANG. 


Potass. permang. ......... 0.1 gms. 
oe eee 100 cc. 
INJECTIO ZINCI COMP. 
a eae 2 gms 
PE GOONIES sos esse senses 0.5 gms 
ee ae ee ee 5.00 gms 
eee 10.00 cc. 
FE: TD TRE 6 = a5 vec 0 ox 100.00 cc. 


(To be Continued.) 








| 
| New Remedies 


Septicidin is a serum which has been 
prepared in Germany for the treatment 
of swine plague and chicken cholera. 


Guaiasanol is the name given by the 
Hochst Farbwerke to the hydrochloride 
of diethylglycocoll-guaiacol, which crys- 
tallizes in white prisms having a melting 
point of 184° C., a saline, bitter taste and 
a faint odor of guaiacol. It can be ad- 
ministered in doses as much as 12 gm 
daily without any deleterious effect, and 
is claimed to be of great value in the treat- 
ment of tuberculosis. 


Impurities in Artificial Ice are generally 
present to a larger extent in the clouded 
portions of the ice than in the clear por- 
tions, a fact which can be taken advantage 
of when examining water for impurities. 
By freezing the water under examination 
in a test tube and taking the ice from the 
center of this tube, not only most of the 
bacteria but also the major portion of 
the salts present will be obtained. 


Cyssatite—A body is being put on the 
market, chiefly in France, which is recom- 
mended strongly for many pharmaceutical 
purposes where an absorbent is required, 
under the name of cyssatite. Examined 
under the microscope this body is seen 
to consist almost entirely of diatmaceous 
skeletons. On analysis it is found to 
consist almost entirely of silica. Com- 
mon kieselguhr does not appear to differ 
materially from it. 


Crurin is a trade name given to quino- 
lin-bismuth rhodanate, which has been 
recommended as anantiseptic for a 
etc. It has the composition (C,H;N. 
HSCN). Bi(SCN):, and melts at 76°. It 
occurs as a coarse-grained powder, of a 
reddish yellow color, with a sharp odor. 
It is insoluble in alcohol, water or ether. 
It is decomposed on mixing with a large 
quantity of cold water, boiling with dilute 
mineral acid or by prolonged heating. 
Otherwise the compound is a very stable 
one. 


To Coat Ivory With Gold.—The Journal 
der Goldschmeidekunst (1899, No. 18) di- 
rects that the article to be gilded be 
moistened with a concentrated solution 
of chloride of gold and exposed while 
still moist to the action of a stream of 
hydrogen gas, which causes the reduc- 
tion of the gold to the metallic state. The 
precipitate thus formed is very brilliant 
and permanent. Where it is desired to 
trace any particular pattern this can be 
done by painting the remainder of the 
surface before moistening with the gold 
solution, 


Perezol, a New Alkali Indicator—Duyk, 
in his studies of perezon or pipitzahoic 
acid, which is obtained from perezia 
aduata and allied plants, found that this 
substance in the form of a 5 per cent. al- 
coholic solution is an excellent reagent 


Pharmaceutical Progress. 


| Improved Processes—Modern 
| Wrinkles in Dispensing—Tests and Reactions. 
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for alkalies which, even in very dilute 
solution, form reddish violet or mauve 
colored solutions, which are completely 
and immediately decolorized upon the 
addition of any acid except boracic acid. 
The reagent is so delicate that distilled 
water, after being boiled in a glass flask, 
shows with it a distinct reddish coloration 
on account of the solution of alkali from 
the glass. 


Valuation of Mercuric Cyanide.—Vin- 
cent (Jour. de Pharm, et de Chim., 1899, 
X, 537) proposes to estimate the amount 
of mercury and cyanogen present in cer- 
tain compounds by heating with soda 
lime, collecting the metallic mercury 
which comes over and weighing, and at 
the same time conducting the ammonia 
formed by the decomposition of the cyan- 
ogen into a titrated solution of sulphuric 
acid about one-fourth normal. When the 
operation is concluded, the acid may be 
titrated with one-fourth normal alkali and 
the difference reckoned as ammonia, from 
which the amount of hydrocyanic acid 
present may be calculated. 


Bios, Eurostos and Carnos are, accord- 
ing to Eichengrun (Zeit. Angew. 
Chem.), preparations of yeast. The first 
is of Belgian origin and is prepared by 
the artificial digestion of yeast according 
to a patent taken out by Goodfellow. It 
contains the albuminoids in the forms of 
peptones and albumoses. The same com- 
pany which makes this substance also 
puts on the market “eurostose,” a con- 
centrated form of bios resembling meat 
extract. “Carnos” is produced by the 
English brewer Bass, under Overbeck’s 
patent, through the digestion of yeast 
cells which have been boiled and, like 
bios, has a very pronounced suggestion of 
meat extract in its taste. 


The Estimation of Boric Acid—Meta- 
boric acid liberates iodine quantitatively 
from a mixture of potassium iodide and 
iodate, according to the equation— 

I+ KIO; +6BOOH = 31 + 
6BOOK + 3H:0 
To adapt this reaction to analytical pur- 
poses the borate is dissolved in a small 
quantity of dilute hydrochloric acid, so 
that it shall (after adding the iodide ‘and 
iodate solutions) contain about o.1 
gramme of B2Qs in 25 c.c. The hydro- 
chloric acid is nearly neutralized with 
soda, but the solution must have a de- 
cided acid reaction. About § c.c. of a 
40 per cent. solution of KI and 5 to Io 
c.c. of a 5 per cent. solution of KIO; are 
added to 50 c.c. of the solution. The lib- 
erated iodine is then titrated with stand- 
ard thiosulphate till a faint permanent 
coloration remains. From 10 to I5 
grammes of mannite is now added to the 
solution. The metaboric acid liberated 
then comes into reaction, and the liber- 
ated idoine is estimated by adding excess 
of thiosulphate and titrating back, after 
an hour, with standard solution of iodine. 


—Chem. Zeit., 1899, 262. 
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THE PHARMACEUTICAL 
PRESS AT THE END OF 
THE CENTURY.* 

By JosepH HELFMAN, 


Editor of the Bulletin of Pharmacy, De- 
troit, Mich. 


Our kind hosts have exhibited to me 
in particular the spirit of a most delicate 
and courteous hospitality, and I should 
be requiting it in a shabby manner if I 
were to seize this opportunity of pro- 
nouncing a panegyric on the Pharmaceu- 
tical Press. No, believe me, I am not 
here for the purpose of lauding my pro- 
fession. Of the pharmaceutical journals 
we may wisely say what Dr. Samuel 
Johnson once said about books; they 
stand or fall by what is said in them and 
not of them. The pharmaceutical press, 
like the daily newspaper, stands abso- 
lutely on its intrinsic merit. Puffing and 
advertising do not avail much. If the 
contents of the journal fail to give the 
subscriber a conviction of ability, force, 
courage and real usefulness in the every- 
day work of the druggist, that journal is 
infallibly doomed; it cannot be bolstered 
up for long; it cannot long escape the fit- 
ting penalty of mediocrity, laziness, cow- 
ardice or stupidity. 


The Service of the Drug Press. 


The result of the keen and merciless 
competition prevailing in pharmaceutical 
journalism shows itself in the very high 
character of the pharmaceutical press. 
Compare that press with the medical 
press or with the organs of any other 
calling, whether professional or commer- 
cial, and you will realize with what zeal 
and energy, with what knowledge and in- 
telligence it seeks to advance your inter- 
ests, to point out every promising ave- 
nue of progress, to attack your evils, to 
advocate your reforms, to gird up the 
loins of your organizations and to send 
forth regularly a fund of material com- 
prising everything profitable that it can 
buy, borrow and originate. Just look 
about among your other pharmaceutical 
institutions—your boards, your colleges, 
your associations—a~ see how faulty 
and feeble some of them are. Granting 
a great preponderance of good in the 
work they accomplish, it cannot be de- 
nied that some of them have gaping 
holes in their armor. And, yet, bar- 
ting a few wretched travesties of phar- 
maceutical journalism—barring a few pe- 
riodicals which merely succeed in cling- 
ing to the skirts of a profession which 
repudiates and casts them off, I challenge 
the severest critic to find the stones with 
which he may justly pelt the pharmaceu- 
tical press. No, if you will stop to con- 
sider that probably not much more than 
half the druggists of the country take any 
journal at all; that the total revenue of 
the drug press is derived only in small 
measure from its subscribers, and that it 
is in reality the advertiser and not the 
druggist who supports the pharmaceuti- 
cal periodicals, you will hold with me 
that the drug press gives you a service 
om a support far beyond what you pay 
or. 


The Different Types of Journals. 


The limited time at my disposal for- 
bids even a hasty historical sketch of the 





*Response to a toast at Nelson, Baker & Co.’s 
complimentary banquet to the Detroit and Wayne 
County Retail Druggists’ Association, Jan. 8, 
1900. 


development of the drug press, and it 
forbids likewise an attempt at a definite 
classification of journals. Suffice it to 
know that in order to satisfy the varying 
wants of teachers, investigators, dispens- 
ers and drug merchants, different types 
of pharmaceutical periodicals have arisen 
ranging from the trade newspapers to the 
scholarly magazines of a strictly scientific 
character. We have the practical, the 
newsy, the learned; we have the adver- 
tising compend; we have the combination 
of several of these and we have the 
monthly review which essays to cover the 
whole field of the druggist’s many-sided 
activity. I believe that the application 
of newspaper methods to the pharmaceu- 
tical press has been a blessing, and I hast- 
en to pay my tribute of admiration to 
those energetic men who had the cour- 
age to cast tradition to the winds and 
shatter the old-time traditions of the 
pharmaceutical press, building up popular 
and successful periodicals by methods cal- 
culated to rattle, fracture and powder the 
dry bones of the ancient and stereotyped 
journal. Although the change is not by 
any means an unmixed good, it has on 
the whole conferred a lasting benefit on 
the drug press, by enforcing the need of 
enterprise and progress, by emphasizing 
the ever present danger of falling into a 
rut and the deadly sin of routine. Charles 
A. Dana used to say that if two succes- 
sive issues of the “Sun” looked too much 
alike he would go out and hire a lot of 
carpenters and bricklayers to run his pa- 
per, so as to prevent it suffering from the 
Chinese spirit of mechanical repetition. 
And the pharmaceutical press cannot af- 
ford to forget that besetting danger! 


The Press and Associations. 


Some months ago I had occasion to ad- 
dress a few words to the Ohio Pharmaceu- 
tical Association, and 1 ventured to dwell 
briefly on the natural antagonism be- 
tween the drug press and the associations. 
I referred to the scanty attendance and 
insignificant numerical strength of near- 
ly all the State organizations, and I ex- 
plained their decline, their poverty of 
papers and the languid character of their 
discussions, by the growing circulation 
and influence of the drug press. If you 
will read Victor Hugo’s “Notre Dame” 
you will see how the invention of print- 
ing has been most detrimental to archi- 
tecture, and how it has diverted men’s 
thoughts, dreams, hopes, aspirations and 
prayers from the heaven-seeking cathe- 
dral to the book, the poem and the review. 
Note also for yourselves the immense de- 
cline in the authority of the pulpit under 
the influence of the daily press. Now, 
the same antagonism of institutions pre- 
vails in the smaller and narrower sphere 
of pharmacy. Men do not care to read 
papers before a few hundreds when they 
can reach thousands through the drug 
press with vastly less trouble, effort and 
expense. If they have an important mes- 
sage for their colleagues they don’t need 
to waita month or a year; they can choose 
their own time, and the entire commun- 
ity of druggists becomes their audience. 
Moreover, the reading of papers involves 
the expense of travel, whereas the writing 
of an able article is a source of income. 
Brains, gentlemen, are the only commod- 
ity on which you can put your own price, 
and I can refer you to any one of a half 
dozen pharmaceutical editors who will 
pay you anything you ask for a strong 
and brilliant contribution. For these rea- 
sons, though the press has most gener- 
ously and loyally supported the associa- 


tions, local, State and national, giving 
them space without stint, and incessantly 
urging their benefits, the educational or- 
ganizations have not been able to escape 
their fate or the periodicals their success. 
Natural laws are not readily evaded, and 
taking my stand on facts which every one 
must acknowledge, I have the right to 
apply to the mutual relations of the drug 
press and the associations the story of 
Wendell Phillips when one of his anti- 
slavery speeches in Boston was interrupt- 
ed by a howling mob. The orator defied 
the mob, and turning to the table where 
sat the reporters for the newspapers, he 
exclaimed: ‘Howl on: I speak here to 
forty millions of people!” It is not to 
be wondered at if pharmacists who have 
something serious and important to say 
prefer to address themselves to forty 
thousand readers rather than to a hand- 
ful of listeners. 


No Antagonism Here. 


But where the association is not edu- 
cational but rather commercial and exec- 
utive in character, no such natural antag- 
onism emanates from the press—only, as 
you have abundant reason to testify, 
hearty co-operation, enthusiastic support 
and unwearied persistence in well-doing. 
The finest spectacle that the pharmaceu- 
tical press has ever presented in my es- 
timation has been the unanimity, the 
promptitude, the ardent zeal with which 
it has rallied about the standard of the 
National Association of Retail Drug- 
gists. holding up the hands of its execu- 
tives, dispelling doubts, creating senti- 
ment, multiplying partisans, and putting 
forth every conceivable effort on its be- 
half. And I am happy to know, gentle- 
men, that among you, the work of the 
pharmaceutical press in your cause has 
not been passed over in a chilling and un- 
grateful silence. At the Cincinnati meet- 
ing of the N. A. R. D. it was a Michigan 
man now with us, Mr. D. E. Prall, who 
moved “that this Association tender a 
vote of thanks for the liberal treatment 
we have received at the hands of the 
pharmaceutical press.” And it was the 
esteemed president of your Association, 
Mr. James W. Seeley, who said in sec- 
onding the motion, “I wish to say that 
the druggists of this country are largely 
indebted to the technical press for the in- 
formation they have received relative to 
the work of this Association. I believe 
that this Association will be more than 
willing to pass a vote unanimously.” Un- 
doubtedly the thought which is to-night 
uppermost in the mind of nearly every 
man in this audience is the ultimate suc- 
cess of the National Association of Re- 
tail Druggists. Let us hope that this goal 
will soon be reached; let us hope that 
the time of your rejoicings and thanks- 
giving and halleleujahs is close at hand. 
And when that time comes I trust that 
some of you will be thoughtful enough to 
weave a few garlands for the allies who 
hastened your triumph. 


Illiterates in Pharmacy. 


The pharmaceutical press may at all 
times be depended upon to espouse every 
cause and to urge every reform condu- 
cive to the welfare of the druggists of 
this country. Reluctant as I am to de- 
tain you, there is one coming reform from 
which I hope you will none of you with- 
hold your moral and rractical support. 
refer to the determination recently reach- 
ed by the Illinois Board of Pharmacy to 
insist upon preliminary examinations in 
arithmetic and other elementary studies 
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before permitting the applicant for a li- 
cense as registered pharmacist to under- 
take the technical examination. I tell you, 
gentlemen, it is a heaven-crying scandal 
for any Board of Pharmacy to permit the 
licensing of men—no matter how much 
they may know about technical pharmacy 
—who cannot tell you how much cocaine 
is present in an ounce of three per cent. 
solution, or how much morphine is con- 
tained in a teaspoonful dose of a four- 
ounce mixture. These are the abstruse 
problems in arithmetic which—I am 
ashamed to say it—some graduates of our 
colleges of pharmacy are found unable to 
solve! A chorus of disgust and indigna- 
tion has already gone up from the entire 
pharmaceutical press, and if the wrong be 
no sneedily righted, I predict some very 
bad half hours for those who are to 
blame. Young men so illiterate or stu- 
pid have no business in a drug store. 
Keep them out! The public safety de- 
mands it, and in no other manner can 
you possibly elevate your calling more 
effectually. Cheap men, cheap methods! 
Most of the abuses which afflict you to- 
day come from the presence in the drug 
business of men possessing little of the 
self-respect, the dignity and the profes- 
sional spirit by which pharmacists were 
once characterized, 


Powder Paper Opener. 


A favorite method of dispensing pow- 
ders in Germany is to pour them into 
powder papers which are ready folded. To 











Powder Paper Opener. 


do this it is necessary to open the end of 
the folded papers which is generally done 
by holding them between the thumb and 
finger and blowing into the end. This 
is, of course, open to serious objection 
on sanitary grounds and various me- 
chanical devices have been proposed for 
accomplishing this object. The newest, 
and apparently most satisfactory, of these 
is shown in the accompanying illustra- 
tion. The operation of the apparatus is 
perfectly clear without any detailed de- 
scription. As each powder paper is 


brought under the air tube the bellows 
top is depressed by the hand holding the 
forced out 


folded papers and the air 
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causes the folded paper which happens to 
be immediately under the mouth of the 
tube to open. 


HOSPITAL STEWARDS OF 
THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Their Duties in Peace and War. 


AGITATION FOR ADVANCEMENT IN 
RANK. 








United States Stands Alone Among the 
Nations in its Treatment of 
Pharmacists. 

The following highly interesting ac- 
count of the requirements and duties in 
the service of hospital stewards of the 
State Militia forces was read at the Jan- 
uary meeting of the Manhattan Pharma- 
ceutical Association in support of the 
movement for the advancement of the 
rank and pay of hospital stewards and na- 
val apothecaries in the service of the State 
of New York: similar work is recom- 
mended to other organizations of phar- 
macists in the various States of the 
Union: 


The Hospital Corps and Its Needs. 


At present the hospital corps consists 
of sixteen enlisted men, of which three 
are known as hospital stewards with the 
rank of sergeant.. This number, as expe- 
rience has shown, is totally inadequate to 
meet the demands made on them in dis- 
charging the duties assigned to them. The 
present regulations call for a detail of two 
men from each company for instructions 
as litter bearers. We cannot depend upon 
these men as their attendance is so ir- 
regular that they are of no service as lit- 
ter bearers whien they are required. Hence 
it is desirable that the hospital corps be 
increased by twelve enlisted men. The 
duties of a hospital steward in the Na- 
tional Guard are of the same nature as 
those of a pharmacist in private life. It 
was the law, up to about one year ago, 
that all the hospital stewards must be 
pharmacists. At present the regimental 
hospital stewards only must be pharma- 
cists, while the battalion stewards may 
be appointed by the commanding officer 
from the ranks in private life without hav- 
ing had any practical experience in phar- 
macy. 

In the absence of the regimental hos- 
pital steward one of the battalion hospital 
stewards takes his place, and in acting for 
him he assumes his duties, such as dis- 
pensing prescriptions and preparing and 
taking care of drugs and medicines. In 
many cases where a battalion is detached 
the battalion hospital steward accompa- 
nies his battalion and performs all the 
duties of a pharmacist. Can he, not be- 
ing a pharmacist, be entrusted with such 
work? 


Does the Law Apply? 


Again, the law regulating pharmacy in 
this State requires that prescriptions 
must be prepared by none other than li- 
censed pharmacists. Does not this law 
apply also to the National Guard? 

It is said that in any emergency such 
as the inability of the regimental hospital 
steward to perform his duties, or the de- 
tachment of a battalion some one else 
may be employed to act in his stead. If 
some one be employed to act for him of 
what use is he? This is so apparent, many 
commanding officers have positively re- 








fused to appoint battalion stewards who 
arenot full-fledged pharmacists. The ques- 
tion is, why was the law requiring all hos- 
pital stewards to be pharmacists changed? 
Because the authorities have found it very 
difficult to fill these positions with phar- 
macists. You may wonder why it is dif- 
ficult to get pharmacists to fill these posi- 
tions. On one hand we will explain what 
the requirements and duties of a pharma- 
cist are, and on the other what induce- 
ments are offered in rank and compensa- 
tion for such duties. 


Requirements 


as quoted from the Manual of the Med- 
ical Department, 1899:—Examination in 
arithmetic, materia medica, pharmacy, 
care of sick and ward management, minor 
surgery, first aid, elementary hygiene, 
proficiency in penmanship and orthog- 
raphy. 
Duties. 

“The Board will investigate and report 
upon the following: (1) Physical con- 
dition; (2) character and habits, especial- 
ly as to the use of stimulants and narcot- 
ics; (3) discipline and contrgl of men; (4) 
knowledge of regulations; (5) nursing; 
(6) dispensary work; (7) clerical work; 
(8) principles of cooking and mess man- 
agement; (9) hospital corps drills; (10) 
minor surgery and first aid, including ex- 
traction of teeth. 

“The duties of hospital stewards and 
acting hospital stewards are to look after 
and distribute hospital stores and sup- 
plies; to care for hospital property; to 
compound and administer medicines; to 
supervise the preparation and serving of 
food; to maintain discipline in hospitals 
and watch over their general police; to 
prepare reports and returns; to supervise 
the duties of the members of the hospital 
corps in hospital and in the field, and to 
perform such other duties as may, by 
proper authority, be required of them.” 


Object of Movement. 


The purpose of our movement is to se- 
cure to hospital stewards and apothecar- 
ies in the Guard and Naval Reserve of 
the State service the title of pharmacists, 
as they are already the pharmacists of our 
State service in everything but name. It 
is desired to secure rank and pay in some 
way commensurate with the responsibil- 
ity of their position, and the education, 
skill dnd ability required. It is a recog- 
nized fact that for the best service, there 
must be a definite, assured rank in har- 
mony with the duties of the position. The 
title of “pharmacist” is suggested as be- 
ing in far better keeping with the duties 
imposed than the title of hospital stew- 
ard or that of apothecary. 


Present System a “Musty Relic.” 


The present position of hospital stew- 
ards and apothecaries in our State as well 
as our Government service, is a musty 
relic of the past. Fhe name of “pharma- 
cist” harmonizes far better according to 
modern ideas with their professional 
status. In the service of other civilized 
nations, those who do the pharmaceutical 
work are known as pharmacists, but this 
State so progressive in all other things, is 
laggard in the recognition of our profes- 
sion. The requirements of the service 
have been steadily increased by the regu- 
lations from year to year, as should be 
the case, but the rank and pay of the 
apothecary has not been increased ac- 
cordingly. The surgeon is no longer 
classed with the barber, nor should the 
apothecary be classed with the scullion. 
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The Rule in Foreign Countries. 


In nearly every civilized country except 
the United States the pharmacist enters 
the service as a commissioned officer, 
with the rank of second lieutenant, and 
there is a gradual rise up to the grade of 
colonel. In France they reach the high 
rank of general of brigade. Even half 
civilized Japan accords commissions to 
her pharmacists. The United States and 
State of New York not only do not give 
pharmacists commissions, but does not 
even rank them among the higher grade 
of non-commissioned officers. 


Requirements of the Profession. 


The profession of pharmacy requires 
fully as many years to master as does the 
profession of medicine. An apothecary 
must be familiar with the general run of 
remedies used and hold himself ready to 
compound anything called for. During 
epidemics the hospital steward stands in 
the deadly breach, side by side with the 
medical officer, sharing the dreadful dan- 
gers with them. 


Poor Return for Good Service. 

The United States and this State re- 
quire much of the pharmacist and gives 
him little in return either in rank or pay. 
In the United States Army and in the 
State Guard the pharmacist is an enlisted 
man and is forced to be known as a hos- 
pital steward. His pay is only $45.00 a 
month, which after service can reach $50, 
but cen never go beyond that amount. 
He can never hope for a commission, 
which any soldier in the ranks can hope 
for and sometimes secures. The highest 
rank a hospital steward can ever reach is 
only equal to ordnance sergeant. 


The Regulations. 


On reading the regulations of the serv- 
ice we can but wonder that so much is 
expected of the hospital steward in pro- 
portion to the pay received. The regula- 
tions of the service require (see extracts 
work on the hospital corps of the United 
States Army): “A trustworthy pharma- 
cist * * * an efficient disciplinarian * * 
familiarity with Materia Medica, thera- 
peutics and minor surgery, * * and ability 
to give sound advice and suitable treat- 
ment in minor ailments and accidents.” 


What is Wanted. 


During the absence of the medical offi- 
cer the hospital steward is the highest 
professionalauthority present. His studies 
reach into the province of the medical 
officer to a distance measured only by his 
assiduity, intelligence and capacity. What 
is wanted is to secure to the hospital stew- 
ard the title of pharmacist with rank and 
pay of first lieutenant. This is asking no 
more than any one should gladly accord 
who understands the injustice of the pres- 
ent position of the hospital steward, 
which is an insult to the profession of 
pharmacy. Chaplains in the army receive 
$125 to $175 a month, chief musicians re- 
ceive $50 per month, and veterinary sur- 
geons obtain $100 as their monthly pay. 
The hospital steward only gets from $45 
to $50, according to the length of service. 
Surely, the lives of officers and men 
should be of greater importance than that 
of the horses. 

The Amendment Proposed. 

We propose an amendment to the law 
which recognizes in some degree the im- 
portant and responsible position of the 
hospital steward, whose duties resemble 


in their importance those of the assistant 
surgeons who rank as captains and first 
lieutenants with monthly pay of from 
$150 to $200. There is but one hospital 
steward to each pose or hospital; he is re- 
sponsible as chief pharmacist not only for 
all the dispensing of prescriptions and 
medicines but for the nurses and general 
control of the hospital under the author- 
ity of the surgeon. This involves the 
management and control of acting or as- 
sistant hospital stewards, the nurses and 
all others upon whom devolve the care of 
the sick and wounded. Upon the knowl- 
edge, skill and ability of the hospital 
stewards depend the lives and welfare of 
every sick or wounded officer or man in 
the army. 


Lycetol, an Alkaline Derivative of 
Piperazine. 


Among the various uric acid solvents 
suggested from time to time piperazine 
has gained a prominent place, and has 
certainly proven a valuable acquisition to 
the materia medica in the treatment of 
gout, lithaemia, stone in the kidney and 
the uric acid diathesis in general. This 
remedy, however, has the disadvantage 
of not being a stable substance, being 
easily affected by heat and moisture. It 


“has been also found to sometimes cause 


gastric disturbances when administered 
for prolonged periods. These objection- 
able features are, it is claimed, not pres- 
ent in lycetol, which is a chemical com- 
bination of dimethylpiperazine with tar- 
taric acid—that is, the tartrate of dimeth- 
ylpiperazine. This appears as a white 
crystalline powder, perfectly stable, and 
readily soluble in water, having a very 
agreeable taste like that of lemonade. 
The dose is five grains, three times daily, 
given in an abundance of water, plain or 
carbonated. Lycetol combines the effects 
of -piperazine with those of an alkaline 
salt, and owing to its pleasant taste and 
freedom from gastric disturbances it is 
most agreeable for continued use. In the 
reports published on this preparation spe- 
cial attention is called to its diuretic ac- 
tion and to its property of increasing the 
quantity of uric acid excreted. In cases 
of gout it speedily relieves the pains and 
other discomfort, and prevents recur- 
rences of the attacks, while it has proved 
of great value in stone in the kidney, 
gravel and other manifestations of uric- 
acidemia. Lycetol is supplied by the 
Farbenfabriken of Elberfeld Company, of 
40 Stone street, New York, the selling 
agents in America .or the Bayer pharma- 
ceutical products. 


The Chemistry of Rhubarb.—Hesse 
gives the following details of the 
constituents of several varieties of 
rhubarb: Chinese rhubarb contains 
chrysophanic acid, methly-chrysophanic 
acid, emodin, CisHi0O;s, rhubarberone 
CisHi0Os, a yellow crystalline body melt- 
ing at 212°, and rheine, CisHi0Oc. Aus- 
trian rhubarb (Rheum Rhaponticum) 
contains chrysophanic acid, and a newly- 
discovered body, rhapontine C22H24Ob. 
English rhubarb contains the same con- 
phanic acid and rhapontine. The root 
of Rumex nepalensis contains chryso- 
phanic acid and nepodin CisHiseQO., as 
does the root of Rumex palustris. Rumex 
obtusifolius contains both of these bodies, 
and also a body termed lapodin CisHis 
Os, crystallizing in fine yellow needles.— 
Annalen. 


INCOMPATIBILITY AND 
SOME OF ITS LESSONS.' 
By Wa tter G. SmitH, M. D. 





(Continued from Page 9.) 
The Classes of Incompatibilities 


Are grouped under two headings, viz.: 

I. Homogeneous systems, i.e., unat- 
tended with any visible change of form 
There may be color alteration. 

II. Heterogeneous systems, i.e., attend- 
ed with a visible change of form, viz., the 
production of either a gas (or volatile 
substance), or a precipitate. 

The formation of a gas or volatile sub- 
stance naturally is favored by a rise of 
temperature. The chief gas concerned 
in incompatibilities is carbon dioxide; 
more rarely H2S or SO2. But since pre- 
cipitates, i.e, insoluble compounds, 
formed at ordinary temperatures, afford 
by far the largest class of chemical in- 
compatibilities, it is very essential to ac- 
quire a clear knowledge of the ordinary 
rules of solubility. This will enable us to 
understand and to avoid most of the com- 
mon pitfalls. 

The important elements in the B.P. 
number thirty-two, and of these about 
twenty are concerned in incompatibilities. 

Generally speaking, whenever an insol- 
uble body can be produced by the mutual 
interaction of any two bodies it will be 
formed, because a chemical reaction tends 
to the production of the most stable body 
possible under the given conditions. The 
ordinary tables and charts of qualitative 
analysis are based upon the rules of solu- 
bility. For example, Group I., metals 
precipitated by hydrochloric acid, is only 
another way of looking at Rule 5, and so 
on for the other groups. 


Rules for Solubility in Water. 2? 


(1) All metallic (basic) oxides, hydrox- 
ides and sulphides are insoluble, except 
those of the alkalies Se: Na,NH, L), and 
alkaline earths (Ba, Sr, Ca). 

Lime, CaOz, is sparingly soluble, 1 in 
800; vegetable bases (alkaloids) are 
mostly insoluble, and do not form car- 
bonates; hence, they are usually precipi- 
tated from their salts by soluble hydrox- 
ides or carbonates. Sulphides are easily 
decomposed by acids and yield H2S. 

(2). All normal (neutral) metallic ni- 
rates, chlorates, and acetates are soluble, 
silver and mercurous acetates sparingly. 

Quinine acetate is insoluble. Some 
basic (oxy) acetates and nitrates are in- 
soluble, e.g., bismuth subnitras, BiONOs. 

Normal bismuth nitrate, Bis NOs, i is de- 
composed by water, but is stablé for a 
time in solution in glycerin. 

Subacetate of lead precipitates gum, 
most vegetable coloring matters, and 
many organic acids. Nitrites are mostly 
soluble, but are unstable. 

(3) All normal phosphates, arsenates, 
arsenites, carbonates and borates are in- 

soluble, except those of the alkalies. 
Lithium carbonate and phosphate are 
sparingly soluble. 

The acid salts are often soluble, e.g., 
of Ca and Mg. 

The ee of Fe and Ca, arsenate 
of Fe, and carbonates of Fe, Ca, Zn, Pb 


~ 1From the London ‘Practitioner.’ 
2Probably no substance is absolutely insoluble 


in water. 

3Urea nitrate is readily soluble in water, but 
is insoluble in strong, colorless nitric acid—a 
fact often witnessed in the clinical testing of 


urine. 
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and Mg are the insoluble salts of this 
group in the B. P. 

(4) All normal sulphates are soluble 
except those of Ba, Sr, Pb. PbSO, is 
the only one of importance in pharmacy. 
Calcium, silver and mercurous sulphates 
are sparingly soluble. 

Sulphites are mostly insoluble, except 
those of alkalies. 

(5) All chlorides and bromides are sol- 
uble except AgCl, AgBr. NH:HgCl 
(white ppt.), Hg2Cl. (calomel), Hg:Brz, 
and Cu:Clz. Lead chloride and bromide 
are sparingly soluble. 

Some bromides and chlorides, e.g., 
SbCl;, BiCls, and ZnCl., are decomposed 
by water (hydrolysis), and an insoluble 
oxychloride or bromide is precipitated. 

Lig. bismuthi is incompatible with Ac. 
hydrochlor. dil. or Ac. nitr. hydr. dil., 
and it should be prescribed in neutral or 
alkaline solutions. 

(6) Most iodides are soluble, except 
those of lead, mercury, silver, bismuth, 
and Curl. 

Hgl. (red) dissolves easily in solution 
of KI, forming a colorless double salt 
(Hgl.,2KI). 

(7) Most oxalates, except those of al- 
kalies, are insoluble, e.g., calcium and 
cerium, 

From the above rules it will be seen 
that nearly all alkaline salts are soluble, 
and hence alkalies may generally be neu- 
tralized by acids, and their salts may be 
prescribed in any combinations, inter se, 
without fear of precipitation. Acid tar- 
trates of potassium or ammonium, acid 
oxalate of sodium and picrate of potas- 
sium are very sparingly soluble. 

On the other hand, the majority of the 
mercurous, lead and silver salts are in- 
soluble. 

Salts of the same acid radical do not, 
as a rule, mutually decompose each other. 
They often combine to form double salts, 
e.g., the group of alums, and Mayer’s so- 
lution (HgI.2KI). Magnesium sulphate 
should not be prescribed along with Ro- 
chelle salt (soda tartarata), for, after some 
time, magnesium tartrate will be precipi- 
tated. Potassium iodide and potassium 
chlorate may interact and form irritant 
potassium iodate. 

Alcohol.—In regard to alcohol as a 
solvent it is not possible to formulate 
exact rules, but it may be useful to ob- 
serve that most acetates, benzoates, ni- 
trates, salicylates, valerianates and hal- 
open salts (chlorides, bromides and 
iodides) are soluble in alcohol, while most 
other salts are insoluble, except those 
which are deliquescent (Scoville). Alka- 
line chlorides and nitrates are insoluble 
in alcohol. 

Solution of magnes. sulph. (1 in 2).. 

PE ci sbsksecansceasese 

This becomes solid after a few minutes. 

Glycerin.—Its solvent powers lie be- 
tween those of alcohol and water. 


Homogeneous Sytems, 


i.e., neither a precipitate formed at once, 
nor a gas liberated. Color changes may 
occur. 

(1) Acids and bases, in the free state. 

(a) Generally speaking, these bodies 
are chemically and therapeutically incom- 
patible, and it is inadmissible to prescribe, 
e.g., lactic acid with lime water. This 
has been prescribed as a gargle. 

Lin. tereb. acet. with Lin. camph. am- 
mon., Ac. nitro. hyd. dil. with Spir. am- 
mon. aromat. 

(b) But if the resulting salt be soluble 


*The illustrative examples are selected from 
actual prescriptions. 


3 is. 
3ss. 


and poisonous, the toxic action persists 
in spite of chemical neutralization, e.g., 
oxalic acid and alkalies (‘‘salt of lemon’). 
Lime water is the antidote for oxalic acid 
(Rule 7). 

Hydrocyanic acid and alkalies. 

The physiological action of KCN sub- 
stantially agrees with that of HCN. 

Alkaline bicarbonates are not decom- 
posed by HCN. This is a favorite and 
proper combination. 

(2) Halogen compounds, 
Br, 1. 

The order of affinity for hydrogen and 
metal is: 


i€., of SA, 


Cl +@ Br =I. 
Hence free Cl or Br will liberate iodine 
from iodides. . 

The order of affinity for oxygen in 

combination is: 
I +-Br => Cl. 
There is no known oxide of bromine. 

Chlorides are the most stable group. 
and alkaline iodides are more unstable 
than the corresponding bromides and 
chlorides. It is important to become 
familiar with some decompositions of 
iodide of potassium, e.g.: 

(a) By free Cl or Br. 

KI+Cl=KCI+I1. 
Free Cl can be detected in chloroform by 
addition of KI (or CdI:, B.P.) and starch 
mucilage. : 

(b) By nitric or nitrous acids: 
3KI + 4HNO;+ = 3KNO; + 2H:O + 

NO+1s. 
It is easy to detect KI in urine by this 
means. 

The free iodine is evidenced by starch, 
or the rose red color imparted to chlor- 
oform when agitated with the urine. The 
test for nitrates in drinking water is based 
upon the same principle. 

H:O: or ozone liberates iodine from 
KI, and hence the guaiacum test cannot 
be applied to the detection of blood in 
presence of KI. Slow decomposition 
occurs betwen KI and Bism. subnitras. 
A common change is with Sp. etheris 
nitrosi, which frequently contains free 
acid, or with Lig. ethyl nitritis, or, amyl 
nitrite. These combinations are better 
avoided, even after neutralization. 

Acid salts in conjunction with ‘nitrites 
favor decomposition. 

C:HsNO: + KI + KHT = C:H;,OH + 
K.T+ NO+1L1. 

(c) By inorganic ferric salts. 

Fe:Cle + 2KI = 2KCl oe 2FeCl. + I. 
This is an unsuitable and very irritant 
combination, owing to the free iodine. The 
undesirable change does not occur with 
ferric acetate, nor with the “scale prepa- 
rations” of iron. Therefore, Ferri et 
amm. citr. and KI are quite compatible. 

Alkaline bromides are not decomposed 
by iron salts, unless the solution be very 
acid. 

KI can, of course, be suitably given 
along with Syr. ferri iod. 

(d) Observe the action of KI upon 
copper sulphate (see Heterogeneous Sys- 
tems). 

(e) Note the action of free Cl, Br, or I, 
respectively, upon Liq. ammoniz (see 
Heterogeneous Systems). 

(f) “Colorless” tincture of iodine, so- 
called. This is an impossibility, for free 
iodine always forms a colored solution. 

The means adopted for decolorizing (!) 
depend upon formation of either: 

(i) A colorless iodide, e.g., by action of 
the fixed alkalies; sulphites; thiosulphate 
(hyposulphite) of sodium. 


+Pure dilute nitric acid does not set 
iodine. 


free 
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Upon aqueous solutions of iodine, viz., 
Lig. iodi fortis, B.P., the action of potash 
(or soda) is: 

6KOH +1,= 5KI + KIO; + 3H.0. 
Similarly, with bromine and_ chlorine, 
when heated. This reaction is the basis 
of the B. P. processes for preparing KI 
and KBr. 

With alcoholic solutions of iodine, e.g., 
Tinctura iodi, iodoform CHIs, is also 
formed and precipitated as a fine yellow 
powder (hexagonal crystals). This is 
Lieben’s test for alcohol, and is used in 
B.P. for detection of chloral-alcoholate 
in chloral. 

C:H;,OH + 4I. + 6NaOH = CHI; + 

NaCHO. + 5Nal + 5H:0. 

(ii.) An organic substitution compound, 
c.g., with tannin, or with phenols (car- 
bolic acid; resorcin). 

(g) Note particularly the incompatibil- 
ity between Syr. ferri iodidi and potas- 
sium chlorate. 

This requires a little time for its devel- 
opment, and so may be overlooked. 

The following prescription was ordered 
for a child: 


eee Sree Cii. 
ONE OS ES a een yer ts iv. 
ET. o LL bisa n sa bwn eee eas Ziv 
NEL: 5 bs wists anaes shuns Se mxx 
Es eee ere ee ad fii 


The mixture gradually darkened, and in a few 
hours deposited iodine in abundance. In this 
condition it was given to the child, with the re- 
sult that serious symptoms set in, terminating 
fatally. The dispenser was unjustly blamed by 
the prescriber. 

Neutral Syr. ferri iod. (or in presence 
of pot. citrate or pot. acetate) is not de- 
composed, but if, as frequently happens, 
it contains some free acid, the solution 
becomes yellow, or brown, and iodine is 
abundantly liberated: 

KCIO; + 6HI = KCl + 3H:0 + Ie. 

Chloric acid is, possibly, first liberated. 
Ultimately hydrated ferric oxide may be 
thrown down, and possibly some irritant 
potassium iodate may also be formed. 

This reaction, then, may also be partly 
a heterogeneous one. Potassium chlorate 
is compatible with ferric salts. 

(3) Ferric salts and acetates. 

The mixture (Basham’s mixture) be- 
comes blood red,* from formation of fer- 
ric acetate. Therapeutically, quite ad- 
missible and harmless; as is likewise fer- 
ric meconate produced when Tinct. opii 
is combined with Tinct. ferri perchloridi. 

Ferric chloride strikes a deep red with 
antipyrin, and violet purple with salicyl- 
ates. 

(4) Formation of nitro and nitroso- 
compounds. 

Resorcin with sp. eth. nit. = dark red. 

The solution made from the subjoined 
formula turned a permanent dark red, and 
produced severe irritation upon the skin: 


R Hydrarg. perchlor ...........-- gr.iv 
Oo See er 
Spir. chlorof. .....-..++ssseeeee aa 3ii 


pir. xth. nitr. i 

Antipyrin with spir. extheris nitr.= 
green. 

This reaction (using NaNOz) is given 
as a test for phenazone (antipyrin) in B. 
P. The incompatibility may be avoided 
by prescribing them in alkaline solution. 

Sodium salicylate (or Bism. salicylate) 
with spir. eth. nitr. = red. 

Bismuth subnitrate gives a red com- 
pound with salicylic acid or sodium sal- 
icylate. Acetanilide (antifebrin) slowly 
develops a yellow or red color with sp. 
zth. nitr. 


*According to Mendeléeff, normal ferric salts 
are colorless, or nearly so (e. g., iron-alum, ferric 
oxalate, ferric phosphate), an the brown or yel- 


low color is really due to basic ferric salts. 
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It is better to avoid any of these com- 
binations, and nitrites should always be 
— in as simple a form as possi- 

e. 

(5) Glycerin and borax. 

Borax is decomposed by polyhydric al- 
cohols, e.g., glycerin, glucose, and honey 
{mel boracis). In aqueous solution, 
borax reacts alkaline, but Glycerinum 
boracis reacts acid, and contains free 
boric acid, and therefore is incompatible 
with carbonates. 
2C;H;(OH):; a Na: B,O; = 2C;H,BO; 

* -++ 2NaBO: + 3H:20. 

C;H;BOs a 3H:O = C;Hs(OH)s ao 

H;:BOs (boric acid), 

It will now be seen why glycerin of 
borax is compatible with cocaine hydro- 
chloride, whereas aqueous solution of 
borax would precipitate the cocaine. 

Borax forms a tenacious jelly with 
mucilage. 


Heterogeneous Systems 


i.e., either a precipitate formed or a gas 
liberated. 

Sometimes an intentional incompatibil- 
ity is committed, e.g., all effervescing 
draughts; seidlitz powders; sodii phosph. 
efferv., B.P.; sodii sulph. efferv., B.P.; 
sodii citro-tart. efferv., B. P.; lotio nigra. 

Some incompatibilities are trivial and 
comparatively unimportant, e.g., vegeta- 
ble astringents (tannic and gallic acids) 
with iron salts; lead salts and opiate so- 
lutions (meconate of lead); ferric chloride 
and tincture of opium (ferric meconate). 

In every dilute solution, e.g., of HgCh, 
it is obvious that precipitations may not 
occur which would happen in stronger 
solutions. 

Of the more important changes which 
should, as a rule, be avoided, we will 
notice: 

(1) Action of halogens upon Liq. am- 
moniz. 

The reaction between the halogens and 
the fixed alkalies has been already re- 
ferred to. 

With ammonia the case is different. 

(a) Free Cl or Br liberates nitrogen 
gas, and the effervescent solution is color- 


less: 
4NH:; tL Br; = 3NH,.Br ot N. 

(b) A more important reaction occurs 
with iodine. 

When Liq. ammoniz (or Lin. camph. 
ammoniatum) is added to Tinct. iodi (or 
liquor iodi) the color of the iodine is dis- 
charged, and a black precipitate forms, 
the so-called iodide of nitrogen. 

This is a most unstable substance, and 
when dry very explosive. Dangerous ac- 
cidents have occurred through ignorance 
or carelessness in dealing with it, after 
collection on a filter. The black precipi- 
tate is an iodine derivative of ammonia, 
and its formula is usually given as NHI. 
or NI;. But according to Chattaway and 
Orton, the true formula is N2H:I;(NHs, 
NI;), and they have obtained it in well- 
defined copper-colored crystals 

The theory of its formation is: 

2NH,OH aa is = Nid +- H.0 a 
NH,OI (hypo-iodite) 
3NH,.OI = Drs at 3H:O a N.Hsls. 
Iodide of nitrogen is also liable to be 
formed when alcoholic solution of iodine 

is left in contact with white precipitate. 

Iodide of nitrogen is analogous in com- 
position to silver fulminate, NAgs or 
NHAg:, but not to fulminate of mercury, 
C:Hg(NO.)N, which is a derivative from 
the nitro-acid, C:H:(NO:)N. 

(2) Liberation of an acid gas (CO: or 


2 


Carbonates are decomposed by: 

(a) Free acids, except HCN and H.S. 

Examples of such stupid combination 
are: Ac. sulphuric dil. with mist. crete; 
nitromuriatic acid with aromatic spirit of 
ammonia; oxymel, or syrup of squill 
(acetic acid), with carbonates, bicarbon- 
ates, spir. ammonize aromat.* 

(b) Acid salts, e.g., cream of tartar, 
KHT. 


If gray powder (hyd. c. creta) be 
rubbed up with conf. sulphuris (KHT), 
the pasty mass slowly swells and becomes 
frothy: 

CaCO; + 2KHT -——_ +K.T+H.0 


2. 

(c) Basic salts, e.g., Bism. subnitras. 

This slowly decomposes alkaline bicar- 
bonates, especially if gently warmed. 

SaG8, DICEED: 4.5.0 .6:0iacs <0 

La SERRE ee eae 

Sp. ammon. arom.... 

BED CUMOUOR s 5 ors a: ciyiels raw ino-0 one ace 3 

VOGT A eR ee rere oe A < 

M. 





After the bottle had been put aside for an 
hour it burst. 


BiONO; -f 2NaHCO,; = Bi.O:COs + 

2NaNO; a H.O + CO:. 

Bismuth carbonate should be substi- 
tuted for the nitrate. 

If bismuth subnitrate be added to chalk 
mixture, CO, will be slowly evolved. 

(d) Double citrates, e.g., scale prepara- 
tions of iron, viz., ferri et amm, citr.; 
ferri et quin. citr. 

The following prescription could not be 
dispensed without some effervescence: 


OG CRUD wieie orsls-r-6:0'<.v15\aa1e/e nie a sere 3 ij. 
PGt) AOGIGN 6655.55 50 6.0 so wees = Se 
Ferri ammon. citr sietecen ede 
AQUS BUTANE «206006055 --ad Ziti. 





Sulphides, e.g., CaS, are decomposed 
by acids, and H.S liberated. 

Potassium chlorate reacts with strong 
HCI, and Cl gas is set free. 

With H:SQ,, Cl2Ox, is liberated. 

¢3) Liberation of an insoluble acid. 

Free benzoic and salicylic acids are 
sparingly soluble. Add a mineral acid, 
e.g., Infus. rose acidum, to solution of 
ammonium benzoate or sodium salicylate, 
and note the abundant crystalline precip- 
itate. 

Neither acetic nor boric acid will cause 
precipitation. 

Some glucosides, e.g., glycyrrhizin, are 
precipitated from their solutions, viz., ext. 
glycyrrh. lig., by mineral acids, and an 
unsightly brown mass produced. 

(4) Mercurials. 

The following points should be noted: 

(i.) Mercurous compounds are more 
unstable than mercuric compounds, e.g., 
green iodide of mercury, Hg:I:, which 
has been rejected from the B.P. owing 
to its instability. 

(ii.) Mercuric (per) compounds some- 
times assume allotropic forms, e.g.: 

Mercuric oxide, HgO, red (red precipitate) and 
yellow forms (both official). 

(iii.) Mercuric compounds readily form 
double salts, e.g., Donovan’s solution 
(Liq. arsen. et hydr. iod.). 

Mercuric iodide, HgIe (red and yellow forms). 

Lister’s zinco-mercuric cyanide, HgCys, 
4ZnCye; 

Mayer’s reagent, HglIe, 2KI; Sal. alembroth, 
HgCle, 2NH,Cl. 

(iv.) All mercurous (sub) compounds 
are insoluble. 

Both oxides of mercury are insoluble, 
and an intentional incompatibility is ex- 
emplified in Lotio hydrarg. flava, and 

*Several official preparations contain free acid, 
viz., acetum scille; infusum rose acidum; liq. 
ferri acetatis; syr. calcis lactophosph.; syr. ferri 
phosph.; syr. ferri phosph. c. quin. et strychn.; 
syr. limonis; syr. scille. 


Lot. hydrarg. nigra formed by action of 
lime water on the chlorides: 


HgCl. + Ca(OH): = HgO + CaCl, 
+ H:20. 

Hg:Cl. + Ca(OH): = Hg:O + CaCl, 
+H:0O 


2 . 
Potash and soda and their carbonates 
react similarly to lime water. 






Re Hydrate. péerchlor © s....60.6.0:040: «< Gok 
BAG IEE, oie sis are-uecleec eases - + 3 iss. 
POtARG: JOGIOE. 5.6.5.0:6.6-6 050540 80s es sa 
BM OIRICE: Fords a ane ciais dbus is see ole 3 ij. 
MONO aie CRM 5:4 505s hs. wste es tac aoa aliond ad 3 viil, 


About as bad a prescription as could be de- 
vised. . 

To prescribe corrosive sublimate with 
arsenic, use Liq. arsen. hydrochlor. 

A solution of HgCl: in glycerin is not 
precipitated by Liq. potassz in the cold. 

Ammonia behaves quite differently. 

With corrosive sublimate it forms 
“white precipitate’ (hydrarg. ammon., B. 

) 


HgCl.+2NH; = NH.Cl + NH:HgCl. 
With calomel, “black precipitate” is 
formed (not official). 
Hg:;Cl.+2NHs = NEH,CI 4. NH. Hg;Cl. 
Borax added to HgCl. precipitates red 
oxychloride of mercury. 
Calomel is converted into mercuric salt 
by HCN, and turns black from liberation 
of metallic mercury: 


Hg:Cl. +2HCN — + 2HCl 


g. 
Calomel is decomposed and blackened 
by bromide of potassium in presence of a 
trace of moisture. 


Hg.Cl. + 4KBr = (HgBrz, 2K Br) + 
2KCl + Hg. 


This is a dangerous incompatibility, 
and these two salts should never be pre- 
scribed together, for a poisonous mercuric 
salt is formed. 2 

The following prescription was written 
for a child (result to child not stated): 

PMU DTG 6 6.5.6: 6 ko crs declares dees Rr. X, 
ON ee rere corr gr. iii. 

M. Mitte tales iii. 
(Ph. J., Feb. 24, 1894.) 

Calomel is decomposed by pure iodide 
of potassium and blackened, and yellow 
mercurous iodide is also formed. : 

Tincture of iodine acts upon calomel in 
a somewhat complex fashion, with pre- 
cipitation of red iodide of mercury. 


Hg.Cl. + 4KI =  _mnae + 2KCl 


g. 
Heg:Cl. a ie HgCl, + Hegl:. 
HgCl. + I: = HgICl + ICl—(Ph. J., 
Feb. 24, 1804.) 

(To be Continued.) 





Cleansing Compounds Should Bear 
Caution Labels. 


A correspondent of the New York 
“Evening Post” calls attention to the 
danger to the public which exists from 
the reckless sale by druggists of cleans- 
ing fluids, most of which contain naph- 
tha, turpentine, ether, gasolene, or other 
highly inflammable constituent parts. 
These explosive liquids are sold to igno- 
rant domestics, children, or, in fact, any 
would-be customer, without so much as a 
word of caution as to the bottle being 
kept corked near artificial lighting, or any 
warning as to the fluid not being used in 
places where the gas burners are uncov- 
ered. 

The correspondent of the “Post” sug- 
gests that druggists paste printed cau- 
tions on all bottles of cleansing com- 
pounds which contain inflammable or ex- 
plosive compounds. 
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| Queries and Answers. | 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for in- 
formation bearing on pharmacy or any of its allied topics, and cordi- 
ally invite our friends to make use of this column. 





The name and address of the inquirer must accompany the 
communication, not for publication, but to assure attention, as we 
make it a rule to pay no regard to anonymous correspondence. 
The Manufacture of Soft Capsules—S. or a graduate in pharmacy. Applica- 
F.—The manufacture of these cap- tion may be made in person at any of the 
sules presents some difficulties; metal navy yards, or by letter to the United 


moulds are a necessary part of the equip- 
ment for making them. The gelatin com- 
pound is easily made, consisting of mix- 
tures of gelatin, glycerin and sugar in 
varying proportions. The following for- 
mulas for the gelatin mass are recom- 
mended: 


PM ska vikeewteeeenbsekece 25 parts 
EEONU 50:0 oss 00> canbe see sne 10 parts 
MEET Sebeseebbsso000000eenne 8 parts 
SOE bo xnnessedtssabaaeasere 45 parts 


In a porcelain dish mix the gelatin and 
the water and allow to steep until most 
of the water is absorbed, then add the 
sugar and glycerin, set the dish in a 
water bath and heat until solution is ef- 
fected. 

Another formula calls for: 


EN DUssSHERDES SSD SERS ORS 6 parts 
DMN scvebitinnGsobiaswbes’ 1 part 
DC KcbhhG5sekesoss bewssen'e I part 
BPEED nee e5b550 Ss casseeesonee 5 parts 


Proceed as with the first formula. 
Honey is sometimes added, as in the 
following: 


DN cevhvnvecascaaeedbaee ee 3 parts 
NNT 5556556455 S5a0e near eee 3 parts 
EE. sos beSss0esks555s508n58 3 parts 
PEE. ci suanssbacksasraresees 10 parts 


As stated above metal moulds of suit- 
able shape are necessary. These, which 
are oiled to prevent the mass from stick- 
ing, are dipped into the gelatin mixture, 
while it is still hot and twirled about 
either by hand or machinery until the gel- 
atin becomes firm, when the gelatin forms 
are removed from the moulds and 
trimmed. They are then set upright in 
a board provided with suitable depres- 
sions and filled with the liquid medica- 
ment by means of a syringe, care being 
taken to avoid wetting the outside of the 
capsules. The openings are closed by 
dipping the end of a glass rod into the 
gelatin solution while the latter retains 
its liquidity, and transferring the drop to 
the opening, which it is made to com- 
pletely close. The capsules are then ex- 
posed to the air for a few hours until 
thoroughly dry, when they are ready for 
use. 


_ Naval Pharmacists.—E. L. F. asks, re- 
garding the qualifications one must pos- 
sess to be able to enlist as a pharmacist 
in the navy; where he must make applica- 
tion and what rank and pay go with the 
office. 

The rank of pharmacist in the navy is 
gained by promotion from hospital stew- 
ard. Applicants for the position of hos- 
pital steward must possess a pharmaceuti- 
cal education satisfactory to the examin- 
ing surgeon; he is usually required to be 
a licentiate of some board of pharmacy 


States Navy Department, Washington, 
which will refer you to the nearest re- 
ceiving station to your home. The pay 
of the hospital steward is about $70 per 
month, and he ranks as a chief petty of- 
ficer, which is equivalent to a non-com- 
missioned officer in the army. 


To Silver Glass—L. K.—We regret 
our inability to supply you with a copy 
of the number of the AMERICAN DrRuG- 
GIST containing the formulas for silver- 
ing glass as our supply is exhausted. 
The method which appears to have found 
most favor is that described below. 

The success of the operation of silver- 
ing glass depends very considerably upon 
the condition of the glass surface which 
is to be coated. The utmost care should 
be taken in cleansing the glass so as to 
remove completely any traces of grease 
or dirt. The slightest suspicion of 
grease is fatal, consequently, the glass 
should first be carefully washed with a so- 
lution of ammonia water applied with 
pledgets of clean cotton followed after- 
wards by a weak acid bath as recom- 
mended by Scoville. Either hydrochloric 
or acetic acid can be used in the propor- 
tion of about 1 part of acid to 100 parts 
of water. The glass is then dried and 
polished with a clean linen cloth. The 
silvering solutions are made and applied 
as follows: 


SOLUTION NO. 1. 


PE EOE 556 boss ke Hane 200 grs. 

SENG GURIIUED oo oss 000008 sufficient. 
Seen WHET 2. ccccccccess sufficient. 
REE. eke wesaavesseudeness 1 fi. oz. 


Dissolve the silver in 6 fluid ounces of 
distilled water and add ammonia grad- 
ually until the brown precipitate at first 
formed is just dissolved, no more. In or- 
der to guard against an excess of am- 
monia, it is always best to add a little so- 
lution of silver nitrate (16 to 18 grains to 
an ounce of distilled water) to the am- 
moniated silver solution until the solu- 
tion is permanently turbid again. Then 
filter through a double paper filter, turn- 
ing back till it comes through clear, and 
add distilled water through filter to make 
12 ounces; add 1 ounce alcohol, place in 
a clean bottle and shake thoroughly and 
cork. Keep in a cool, dark place. 


SOLUTION NO. 2. 


ME... cvianenkee we I2 grs 
i CE .ivccscehentes 16 grs. 
Distilled water ...........-. sufficient. 
REDE Lov hsisebaxeusasess 1 fl. oz. 


Dissolve the Rochelle salt in 8 ounces 
of distilled water, place in a clean porce- 
lain or porcelain-lined evaporating dish, 
and heat to boiling point. When boiling 
gently add while constantly stirring with 
a glass rod the silver nitrate dissolved in 
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I ounce of distilled water, and continue 
to boil gently until the solution, which 
will turn brown and then black, turns 
gray. Then continue boiling for a min- 
ute or so longer, and add 3 ounces of dis- 
tilled water and filter, making up to 12 
ounces through the filter with distilled 
water. Place in a clean bottle, add 
I ounce of alcohol and shake thoroughly, 
cork tightly, and keep in a cool dark 
place. 

These solutions should be allowed to 
stand at least five or six hours before 
using. The glass having previously been 
cleaned is now leveled above any suitable 
support, so that none of the pieces used 
to level come out to the edge of glass. It 
should then be rinsed thoroughly with 
distilled water and the water tipped off 
the glass. Then mix equal parts of No. 
1 and No. 2 solutions and pour the mix- 
ture on the glass as long as it will hold it. 
Any air bubbles should be broken down 
with the glass rod by touching them, and 
the solution made to cover the glass per- 
fectly out to the edges. Allow to stand 
for an hour or more, then tip off the solu- 
tion and rinse with clear water, and be- 
fore drying amalgamate with solution of 
cyanide of potassium and mercury made 
as follows: 


SOLUTION NO. 3. 


Potassium cyanide ......... 8 grs. 
Mercury cyanide .......... 16 grs. 
WEEE Go acsacta teres soca sufficient. 


Dissolve the salts separately in 8 fluid 
ounces of distilled water and add to suffi- 
cient distilled water to make 1 gallon. 

Place this in a sprinkler and sprinkle 
the silver covering until it begins to 
change color (lighten to about a lead 
color), then rinse immediately and thor- 
oughly with water and stand on end to 
dry. When dry examine the face of the 
mirror to see if the plating is perfect, and 
if so paint it with asphaltum varnish, us- 
ing a smooth soft brush, which will not 
scratch the plate. The fingers must not 
touch the silver before it is painted or it 
will leave a mark. 

If these directions are followed a good 
mirror will be the result, but in this, as 
in everything else, it will be found easier 
after some practice. 

Quinimel.—W. T. S. requests the for- 
mula of a preparation bearing this name, 
which we now hear of for the first time. 


Correspondence. 


— . | 


Seabury & Johnson Will Protect Cus- 
tomers. 
To the Editor: 

Sir:—We would thank you to give pub- 
licity in the January ‘25th issue of your 
esteemed journal to the following: 

Suit has been brought in the Chancery 
Court at Trenton, N. J., by Johnson & 
Johnson against this corporation, to re- 
strain the use by it of the Red Cross la- 
bels which have been used for many years 
on our packages—long before Johnson & 
Johnson were in existence. 

We shall defend this suit to the fullest 
extent, and take this opportunity to notify 
the trade that we shall fully protect all 
holders and purchasers of our goods bear- 
ing this mark. _ Yours truly 

BURY & ‘JOHNSON, 
H. C. LOVIS, Secretary. 
New York, January 22. 
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| Advertising Ideas. 


_ Under this heading we shall conduct a practical discussion of 
store methods and advertising for retail druggists. The Department 
Editor will be pleased to criticise advertisements, suggest improve- 
ments and answer all questions coming within the scope of this de- 
partment, provided they are accompanied by the name and address of 











| Urysses G. MANNING, 


Naming Your Specialties. 


HERE are frequent inquiries about 
suitable names for druggists’ spe- 
cial preparations. This indicates, I 
think, that an exaggerated value is put 
upon coined or bizarre names. Where a 
preparation is to be put on the general 
market it is well for the proprietor to 
keep himself in the background and fo- 
cus attention on the name of the article. 
In such cases a single but distinctive 
name that can be trade-marked is desir- 
able. But I believe it best where a rem- 
edy is to be pushed locally only that the 
title should invariably be coupled with 
the druggist’s name, so that every sight 
or mention of it will be an advertisement 
for his business. In such cases a plain 
descriptive title is apt to be best. If you 
call a remedy “Kaskarine” or by some 
other freak name, every time it is men- 
tioned some sort of description of its uses 
must be given, but there is no need of 
mentioning its maker. But call it Smith- 
ers’ Liver Regulator, and its mission is 
fully indicated and the proprietor is al- 
ways mentioned. - It is natural in giving 
such a title to put the emphasis on the 
maker’s name, in order to distinguish it 
from other liver regulators, or cough 
cures, or headache remedies, as the case 
may be. If you make a good specialty it 
shguld be made to help advertise your 
business, and it will do this best if given 
the form of title suggested. 


Prize Advertisement. 


The American Druggist offers a prize 
of books to the value of $2, each issue, 
for the best retail druggist’s advertise- 
ment. The prize is this time awarded to 
YY Farrington, North Tarrytown, 


Honorable Mention. 


Moore’s Pharmacy, Sandwich, IIl.; 
Staton & Zoeller, Tarboro, N. C. 


CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 


The Prize Ads. 


Editor Advertising Ideas: 

I enter the enclosed folder and ads in your 
prize competition. We put the folder in pack- 
ages as they are wrapped up, and also in the en- 
velopes in which our yearly cough remedy calen- 
dar is sent out. Good results have been seen 
from the distribution. The folder was written by 





| 
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DEPARTMENT EDITor. | 
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ourselves and Fig sie by our local printer. We 
send sample ads from each of our papers. Our 
position is top of column on first page, and we 
never run an ad for more than two issues; most 
of the time we change weekly. We have been 
fairly successful in our a? Many val- 
uable pointers have been obtained from your de- 
partment; each issue of the journal is perused 
very carefully. 
E. FarrINGTON. 

North Tarrytown, N. Y. 

Taken altogether, this batch of adver- 
tising is the best submitted for this issue. 
The folder is a neat six-page one, de- 
voted to specialties. It is well written 








Soft Rands, 0) 
fair Skin, 


Clear 0) 


Complexion 





may be had by using 


Creamal Lotion. 


a a 


An elegant preparation for 
beautifying the complexion. It is 
daintily perfumed, highly medi- 
cated, pleasant to use, and neither 
sticky or greasy. It keeps the 
skin soft, white and healthy; 
cures chapped hands, face and 
lips; removes tan and roughness 
of the skin, and allays the irrita- 
tion of sunburn. 

It is a great favorite with the 
ladies. 

Men will find it excellent to 
use after shaving. It seems to do 
what they expect. 

A iuxury for all persons—A 
necessity in every season. 


PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


& # 
Prepared only by... 


- E, FARRINGTON, 
Beekman Ave., North Tarrytown, N. Y. 





A Prize Advertisement. 


and neatly printed. It is marred by the 
misfit grammar of the title, “Everybody 
don’t know.” Otherwise the circular is 
better than the average, though some 
portions of it could be condensed a trifle 
without losing any of its force. Three 
pages of the circular are shown. Cuts 


were used in connection with some of the 
matter, but they were irrelevant and add- 
ed little or nothing to the appearance of 
the circular. 

This advertising is good enough to 
bring results. If the results are not mark- 
ed, the probabilities are that not enough 
advertising is done. Once a year is not 
often enough to issue a circular. More 
space in the papers can, I think, be used 
profitably, and no ad should be allowed 
to run more than one week. If you have 
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Cough : : 





YOUNG AND OLD. 


We have many reasons to make us 
think so. The people who have used 
it tell us so. e have used it our- 
selves, and it has never failed to cure. 
Every year we have sold more than 
we did the year before, twice as many 
bottles last year as we did the year 
previous. 

It is manufactured from our own 
private formula at our own laboratory, 
from drugs, that have been used for 
years to cure Coughs and Colds. It is 
simple, harmless and efficacious. Pure- 
ly vegetable, and contains nothing that 
will in any way injure the most deli- 
cate system. So pleasant to the taste, 
that children take it readily. 

It loosens the cough, soothes and 
heals the irritated throat, and gives 
prompt relief. 


No household Should Be Without It. 
PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


Prepared only by...... 


E. FARRINGTON, 


Beekman Ave., North Carrytown, WN. ¥. 





A Prize Advertisement. 


not more subjects for ads than there are 
weeks in a year, you are not doing your 
stock justice. You do good enough ad- 
vertising to justify an aggressive cam- 
paign. Spend 2% per cent. of your sales 
for advertising, and watch your business 
grow. 


Meteorological Advertising. 
Editor Advertising Ideas: 

We enclose an ad for the prize competition. 
Your plan of giving a prize for the best ad each 
issue is an excellent idea, and will undoubtedly 
prove of much benefit to those interested. 

Staton & ZoELLER. 

Tarboro, N. C. 

This ad is reproduced. It is a good 
one and it suggests methods which this 
firm probably follows, but of which they 
give no intimation in their letter. ; 

It looks as though they change their 
ads daily and that they attempt to fit 
their talks to the weather conditions. 
They may also have arranged to have the 
weather man’s forecast appear exclusive- 
ly in their space. ; 

The weather report is a good feature 
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for an ad, especially if an advertiser can 
arrange with his paper to not publish it 
elsewhere, but it is good anyway, and is 
used by hundreds of advertisers, includ- 
ing Wanamaker. If ads were fitted to the 
weather conditions, whenever this could 
be done without dragging in subjects by 
the hair, it would also help to interest 
many readers and would be a distinctive 
feature that could not be imitated. The 
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Showers to-night and probably 
Saturday; colder Saturday. 


| Weather Forecast : 





Bad Weather.. ve 


makes no. difference—you 
take the baby’s picture in-doors 
by flash light and print it on 


DEKKO PAPER 


oee eee 


can 


by lamp light. The sun is no 
longer necessary either in taking 
or making pictures. We will be 
glad to tell you how easy it is. 


Kodaks at 25 per cent. discount. 
STATON & ZOELLER, 


Druggists. 


*Phone 42. ; 
Purchases delivered. 


BBBOOOOOOOOHOOO 


A Weather Ad. 
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ad used in this case fits naturally, but the 
heading might well have been “Bad 
Weather Photography.” 

Always Good. 

Moore’s Pharmacy, Sandwich, IIL, sub- 
mits several newspaper ads, all of which 
are good. The following, subject consid- 
ered, is unusually good. Here is some 
first-class argument on window glass, an 
article that affords very little opportun- 
ity for the ad writer: 


A Pane of Glass. 


In the manufacture of common 
window glass, three grades are 
produced: A, B and C. The best 
grade, A, is the one we sell. “A” 
glass is best for the following 
reasons: First, it is made of 
pure materials, producing clear- 
ness. Second, it is annealed 
properly, giving strength. Third, 
it is comparatively free from 
spots, air-bells, wave lines, etc. 
Fourth, it is of uniform thick- 
ness. 

Some merchants sell “B” and 
“C” glass at the price we ask for 

» “A.” Our glass combines high- 

est quality and low price. 

The writer of this asks how he may 
improve in the writing of ads. The only 
effort to make is to strive to say what 
you have to say as clearly and briefly as 
possible, and then quit. What you say is 
always more important than the way it is 


said. No two persons will express the 
same idea in the same words, nor is it 
best that they should. Say it your own 
way; it is the idea that counts. If you 
have much to say and can’t well condense 
it, take more space. Some of the ads sent 
are unduly crowded and it would be bet- 
~ to enlarge the space than to cut the 
ads. 

A good working rule where ads are to 
be set in brevier type with bold display is 
to allow one inch space, single column, 
for each twenty words of your ad. 


Advertising Paint. 

Yeager & Fulton, Braman, Okla., send 
a paint ad which treats of the advantage 
of using harmonious colors, and which 
promises help in this matter to the cus- 
tomers of this firm. This is a phase of 
the paint subject that is seldom mention- 
ed in advertising. The cost or wearing 
qualities of paint are more important, but 
there is no reason why every side of the 
subject should not be presented. 

This ad states that “the art of combin- 
ing colors which will produce a pleasing 
effect is a gift which few possess. Paint- 
ers who understand this art save you 
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| Cold : 


begin with-___ 


FARKIRINGTONS 
LAXATIVE COLD 
TABLETS 


at the appearance of the first 
symptoms of cold; such as sneez- 








ing, or a creeping, chilly sensa- 
tion, accompanied by a watery 
discharge from the nostrils. If 
taken promptly, they will cure a 
cold within a few hours. 


PRICE, 25 CENTS. 
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For sale by 


E. FARRINGTON, 
Beekman Ave., North Tarrytown, N. Y. 
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A Prize Advertisement. 


time and money.” This argument seems 
a little forced. Proper harmony will 
doubtless save dissatisfaction and regret, 
but it is not quite clear where the time 
and money come in. 


Brief Mention. 
John R. Thompson, Allegheny, Pa., 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


breaks into song in a recent ad as fol- 
lows: 
ay, in ’s hands are lovely, 
er face is fair to see, 
Her eyes shine bright 
Like stars at night, . 
When she throws her smiles on me. 


Her skin is white as lilies, 

Her cheeks like visions seem, 
She’s as pretty as a doll, 
And she owes it all 

To THompson’s CrysTaL CREAM. 

This is pretty fair verse if the metre 
does limp a little; but it is a better adver- 
tisement for the writer’s versatility than 
for the Cream, because the ad leaves us 
in doubt as to whether the preparation is 
a blemish healer or concealer. _ 

Perhaps verse is useful as giving an 
aesthetic touch to advertising, and should 
not be tied down to the sordid task of 
selling goods. 


eH et SH 


J. R. Cajacob, Little Rock, Ia., sends a 
four-inch, double column ad which con- 
sists of the following boldly displayed: 

“For chapped hands Husketeine stands 
without an equal. Speaks for itself. Give 
it a trial. Only 25 cents at the drug 
store.” 

This is a signboard ad. Fairly good of 
its kind, but not a good kind. Its merit 
lies in the mention of the name, purpose 
and price of the preparation: facts around 
which all good ads are built. Its faults 
are the commonplaces: “Stands without 
an equal”—‘Speaks for itself’—‘Give it 
a trial.” These expressions have been 
worn threadbare in a million ads. 


eH re SH 


The Hess Drug Co., Humboldt, Kan., 
issued a very neat folder advertising their 
holiday stock. Construction and print- 
ing were both excellent. After an earn- 
est introductory talk, lists of gifts for la- 
dies, gentlemen, etc. It is a businesslike 
production that can be commended. 


He 


G. H. Sapper, Washington, Mo., has a 
position in the center of the first page of 
his paper; one entirely surrounded by 
news matter. It does not seem possible 
that anybody can get away. The proba- 
bility of this is further lessened by the 
fresh, live ads that are kept in the space. 


eH He 


Willis G. Gregory, Buffalo, N. Y., has 
issued a twenty-page booklet with col- 
ored cover, which seems to be a con- 
densed paraphrase of circulars previous- 
ly used. It touches on his stock and meth- 
ods in rather a rambling manner, but it 
is interesting and will be effective because 
of the facts it presents. 


Suppressing Samples. 

An ordinance before the city council of 
Harrisburg, Pa., provides that nobody 
shall distribute samples*of medicine on 
the public highways. Advertisers must 
place their samples in the hands of adults 
only. Violation of the ordinance is pun- 
ishable with a fine not less than $10 nor 
more than $50, or imprisonment for thir- 
ty days, or both. Local physicians are 
pleased with this measure. They say that 
the indiscriminate distribution of medical 
samples is detrimental to the public 
health. 


If you will tell about that clever me- 
chanical device of yours in a paper for 
the Prize Essay Department you may 
win the $5 prize. 

















AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD 45 











PROPRIETARY DEPARTMENT 


Conducted by Richard Quincy Munn. 






































M. J. BreITENBACH, 


President of the M. J. Breitenbach Co., Importers of Gude’s Pepto-Mangan. 


The success achieved by M. J. Breitenbach is one which will appeal to all 
our readers, for he has fought his way unaided and alone from the position of 
errand boy in a retail drug store to that of — of one of the most pop- 
ular and widely prescribed remedies on the market. Mr. Breitenbach was born 
in Albany, Ga., just in time to undergo as a child some of the many hardships 
suffered by the people of the South during the Civil War. His father dying 
about the close of the war, the boy came to Newark, N. J., where he lived with 
his aunt and attended the public schools until, after graduating therefrom, he 
came to New York at the age of 18, with two dollars in his pocket, to seek his 
fortune, which he found the beginning of in the drug store of Schoenrock & 
Kessler, on Sept. 1, 1874. Here he was thoroughly grounded in the principles 
and practice of pharmacy, as this was one of the few stores in which the phar- 
macist made all his own preparations, as even at that time the manufacturing 
pharmacist was coming to the front. Entering college, Mr. Breitenbach was a 
member of the last class that graduated from the old University Building on 
Washington Square, as he passed his final examinations in 1877, before he at- 
tained his majority. Shortly after graduating he secured a position at Sixtieth 
street and Third avenue with Tscheppe & Schur, going from there to Albert C. 
Dung, at 6: Bowery. Some two years after his entering Mr. Dung’s store, his 
employer left for a trip to Europe, leaving Mr. Breitenbach in charge. In 
1881, Mr. Breitenbach bought out the store, and in ’91 he opened another store 
at Fifty-seventh street and Madison avenue. Having sold large quantities of 
Gude’s Pepto-Mangan in his two stores, Mr. Breitenbach became convinced of 
its great value, and purchased the exclusive American rights for the prepara- 
tion. In 1892 he organized a stock company to further the sale of Pepto-Man- 
gan, and selling out his retail stores, devoted himself exclusively to the task of 
promoting the sale of this tonic. Mr. Breitenbach has depended wholly upon 
the intrinsic merit of the preparation and the originality of the methods used 
in introducing it. He has prepared a number of wholly original booklets, and 
has had the most phenomenal success from the very start. He attributes this 
largely to the fact that he never makes any claim for Pepto-Mangan which is 
not based upon the most authoritative clinical evidence. Mr. Breitenbach is of 
a quiet and rather retiring —— extremely methodical, and most, scrupu- 
lously exact ana upright in all his dealings. Associated with him is E. G. Wells, 
who for a long time was with the C. N. Crittenton Company, and who was 
associated with Mr. Breitenbach in the formation of the stock company, of 
which he is now secretary and treasurer. 





NEWS AND COMMENT. 





tory of the rebate plan, he continues to 


My Paint and Oil Friend Again. 


Y paint and oil friend of Chicago, 
M like Banquo’s ghost, will not down. 
He is apparently quite determined 

to come into the field of drug journalism, 
willy-nilly, and to debate the questions 
at issue. He devotes a page or more to 
answering my remarks in a former num- 
ber of this department, and from the van- 
tage point of entire ignorance of the his- 


make fine copy. He labors under the de- 
lusion that the rebate plan was “a triple 
alliance of retailers, wholesalers and man- 
ufacturers to destroy or minimize depart- 
ment store and other cut-rate competi- 
tion.” It wasn’t. It was an arrangement 
made between manufacturers and whole- 
salers designed to stop the then existing 
slaughter of prices by the wholesalers. 
All the jobbers entered into it, with, I 
think, one exception in the Middle West. 
A good part of the work of the commit- 


tee has since been directed to preventing 
this man from getting supplies. He final- 
ly became so exasperated that he began 
a conspiracy suit against the entire mem- 
bership of the N. W. D. A. The com- 
mittee did, for a time, grapple with the 
retail cutter, but since 1893 has done noth- 
ing of moment in this direction. My 
paint and oil friend writes a long letter 
to Frank A. Faxon, chairman of the com- 
mittee. Mr. Faxon wisely forbears to 
reply, and turns the letter over to Mr. 
Hollictay. Now, if my paint and oil friend 
will refer to the Druaaist for Dec. 11 he 
will see that Mr. Faxon states in a letter 
to this depar ment, that jobbers fulfil their 
duty to the rebate plan when they sell 
rebate goods at rebate prices—in other 
words, that that is their whole duty in 
the premises. Mr. Faxon’s letter reads 
thus: “Replying to your question, ‘Do 
jobbers conform to the rebate plan when 
they in all cases sell their goods to the 
retail trade at prices prescribed by the 
manufacturer?’ would say that they most 
certainly do.” As we stated that this time: 
“This would seem to set at rest a ques- 
tion which seems to have been a debat- 
able one in the minds of many. The only 
restriction which the rebate plan lays up- 
on the jobber is the restriction as to price. 
If he conform to the price laid down by 
the manufacturer, he is performing his 
whole duty in the premises. One still 
hears a good deal about jobbers supply- 
ing cutters and department stores in a 
surreptitious way—which is all nonsense. 
There need be nothing surreptitious in 
the matter, nor is there. It is all perfect- 
ly frank and open.” 
es te 
Loyalty to the Rebate Plan not the 
Question at Issue. 

Jobbers may, and do, supply “anyone 
capable of paying for them,” be he ag- 
gressive cutter, department store or some 
other kind of evil-minded person. “If 
they choose to supply some and refuse 
others, that is entirely their own affair.” 
It naturally follows that if the jobbers do 
this, the manufacturers feel at liberty to 
do likewise—so far as the rebate plan is 
concerned. The prime difference between 
the manufacturers and the jobbers is that 
most of the manufacturers do want to 
control the retail price of their products, 
and some—possibly many—of the jobbers 
do not “care a brass farthing about this 
question.” The ex-president of the N. 
W. D. A. and long-time chairman of the 
Proprietary Committee, M. N. Kline, 
said to the Proprietary Association con- 
vened in New York last June, “I claim 
that the day has gone by when anyone 
will take the position that goods can be 
kept out of the hands of the cutter. That 
was recognized by the Proprietary Com- 
mittee of the N. W. D. A. in 1893, and 
has been reiterated at every meeting 
since.” Messrs. Faxon and Kline can, 
as a general thing, be depended on to 
know what they are talking about. Mr. 
Holliday’s reply to my paint and oil 
friend is a gem of diplomacy. He says: 
“There can be but one answer to the 
statement that the Proprietary Goods 
Committee of the N. W. D. A. does not 
care a brass farthing about this question, 
meaning the question relating to the loy- 
alty or disloyalty of proprietary manu- 
facturers to the rebate plan.” The ques- 
tion was not as to the loyalty of the man- 
ufacturers to the rebate plan, but as to 
the control of retail prices by the com- 
mittee. The Proprietary Committee does 
not materially concern itself with that 
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question, and nobody knows it better 
than my good friend, Mr. Holliday. It 
exists to protect the jobber, not the re- 
tailer. He consequently answers the first 
question from the safe ground of another 
proposition. 

He continues: “In answer to your sec- 
ond interrogatory, I desire to state that 
the Proprietary Committee ‘was formed 
and exists to see that the provisions of 
the rebate plan are properly observed by 
members’ (this is a quotation from my 
remark), and non-members of the asso- 
ciation as well, as much the latter as the 
former; for would it not be manifestly 
absurd for such committee to secure full 
co-operation of the one wholesale house 
in Chicago holding membership in the 
association and ignore the other five 
houses, which, while selling all the rebate 
goods, are not members of the associa- 
tion? The work of the committee, and 
my work under the authority of the com- 
mittee, has to do with the entire jobbing 
trade, non-members as well as mem- 
bers.” I was talking about members of 
the rebate plan, houses that sign rebate 
contracts, and he is talking about some- 
thing else, members of N. W. D. A. My 
paint and ‘oil friend then writes a letter to 
Thomas V. Wooten, secretary of the N. 
A. R. D., and, of course, succeeds in 
spreading something of his own puzzle- 
ment to that gentleman. Mr. Wooten 
says, “In regard to the statement which 
you say was made in the article, namely, 
‘that there is no requirement under the 
plan by which manufacturers are expect- 
ed to refuse supplies to anyone capable of 
paying for them’ (my remark), I can 
hardly bring myself to believe that any 
writer would make such a statement if 
the plan referred to is the agreement en- 
tered into by the Proprietary Association 

of America, the N. W A. and the N. 
A. R. D. at St. Louis in October, 1898.” 
Well, the “plan referred to” was not the 
plan at all, and if my paint and oil friend 
had had any comprehension whatever of 
his subject, he would have told Mr. 
Wooten so. I am not sorry that this little 
discussion has come about, for it may 
help to clear the atmosphere. It will be 
best for the interests of the drug trade if 
outsiders, like my paint and oil friend, are 
made to do one of two things—either 
write understandingly or maintain si- 
lence. This department stands for the 
protection of the retail druggist against 
unfair competition, for the adequate con- 
trol of the weaker element of the jobbing 
trade, and for the support of the manu- 
facturers against the crying evil of sub- 
stitution; but there is no use in endeavor- 
ing to befuddle the questions at issue by 
mixing up the rebate plan with the pro- 
prietary resolution. 


xe te SF 


The Cutters Cut. 


It is said of one of the big cutters in 
Boston that never in the whole course of 
his career did he institute a cut. In other 
words, he only cut a price to meet the 
price which some other dealer had made. 
He boasts that once having cut a price, 
nothing in heaven above or the earth be- 
neath will induce him to restore it. From 
all accounts, he has made this boast good, 
and as a result he is more feared by the 
department stores than any man in Bos- 
ton. Department stores had been in 
the habit of selecting an article for 
slaughter on a particular day. For 
instance, they would sell a_ certain 
Fridays at 50 


dollar preparation on 


cents. The moment they do this, the 
cutter announces the article at 50 cents 
for every day in the week, and nothing 
will induce him later to restore the 
price. The department store may adver- 
tise the article at 90 cents—the cutter con- 
tinues to sell it at 50. If in a freak of 
vexation they one day offer it at 40 cents, 
then 40 becomes the cutter’s standard fig- 
ure from which there is no appeal. In 
this way, he has taught the department 
stores of Boston the danger of making 
leaders out of proprietary medicines. So 
far as this goes, he is really a benefactor 
to the whole drug trade of the city and 
vicinity, though his object is very far 
from being philanthropic. If there is any 
merchant in the world that knows when 
he is well off and is more than willing to 
let well enough alone, it is the depart- 
ment store man. From the fact that he 
is commonly peculiarly amenable to price 
restrictions, he would be a favorite chan- 
nel of distribution for the manufacturer, 
were he not, on the other hand, so fre- 
quently an aggressive substitutor. 


eH eH 


Department Stores Hurtful to Proprie- 
tors. 

But there are department stores and de- 
partment stores. Some of them are not 
substitutors in any sense of the word, and 
they will, moreover, take a little trouble 
to push an article on which there is a 
good margin of profit. When such con- 
cerns will maintain the price established 
by the manufacturer, they are very natur- 
ally considered very desirable customers. 
I am considering the facts as they are and 
not as I would like them to be. There is 
every good reason why the sale of all 
medicines should be confined to the drug 
store, and no good reason whatever why 
they should be sold bv such a menagerie- 
builder as a department store man. But 
proprietary remedies have got into his 
store, and I am afraid they will stick 
there. I think it is safe to say, however, 
that the department stores are gener- 
ally speaking, infinitely more hurtful to 
the manufacturer than are the druggists. 

It is not, however, the department store 
per se which will be read out of the medi- 
cine business, but the substitutor.. There 
are three things which will ultimately dis- 
pose of the substitutor—public opinion, 
moral suasion, and law. The last is prob- 
ably remote enough, but the other two 
are showing their strength already. Some 
of the department stores are showing that 
they appreciate the fact that the public 
does not like substitutes, by throwing out 
the substitutes altogether. It is not to be 
supposed that the retail druggists are to 
forego the right to make and sell their 
own remedies. But for the sake of their 
own material well being they should ab- 
stain from trying to force a customer for 
a standard advertised article to take 

“something just as good” in place of it. 
There is no reason why a retail druggist 
may not develop a legitimate demand for 
any one, or several, of his own prepara- 
tions if he possesses a modicum of brains 
and capital. Very many of the big pro- 
prietary medicine men of the country 
were originally retail druggists. A retail 
druggist who will spend, say, five dollars 
a month in booklets on a first-class, orig- 
inal preparation of his own, can have a 
self-sustaining sale for it within a year. 
This is legitimate and honorable. Substi- 
tution, on the other hand, is totally ille- 
gitimate and totally dishonorable. And 
in the end it proves a disastrous invest- 
ment of time and money. 
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As to Popular Demand. 


I came across an interesting bit of news 
in New England the other day, which, 
while it does not apply directly to the 
drug trade, is an indirect application to it. 
A wholesale liquor dealer in one of the 
principle cities told me that the makers 
of a certain famous and widely-advertised 
whisky had conceived the idea that by 
having one sole wholesale distributor in 
a section, and refusing supplies to all 
other wholesalers, they could han- 
dle their business to better advan- 
tage and more absolutely control the 
The wholesaler 


retail price. in ques- 
tion had been for years the gen- 
eral distributer for the section, and 


had been in the habit of supplying ‘others 
in the first year of this new ruling, his 
sales fell from over fifteen hundred cases 
to less than two hundred. All the retail 
liquor dealers knew that he was the sole 
wholesale distributer, and that they could 
obtain supplies by going to him. Just as 
much advertising was done as before, and 
the popular demand was, presumably, as 
great. But, the sales fell, and theories 
couldn’t mend the matter. Then the man- 
ufacturer opened wide all the old chan- 
nels of distribution, and the sale at once 
revived. This would seem to teach that 
it is a dangerous experiment to throw the 
slightest impediment in the way of a 
popular demand. No demand is so in- 
sistent that it will be gratified in spite of 
impediments. A popular demand is the 
most fragile and evanescent thing known 
to commerce. The manufacturers of pro- 
prietary medicines are perfectly aware of 
this, and that is one of the reasons why 
they have hesitated to choke off the de- 
partment stores. 


se e 
The Decadence of Dollar Goods. 

A good deal has been said about the 
low-priced remedies displacing the old 
standard dollar articles; but this, I think, 
is not to be accepted as the whole truth. 
When a man or woman wants a remedy 
for some slight, temporary ailment, like 
a sore throat or cough, a headache, or an 
attack of constipation, there is a mani- 
fest reluctance to pay any such sum as 
fifty cents or a dollar; and that is where 
the low-priced remedies have come in 
and displaced, more or less, the old stand- 
ards. It is to be noted’that some of the 
makers of the old standards of this char- 
acter ‘have met the conditions by 
getting out a ten or twenty-five cent 
size. But for remedies which might be 
called called constitutional or reconstruc- 
tive, of which several bottles must be 
taken before an appreciable result can be 
obtained, there is probably as strong a 
demand as ever. There is one thing which 
militates against this, and that is that peo- 
ple do not seem to have the money to 
spend on medicines they once had. The 
earnings of mechanics in-the manufactur- 
ing centers have been less for several 
years, asemployment has been less steady. 
This particularly applies to the mill op- 
eratives of New England. Generally 
speaking, mechanics are receiving better 
pay now than they did a couple of years 
ago, but they are apparently not yet in a 
position to be liberal users of this class of 
product. The farm laborers and farmers, 
who were formerly regular customers for 
fifty cent and dollar remedies, seem no 
longer to buy them, or to buy them at 
longer intervals. With wheat at about 
sixty cents and other farm products in 
proportion, there does not seem much 
likelihood of the farmer or his man buy- 

















AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 47 


ing anything they can possibly get along 
without. 


es ee 
Prosperity and Proprietaries. 

When cotton was king, the Southern 
farm laborer got good wages, and his 
master the planter was rich. That was 
the halcyon period for proprietary medi- 
cines in the South. The South to-day is 
not a fruitful or satisfactory field of op- 
erations for the patent medicine man. 
When wheat was standard at a dollar, the 
wheat belt was a veritable gold mine to 
him. When New England practically 
controlled the manufacture of cotton fab- 
rics and the mills were humming ten or 
twelve hours a day, there wasn’t any end 
to what the patent medicine man could do 
in that section. But this is a country of 
amazing fluctuations and changes, and as 
the boys on the street say, a man is “kept 
guessing” from the cradle to the grave. 
New England, the South, and the wheat 
belt, are poor territory for the proprietor 
nowadays. His only consolation seems 
to lie in the manufacturing centers of the 
Middle West, and West. From the panic 
of ’93 down to the end of ’98 it has 
been pretty hard sledding for him, and 
his trade seems to have slipped away on 
all sides. Now, with the advent of a defi- 
nite and tangible prosperity, many of the 
barren fields may turn fruitful for him 
again. It is a subject of vital importance 
to the retail drug trade of the country, 
whether the manufacturer of proprietary 
remedies does a good business or the re- 
verse. Let any one who doubts this, com- 
pare the drug stores of any country which 
does not advertise and sell patent medi- 
cines, with the drug stores of America, 
and he will speedily see the force of my 
remark. This is beyond and above every- 
thing, the country of the advertised pro- 
prietary medicine; and this is beyond and 
above everything, the country of the 
magnificent drug store. The interest of 
the manufacturer is the interest of the 
retail druggist. 


A Test Case on the Phenyo- 
Caffein Plan. 
To the Editor. 
Sir:—We have begun a legal proceed- 
ing against a local dealer to test the agen- 


cy contract that we require the whole- 
salers of our goods to sign. Brewer & 


Co., of Worcester, have signed it, and . 


sold some of our goods to a local dealer 
and sent with the invoice one of the con- 
tracts intended for retailers. Tne retailer 
in question takes the ground that he is 
not bound by a conrrict unless he signs 
it. The acceptance of the goods, he 
claims, does not constitute a contract. 
This is the point at issue. He has cut the 
price and we are suing for damages. We 
desire to proceed against a number of 
other cutters in Massachusetts as soon 
as we can get the right kind of evidence 
against them. 

We feel sanguine as to the outcome, 
hzving been assured by competent attor- 
neys that the contract is valid. If we win 
we think that a new era will begin in fair 
dealing. It is time that an example should 
be made of the flagrant violators of fair 
competition. We are taking the initiative 
in this matter, believing that a prece- 
dent would have a deterrent effect upon 
price-cutting and possibly induce other 
manufacturers to protect the retail prices 
of their goods. 

We have tried strenuously for two 


years to enforce a contract that required 
wholesalers not to sell to cutters. Our 
efforts having for the most part failed, 
we think it best to try to compel would- 
be cutters to sell at full prices, rather than 
to try to prevent them from getting the 
goods. For the present we shall confine 
our judicial proceedings to aggressive 
cutters of the State of Massachusetts. 
During our contention we hone to have 
the moral support of the wholesale and 


More than one wholesaler has told us 
that retailers would not appreciate what 
we are doing.”” Whether this is true, time 
will tell. We are doing merely what we 
think is fair in our own behalf and in be- 
half of the retail trade. Hitherto the re- 
tailers have befriended us, and we think 
that they will not forsake us now or 
hereafter. 


PHENYO-CAFFEIN CO. 


Worcester, Mass., Jan. 20, 1900. 








retail drug trade. 
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CANADA NOW IN THE MOVEMENT. 


Many Petitions for the Repeal of the Stamp Tax. 


GOOD WORK OF THE JOBBERS OF ST. JOSEPH—A DONATION FROM A WHOLE- 
SALE FIRM—PETITION OF THE NEW YORK CITY DRUGGISTS— 
SATISFACTORY PROGRESS MADE. 


Canada Joins Hands. 

Y the affiliation with the National 
B Association of the Society of Re- 
tail Druggists of the Province of 
Quebec, which was_ effected this 
month, Canada joins the movement 
in the United States for the regu- 
lation of prices and the correction of 
trade abuses. The secretary’s notifica- 
tion to Mr. Wooten of the action of his 
society is contained in the following com- 
munication addressed to Mr. Wooten, 
secretary of the N. A. R. D.: “I have 
much pleasure in forwarding to you our 
society’s application for affiliation with 
the N. A. R. D., and have by the same 
mail sent to your treasurer, Chas. T. Hol- 
ler, of St. Paul, Minn., an express money 
order for the sum stated in the applica- 
tion. The amount forwarded is to cover 
the fifty cent assessment upon each paid- 
up member of our society, which, we be- 
lieve, is in accordance with your require- 
ments. As our membership increases, 
which we expect will shortly be the case, 
we will remit you further amounts. Trust- 
ing our connection with the N. A. R. D. 
may prove mutually advantageous, I re- 
main, yours truly, E. Muir, Secretary- 
Treasurer, The Society of Retail Drug- 

gists of the Province of Quebec.” 


Price Cutting Stopped ina Kansas Town. 


Through the mediation of the N. A. R. 
D. price cutting has been stopped at Gar- 
nett, Kan., much to the gratification of 
the members of the Anderson County As- 
sociation. The jobbers of St. Joseph, 
Mo., are entitled to the thanks of the Na- 
tional Association for their co-operation 
in restoring amicable relations between 
the retailers of that locality. 


A Donation. 


“St. Louis, Mo., Jan. 6, 1900.—Thos. V. 
Wooten, Secretary, Chicago. Dear Sir: 
—We beg to advise that we to-day mail 
the treasurer, Mr. Chas. T. Holler, our 
check for $200, covering subscription to 
your association, which we trust will duly 
reach him and will be of help in forward- 
ing the interests of the retailers. We 
should have remitted this long ago had 
trust it is in ample time to serve. We 
we been advised of its acceptance, but we 
thank you most heartily for the cordial 
expressions of good will, which we beg 
to reciprocate, and stand at all times 
ready to do anything in our power to 


advance the interests of the retailers, their 
interests being our interests. With kind 
regards, very truly yours, Meyer Bros.’ 
Drug Co., C. W. Wall, Treasurer.” 


The Stamp Tax Petitions. 


Reports from various parts of the coun- 

try indicate that the petitions recently cir- 
culated by the N. A. R. D. are receiving 
not a little attention. The members of 
the organizations are to be congratulated 
en the success of their efforts, but they 
are urged to continue these efforts until 
our object is obtained. 
_ The following from a letter of the Rob- 
inson-Petter Co., Louisville, will be of in- 
terest: “We have a letter from our mem- 
ber of Congress, Oscar Turner, in which 
he says that he is heartily in favor of the 
repeal of the tax mentioned, and sug- 
gests that he be advised as to who will in- 
troduce the bill, in order that he might 
have a personal interview with him in re- 
gard to the matter. If you can inform us 
on this point, we will be very glad to cor- 
respond further with Mr. Turner.” 

The petition of the New York City 
druggists was sent to Congressman Mc- 
Clellan through the Manhattan Pharma- 
ceutical Association. The secretary of the 
Association has recently received the fol- 
lowing acknowledgment: ‘Thomas J. 
Keenan, secretary, New York. Dear Sir: 
—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of Jan. 16, inclosing petitions of the 
Pharmaceutical Association. I will pre- 
sent the petitions to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and the matter to which it re- 
lates will, at the proper time, receive my 
careful consideration. Yours very truly, 
Geo. B. McClellan.” 


Serum of Long Life. 


Metchnikoff, whose studies of cell life 
have placed him in the front rank of bi- 
ologists, announces that he has been at 
work for more than a year upon a study 
of the causes of senile decay, with a view 
to removing these causes. With the aid 
of his assistants he is seeking to prepare a 
series of serums each one of which when 
injected into a particular organ will put a 
stop to its senile atrophy. These re- 
searches he looks upon as a continuation 
of Brown-Sequard’s experiments, though 
Metchinkoff depends upon the circulation 
and not upon the digestion for the assim- 
ilation of his remedial serum. 
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A LOVE FEAST OF MANUFACTURERS, JOBBERS AND RE- 
TAILERS. 


A Manufacturing Firm Entertains the Local Association. 


Speeches at the Banquet. 


Russell House, Detroit, on the night 

of Jan.8, was witnessed a scene which 
would make an old-time druggist start 
as in a dream, for there was to be seen 
gathered around the same table the rep- 
resentatives of the manufacturing, the job- 
bing and the retailing trade mingling to- 
gether with the appearance of brothers 
and to all purposes imbued with the one 
idea of unity of sentiment and purpose. 
It was the occasion of a banquet tendered 
by the firm of Nelson, Baker & Co. to the 
members of the Detroit and Wayne 
County Retail Druggists’ Association. 


A Happy Idea. 

The firm of Nelson, Baker & Co. have 
never had the name of doing things by 
halves, and this was too late a date for 
them to think of doing anything in that 
way, consequently when the happy idea 
of tendering this banquet occurred to 
them, the natural outcome was assured. 
They consulted with the executives of the 
local association of retailers and left a 
great many of the details in the hands of 
a committee appointed for that purpose. 
Their confidence was not misplaced, and 
the efficient manner in which the affair 
was handled, aided by the proprietors of 
the Russell House, fully justified their ex- 
pectations. ene 

Jas. E. Davis, of the firm of Williams, 
Davis, Brooks & Hinchman’s Sons Co., 
and President J. W. Seeley, of the asso- 
ciation acted as toastmasters. 

After an invocation by the Rev. R. W 
Clark, the assembly listened to Harold 
Jarvis’ rendition of the “Battle of Ma- 
nila,” sung in a masterly manner, and re- 
ceived with well merited applause. 

A Manufacturer’s Sentiments. 

H. L. Kramer responded to the initial 
toast of the evening, “The Proprietary 
Manufacturers,” a subject which he 
handled in thoroughly characteristic 
style. He said: 

“TI wanted the retail dealer to precede 
me, just as I want the interest of the re- 
tail drug merchants to precede mine. I 
have done so in the past as I shall do so 
in the future, and I insist that I shall 
have the privilege of hunting down Col. 
Holliday if he makes any protest against 
the retail merchant. There has been a 
misrepresentation of the relation between 
the proprietors and the retailers, and you 
will charge it to me personally. If I say 
anything that is pleasing, you must give 
the credit to the proprietary drug men. 
The proprietors of the United States are 
watching carefully every move of the re- 
tailer, and we are glad to see that it is be- 
ing realized on your part that there ex- 
ists a true relation between us. 


The Manufacturer and the Jobber. 
“There is a certain demoralization ex- 
isting in our ranks, but I hope to see the 
day when the proprietors will be able to 
ask for contracts from the jobbers, which 
shall provide that they shall sell only to 


|* the commodious banquet hall of the 


such men as we shall specify. I will ask 
the retail druggists to aid us in making 
this contract a possibility. Then if the 
jobber ‘dares’—I got that word from Hol- 
liday—to sell to any one not specified we 
will ‘bust’ him up in business. We want a 
contract that carries its burden on the 
one that breaks it. I am sure that 
you will find 50 or 100 of the pro- 
prietors who will be glad to join you in 
this matter. I wish we had 100 manufac- 
turers here; we ought to have more of 
these gatherings. There is nothing like 
organization if it is actuated by the prop- 
er sentiment. 


The Wholesaler. 

After an Irish monologue sketch by 
John A. Donovan, Harvey Clark, of the 
wholesale firm of Farrand Williams & 
Clark, responded to the toast, ‘The 
Wholesale Druggist.” Mr. Clark spoke in 
a humorous vein, and referring sarcastic- 
ally to the line from the Rubaiyat, which 
followed the toast, “Each morn a thou- 
sand roses brings,” said that all the roses 
that ever appeared in the paths of the 
wholesaler were more than offset by the 
difficulties which constantly presented 
themselves. His remarks gradually drift- 
ed into a serious strain and he pointed out 
the immense advantages to be derived by 
all concerned in the closer fellowship 
among drug men. He urged those pres- 
ent to further the ties of fellowship at ev- 
ery opportunity, assuring them that the 
wholesalers were more than willing to 
do their share to help along the good 
cause. His remarks were listened to with 
a great deal of interest and he was fol- 
lowed by Fred Warrington, who rendered 
in an inspiring manner, “The Deathless 
Army.” 

W. H. Burke’s Address. 
3urke, of Detroit, then 
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Retail Druggists Banqueted. 


“The 


called upon to speak to the toast, 
Retail Druggist.” Mr. Burke said: 


The Situation of the Retailer. 
“The retail druggist, by right complains 
about the competition that he is required 
to meet in the everyday sale of quinine 
capsules and cathartic pills, but I am 
sure he has a much greater right to com- 
plain about the competition he meets 
around this banqueting board as a re- 
sponder to toasts. His everyday duties 
call for action more than words, and do. 
not develop that felicity of speech that 
such occasions as this demand. His ora- 

tory is indeed a drug on the market. 


Let Not Your Activity Cease. 


“A great preacher who has but recently 
left this sphere of terrestrial bliss has said 
that his favorite text was ““Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap,” and 
I think this text applies very well to the 
apothecary. In these hustling days of the 
twentieth century (sic) a pharmacist can 
only expect success after he has fulfilled 
all the requirements that make a skilful, 
aneducatedand a trained dispenser. Many 
students at college are apt to think that 
a diploma is the end. After that delusion 
has passed away another takes its place; 
and that is the thought that once estab- 
lished in a business for himself, he will 
have no more worries and can sail on 
peacefully, contendedly, prosperously and 
happily. A young minister once said, 
when his final examinations were com- 
pleted: ‘Now, I am well fixed; I have 
sermons enough for three years and am 
through with my studies. I have nothing 
to do but to have a good time,’ but his 
disappointment was grievous and_ his 
awakening cruel. The young physician 
who imagined that the battle would be 
won when he cured a certain important 
patient, and the lawyer who thought that 
the gaining of a great case would make all 
else easy, were both mistaken. It is much 
easier to start in a pursuit or a profession 
than it is to carry one to a final success. 

“The successful pharmacist like the suc- 
cessful doctor, the successful lawyer and 
the successful minister, must be ever alert 
and persevere continuously if he would 
keep abreast of the times. 

“These are some of the seeds the retailh 
druggist must sow before he can garner 
the harvest. 
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What of the Harvest? 

“And now let us see what this harvest 
has been that comes only after painstak- 
ing and arduous preparation. I believe 
that optimism is better than pessimism, 
but no amount of optimism can disguise 
the fact that this harvest is not one to 
make the heart of an epicure glad; and 
the re&4son for this is not hard to find—6o 
per cent. of the druggists’ business is con- 
fined to proprietary goods and these trade 
marked articles have afforded a splendid 
means for the advertisement of other 
wares. Aggressive merchants look upon 
money lost in the sale of such merchan- 
dise in the same light as that spent for 
newspaper space, and thus more than 
one-half of the retailer’s stock in trade is 
but the advertising medium for the more 
aggressive dealers. But withal, I am con- 
vinced that the more fortunate, the more 
energetic and the more resourceful can 
still wring an annual stipend from an un- 
willing public. 


Able Response to “The Press.” 

The toast “The Press,” was responded 
tc by Joseph Helfman, editor of the **Bul- 
letin of Pharmacy.” Mr. Helfman’s ad- 
dress, which is printed in full in another 
column, made a very favorable impres- 
sion, and was listened to with the clos- 
est attention. 


Professor Prescott’s Plea for Co-opera- 
tion. 

In Prof. A. B. Prescott’s response to 
the toast, “Education,” which followed, 
he exemplified the value of a more far- 
reaching interchange of ideas among 
those whose business interests were 





H. L. Kramer, 


One of the Speakers at the Banquet. 


wrapped up in any one line of the drug 
business as the most rapid method of 
progress towards the one road to suc- 
cess whose signboards were all inscribed 
with the word ‘Unison.” 

“Our Kin Across the Water,” the next 
toast, was responded to by J. E. D’Avig- 
non, of Windsor, Ont. 


Dr. T. A. McGraw was delegated to 
represent his professional associates and 
replied to the toast, “The Physician.” 

The next toast to “The Man Behind 
the Gun,” found a fitting spokesman in 
W. C. Sprague. The speaker put Mr. 
Nelson in the role of the man behind the 
gun in a lengthy reference to the firm 
whose hospitality they were then accept- 
ing and whose upward course in business 
had been so rapid and so well merited. 
F. E. Holliday Denies the Military Title. 
The toast “The N. A. R. D.” was fittingly 
replied to by F. E. Holliday, the chair- 
man of the Executive Committee of that 
association. Mr. Holliday said in part: 





’ PRESIDENT J. W. SEELEY, 
Wayne County Retail Druggists’ Association. 


“In the time that is to come you can 
plainly see that the wholesaler and the 
retailer must stand together. Now, I am 
not a colonel at all—I am an humble pri- 
vate of the rear rank of the retail drug- 
gists, but personally I can assure you that 
the retailers are ready and willing to 
stand with the bigger men in the conflict; 
and Mr. Kramer will see that the whole- 
salers will come around to the proper 
view of things. I have found much to 
enjoy tn the speeches of those who have 
preceded me and I want to thank Messrs. 
Nelson, Baker & Co. for the kind and 
generous way in which they have extend- 
ed courtesies to us. There is to-day in 
his country no more liberal nor up-to- 
date firm than the same Nelson, Baker & 
Co. They are willing to be with us in 
whatever is fair and right on both sides. 
And let me tell you that having them 
with us means more to us than you may 
think. If they are persuaded to take our 
side, it is sure that their example will be 
followed by others. They wield an enor- 
mous influence. They have shown us 
what they can do in the line of banquets. 
They will show us what they can do in 
the way of allying their interests with 
ours in our efforts to secure what we be- 
lieve to be our rights.” 

Mr. Holliday’s remarks were received 
with the utmost enthusiasm. 


Praise for the Hosts. 

F. A. Cooke was then called upon to re- 
spond to the toast, “Our Hosts.” He said 
that during the fifteen years in which he 
had been connected with the drug trade 
of Detroit, he had never experienced so 
pleasant a duty as that to which he was 
now called. He spoke in a reminiscent 
vein of the changes which had occurred 
during that time, and pointed with pride 
to the success of “Our Hosts.” He re- 
ferred to the modest manner in which 
they commenced business in 1899. After 
securing the services of Dr. A. B. Lyon 
they made it their ironbound policy to 
place upon the market nothing but goods 
of the best quality, and all now realize 


that a positive guarantee of faithful fulfil- 
ment accompanies every preparation 
upon which you find their name. 

Addressing himself to the hosts, he 
said: “We, your guests, wish to join, one 
and all, in showing you the confidence 
we are always ready to place in you. We 
have this evening enjoyed the greatest 
treat ever offered to the Detroit and 
Wayne County Druggists. That same 
spirit which has characterized your deal- 
ings with us has permeated the banquet 
hall to-night. May success attend your 
efforts in the future as in the past and 
that you may live long to enjoy peace, 
happiness and prosperity is the best wish 
of the Deroit and Wayne County Drug 
Association. 


Mr. Nelson Responds. 

The guests all rose and drank to the 
health of their hosts and after some sing- 
ing E. H. Nelson, of the firm, was called 
upon and responded in a few well chosen 
words. “It would be extremely ungra- 
cious,” said he, ‘were I to refuse to ac- 
knowledge the compliment conveyed in 
the association of my name with the toast 
you have proposed as well as to acknowl- 
edge, the end that this gathering has in 
view, namely, the fostering of the frater- 
nal spirit which should permeate the 
members of a common calling. 

“T congratulate the Detroit and Wayne 
County Retail Drug Association upon the 
success of its efforts and assure the mem- 
bers that it is with pleasure that I occupy 
the position of host upon this occasion, 
and if, in your position of guests, you 
have enjoyed yourselves, Nelson, Baker 
& Co., whom I represent, will be doubly 
pleased and triply paid by the knowledge. 
Before taking my seat I wish to extend to 














E. H. NE Lson, 


President of the firm of Nelson, Baker & Co. 


the Detroit and Wayne County retail 
druggists and their invited guests my best 
wishes for a very prosperous year of 1900 
and may we live to enjoy together many 
repetitions of this character around the 
festive board.” 

This brought the formal programme to 
a close. 
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MOVING FOR A PHARMACY 
LAW. 





Maryland Will Remove a Stigma. 





PROPOSED LAW EMBODIES MANY 
NEW FEATURES. 





Three Grades of Certificates to be Issued. 


Maryland enjoys the distinction with 
Nevada of having no law on its books 
restricting the practice of pharmacy to 
men who have passed examination before 
a state board of pharmacy. This 
fact has been for many years a source of 
chagrin to the pharmacists and drug man- 
ufacturers of the State, and repeated ef- 
forts have been made to have a law on 
the subject, equally protective to the 
pharmacist and the purchasing public, 
enacted by the State Legislature. The ef- 
forts have been unsuccessful, through the 
opposition of the general country store 
proprietors and such firms as sell them 


drugs. 

The effort will be renewed, however, at 
the present session of the Legislature, 
under the auspices of the Maryland Phar- 
maceutical Association, and the effort will 
have the support of the entire body of 
pharmacists (as well as the public), since 
it offers a protection that is a vital es- 
sential of the safety of the community. 


The Present Stigma. 


President A. R. L. Dohme, of the as- 
sociation, is taking an active part in the 
preliminary contest, and has issued a cir- 
cular letter on the subject, which, among 
other things, says: 

“Our association is making an earnest 
endeavor to have this pharmacy law 
passed by the Legislature, and principally 
because our State is the only State in the 
Union that has no such law. This stigma 
greets us as pharmacists wherever we 
travel to attend pharmaceutical meetings, 
and we are getting heartily tired and 
ashamed of it. There need be no better 
argument for the desirability of the bill 
becoming a law than that every other 
State, even the newest on our flag, has 
seen fit and has passed such a law. Our 
proposed law is simpler and less exacting 
than those passed by other States, but, 
after many failures to have such a law 
passed, we have concluded that we would 
rather have a simpler, unsevere bill passed 
than none. 

“When all the public and all the phar- 
macists on the one side favor the bill, and 
only the general country stores and such 
firms as sell them drugs are opposed to 
the bill, it appears strange that the Legis- 
lature has always sided with the minority 
and voted down or killed the bill in com- 
mittee.” 

Features of the Bill. 

The bill as prepared provides for the 
appointment by the governor of five phar- 
macy commissioners who shall constitute 
a Maryland State Board of Pharmacy. 
The members of the board must be prac- 
ticing pharmacists, with ten years’ active 
experience, and not connected with any 
school of medicine as teachers, instruct- 
ors or members of the board of trustees. 
A salary of $50 each is provided for the 
members of the board in addition to le- 


gitimate expenses. The duty of the 
board shall be to examine candidates for 
license to practice pharmacy. Three 
grades are recognized, with certificates 
necessary for occupation at any—phar- 
macists, acting pharmacists and assistant 
pharmacists. Age and service qualifica- 
tions are provded, which entitle members 
of any of the three classes to go before the 
pharmacy board and undergo thorough 
examination. In the discretion of the 
board a certificate of registration may be 
issued. By a further provision the clerk 
of the Court of Common Pleas of Balti- 
more city and the clerks of the Circuit 
Court of the various counties will issue 
proper licenses on the presentation of 
these certificates from the State Board. 
The licenses are renewable annually, and 
a fee is attached to each renewal. Var- 
ious important limitations are prescribed, 
which, in the wisdom of the makers of the 
law and in the experience of other com- 
munities in all parts of the country, have 
been found expedient. 


Important Exceptions. 


There are a few important exceptions 
to the general provisions. The introduc- 
tion to the bill, after outlining its scope, 


ays: 
“It shall, however, be lawful for physi- 
cians to compound and dispense their 
own prescriptions, and for merchants to 
sell patented medicines and medicines 
bearing copyrighted names on labels, and 
medicines in original and unbroken pack- 
ages, if such packages are put up by and 
béar upon them the name and address of 
a licensed pharmacist, or if put up by and 
bear upon them the name and address of 
a manufacturer or a jobber who does not 
vend medicines at retail; and it shall be 
lawful for traders to sell in the regular 
way such drugs, spices and chemicals as 
are used for culinary purposes and in the 
arts, if not sold for nor intended for 
medicinal use either internally or exter- 
nally; provided, that it shall be lawful for 
merchants to vend in broken packages 
of tartar, sal-soda, sodium bicarbonate, 
cream of tartar, sal-soda, sodium bicar- 
bonate, sulphur, borax, copperas, salt- 
peter, camphor and quinine sulphate.” 
An earnest effort will be made to en- 
gage the support of as many as posible 
of the members of the General Assembly 
for the measure and the members of the 
Pharmaceutical Association entertain 
high hopes that the bill may become a 
part of the laws of the State, and that 
Maryland may lose its unique distinction, 
before mentioned, of being the only State 
in the Union without some such protec- 
tive statue. The officers of the associa- 
tion are: President, A. R. L. Dohme, 
secretary, Charles H. Ware; treasurer, 
W. M. Fouch; executive committee, J. 
Webb Foster, chairman; A. Eugene de 
Reeves, Cambridge, Md.; John G. Beck. 


Dr. Stewart on the A. Ph. A. 


“The Work of the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association in Relation to the 
Materia Medica of the Future,” is the 
title of an address by F. E. Stewart, of 
New York, published in a recent issue 
of the Journal of the American Medi- 
cal Association. In it he calls the attention 
of the profession to the work of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association, 


and as chairman of that committee asks 
that aid may be given to make the phar- 
macy of the future what it should be, 
viz., a branch of medical science. 
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MASSACHUSETTS ALUMNI 
DINE. 





A Brilliant Gathering. 


Boston, Jan. 20.—The Association of 
the Alumni of the M. C. P. held a meet- 
ing at the American House on last Thurs- 
day evening. From all points of view the 
gathering was the best which has taken 
place in late years under the auspices of 
the association, and President Capper and 
his fellow officers deserve much praise 
for its inception. 

The oratory was chiefly devoted to 
“College Reminiscences,” but this feature 
was preceded by the usual dinner. At 
the head of the table seated on either side 
of President Capper were the following 
guests: Amos K. Tilden, Samuel A. D. 
Sheppard, Ph. G.; Joel S. Orne, Henry 
Canning, William W. Bartlet, Ph. G., 
and Robert Greenleaf, M. D. At the oth- 
er tables were noted the following repre- 
sentatives from the college: Profs. Baird, 
Scoville, La Pierre and Jordan, and Trus- 
tees Nichols, Crocker and Stover. Other 
faces well known in pharmaceutical cir- 
cles were: Freeman, H. Butler, Ph. G.; 
Charles F. Nixon, Ph. G.; Benjamin Rid- 
dell, Ph. G.; William A. Chapin, Ph. G.; 
Edward P. Wirth, Ph. G., M. D.; Albert 
Nott, M. D.; George H. Ingraham, Will- 


iam H. Glover, Ph. G., and Alfred A. 
Burnham, Ph. G. 


The Speakers. 


President Capper at the close of the 
dinner introduced Mr. Sheppard as the 
first speaker. He took for his topic the 
early growth of the college and the A. 
Ph. A., making especial mention of the 
work of Samuel L. Colcord and George 
F. H. Markoe, both deceased, in the de- 
velopment of these organizations. 


Early History of Drug Business in Bos- 
ton. 

Amos K. Tilden followed. Mr. Tilden 
has been delving into Boston’s early his- 
tory from the drug store standpoint, and 
he gave the members an instructive view 
into this subject, going back as far as 
1712. He made mention of the five Brown 
brothers who at one time owned five sep- 
arate drug stores on Washington street, 
and thought this could not be equaled in 
any other city in this country. He also 
paid the late Dr. Jenks a fitting tribute. 

Joel S. Orne spoke next. He told about 
the drug business of 61 years ago and his 
duties as an apprentice. 

Henry Canning gave an account of his 
early connection with the college which 
he served for many years, first as secre- 
tary and later as president. Mr. Canning 
was at the head of the institution at the 
time of the erection of its present build- 


ing. 

William W. Bartlet, Ph. G., followed. 
He gave some amusing incidents of stu- 
dent life at the college, especially while 
the late Prof. Babcock occupied the chair 
of chemistry. In conclusion, Mr. Bartlet 
read an ode to the M. C. P., to the tune 
of “America,” which was subsequently 
sung by the members, the singing being 
led by Mr. Canning. 

The closing speeches were made by 
Freeman H. Butler, Ph. G., and Prof. 
Greenleaf. 
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THE MOLINEUX TRIAL. 





Chemical Testimony in the Case. 


The interest in the Molineux murder 
trial continues unabated, although the 
trial has already lasted longer than 
any criminal trial before the New 
York courts, while the evidence for 
the prosecution is not yet all in. 
Up to the present time but lit- 
tle of any chemical interest has been 
brought out in the evidence. The pros- 
ecution has endeavored to show by the 
evidence of Mr. Yocum, a “tanning” 
chemist, that it is possible to produce 
mercuric cyanide by means of ingredients 
which were easily in the reach of the de- 
fendant, who, as our readers will no 
doubt recall, is charged with having com- 
mitted murder by poisoning with this 
salt. Mr. Yocum testified that he had 
made mercuric cyanide by boiling togeth- 
er Prussian blue and yellow mercuric ox- 
ide, both of which would be at the com- 
mand of the defendant in his position as 
superintendent of a manufactory of dry 
colors. 

It will be recalled that Mrs. Adams, the 
victim, came to her death by taking a 
dose of what was supposed to be bromo 
seltzer from a bottle which had been sent 
anonymously to Harry Cornish, an em- 
ployee of the Knickerbocker Athletic 
Club, In their efforts to find an adequate 
motive for the attempt to poison Cornish, 
the prosecution succeeded in introducing 
the fact that the body of H. C. Barnet, a 
former member of the Knickerbocker 
Athletic Club, contained mercuric cy- 
anide, as well as did the body of Mrs. 
Adams, and endeavored to prove that 
jealousy existed between Barnet and Mol- 
ineux. The bearing of these facts, if prov- 
en, upon the case at bar is evident. 

The main feature of interest to pharma- 
cists ir. the testimony of the prosecution 
was the evidence of Dr. Withaus, who 
has had a wonderfully wide experience as 
an expert toxicologist. 

Dr. Withaus is about sixty years old, 
and stout of figure, with gray side whisk- 
ers and a benevolent and fatherly aspect. 
On the witness stand he speaks in 
a conversational tone, using simple, di- 
rect and convincing language, and mak- 
ing frequent references to a small book of 
laboratory memoranda. In this case Dr. 
Withaus has prepared a very beautiful set 
of exhibits, showing the results of the ex- 
amination of the brain, liver, stomach 
contents, intestines and their contents, 
and of one kidney which he showed to the 
jury, stating the processes by which the 
different salts shown were obtained. Each 
set of the mercurial exhibits—and there 
was a separate set for each of the organs 
examined—showed mercuric oxide, mer- 
curic iodide, mercurous chloride, metallic 
mercury, black mercurous sulphate and a 
golden anode coated with a deposit of 
mercury. In the case of the brain, how- 
ever, the amount of mercury present 
proved so small that no globule of the 
metal could be obtained after producing 
the iodide, etc. In the analysis of the kid- 
ney also the yellow and not the red iodide 
was shown. 

Dr. Withaus testified that the above 
were by no means all the tests which had 
been applied, but that these had been se- 
lected as the most characteristic and best 
fitted for exhibition to the jury. 

He stated that mercuric cyanide might 
be made by boiling together Prussian 
blue and yellow mercuric oxide, or 


Hee adding mercuric oxide to a solution of 
hydrocyanic acid, and by other methods 
the best of which was that which had been 
official in the U. S. Pharmacopoeia of 
1870. On cross-examination Dr. Withaus 
stated that it might be made from ver- 
milion by first converting the vermilion 
into mercuric oxide by boiling with mag- 
nesia. 

The presence of cyanogen was shown 
by the production of Prussian blue and 
one of the jurors asked whether that fact 
were any indication that the cyanide was 
made from Prussian blue; but learned, of 
course, that this was not the case. 

Dr. Withaus examined the residue left 
in the tumbler from which Mrs. Adams 
and—so it is claimed—Cornish drank and 
found a considerable quantity of mercuric 
cyanide in it. He also analyzed the ef- 
fervescent salt remaining in the bromo 
seltzer bottle from which the poisonous 





Prof. Withaus snowing exhibit of poisons ob- 
tained from remains of Mrs. Adams. 


dose was taken and found mercuric cyan- 
ide there also in large quantities. He 
gave it as his opinion based solely upon 
his own observation of the presence of 
the poison in the parts of the body sub- 
mitted to him that Mrs. Adams undoubt- 
edly came to her death by reason of the 
poison, though he later modified this 
statement by saying that this was the 
cause of death unless she had died by 
some act of violence committed between 
the time when she took the poison and 
the time when she died. 

The long and tedious evidence of the 
handwriting experts was illumined by the 
introduction of the testimony of Dr. Per- 
sifor Frazer, of Philadelphia, all of whose 
evidence as a handwriting expert was 
based upon microscopic examinations, 
and was presented in a more scientific and 
easily comprehensible manner than that 
of any other of the experts who testified 
as to the identity of the writing on the 
poison packages. 

As we go to press another phase of the 
subject has come up which is of some 
chemical interest, namely, the chemical 
characteristics of the ink used on the 
poison packet, though so far the subject 
has not been fully gone into. 

Only one retail pharmacist has thus far 
appeared on the witness stand, viz., Mr. 
Ellison, of Van Horn & Ellison, the Fifth 
avenue firm. Mr. Ellison appeared as a 
chemical expert, but his testimony was 
not so important as that of Dr. Withaus. 
He merely gave a simple demonstration 
of the ease with which the mercuric salt 
could be manufactured. 


DRUG SECTION OF THE 
BOARD OF TRADE. 





Tenth Annual Meeting. 

The tenth annual meeting of the Drug 
Trade Section of the Board of Trade and 
Transportation was held on the 18th inst. 
in the rooms of the Drug Trade Club. Of- 
ficers were elected for the ensuing year 
and reports were received from various 
committees. The officers chosen for the 
ensuing year are as follows: John Mc- 
Kesson, of McKesson & Robbins, chair- 
man; James A. Velsor, of Peek & Velsor, 
vice-chairman; Ernest Stoffregen, of 
Sharp & Dohme, secretary; Wm. D. 
Faris, of H. J. Baker & Bro., treasurer; 
standing executive committee, Thomas P. 
Cook, of New York Quinine & Chemical 
Works, chairman; John M. Peters, of 
Wm, J. Matheson & Co., and Albert 
Bruen, of Bruen, Ritchey & Co.; director 
in Board of Trade, representing the Drug 
Trade Section, Wm. Jay Schieffelin, of 
Schieffelin & Co. 

The Prohibition on Ipecac. 

Chairman John H. Stallman, of the 
committee of importers of drugs and 
chemicals, presented for approval a peti- 
tion relative to the importation of Carth- 
agena ipecac root, which is to be signed 
by the several houses interested, and after 
being submitted to Appraiser Wakeman 
and Dr. Jewett, drug examiner at this 
port, is to be sent to the secretary of the 
treasury. 

The petition respectfully requests the 
secretary's consideration of the following 
facts relating to the importation of Carth- 
agena ipecac: _ 

“Carthagena ipecac is an article of com- 
merce in all European countries. Its in- 
trinsic value is often higher than the Rio 
ipecac found in this market, as the per- 
centage of emetine in Carthagena ipecac 
is greater than in the inferior grades of 
the Rio article, against which there is no 
prohibition. Notwithstanding the pro- 
hibition against the importation of Carth- 
agena ipecac at this port it can be bought 
openly in the market, thus proving that 
it is admitted into this country at other 
ports. 


An Injustice to New York. 

“This fact is one which, it will be per- 
ceived, works an injustice against the 
trade at New York, and inasmuch as the 
article is rejected solely because it gen- 
erally contains a smaller percentage of 
the active principle than the higher grades 
of Rio ipecac, while the lower grades of 
Rio are inferior to the Carthagena article, 
and both are sold upon their intrinsic 
value, your petitioners believe that no 
harm can come from removing the prohi- 
bition against the Carthagena product, 
which would make it a legitimate article 
of commerce in this country and permit 
of its being imported and dealt in regu- 
larly. Your petitioners, therefore, pray 
that the prohibition against the importa- 
tion of Carthagena ipecac be removed.” 

On motion of Thomas F. Main it was 
decided to invite President E. C. Frisbie, 
of the National Wholesale Druggists’ As- 
sociation, to attend the annual banquet of 
the Board of Trade and Transportation 
at the Waldorf on January 31, as the 
guest of the Drug Trade Section. 


eran trnsrene vetinarian: 








52 AMERICAN 


News of the Trade in and 


Items of Personal Interest. 


A recent visitor to the city was Sidney Stroth- 
er, of the Strother Drug Company, Lynchburg, 
Va. 


An out-of-town retailer, who is spending a few 
days in the city, is Luther Humme., of Sauger- 


r 


ties, N. Y 


Charles S. Erb. of 121 Amsterdam avenue, has 
bene Pe to succeed T. J. Keenan as mem- 
ber of the Membership Committee of the A. Ph. 
A. for New York City. 


J. W. Van Dvke, a graduate of the Philadel- 
phia College of Pharmacy, has opened a new 
drug store at the southwest corner of 129th 


street and Madison avenue. 
Percy C. Magnus, of Magnus & Lauer, im- 
porters and manufacturers of essential oils, per 


fumery products and related chemicals, New 
York, left New York last week for an extended 
trip West. 

A very interesting and charming lecture was 
given by Prof. Geo. Barker, of the University 
of Pennsylvania on ‘Wireless Telegraphy,” at 
the meeting of the Thursday Evening Club on 
_. 5, which was held at the house of Mrs. 

enry Draner, a7% Madison avenue. 

N. Sesnenie & Co. has reorganized with 


as secretary and C. A. Win- 
gert as treasurer. Mr. Bancroft also remains as 
manager of the Astor House pharmacy, whic 
was purchased by the company on the ‘6th inst. 
Four drug stores are now owned by the com- 
pany—the Astor House Pharmacy, and other es 
tablishments at 770 Broadway, 1218 Broadway 
and 9 East Fifty-ninth street. 


W. J. Bryan, 
for President, 


I. 
George H. Bancroft 


the former Democratic candidate 
was the guest of John W. Cox, of 
the Antikamnia Compan+ at luncheon in New 
York on the 22d. Mr. Cox is a Southerner by 
birth, and has long been an active member of 
the Mangattan Club. Others at the table were 
George Fred Williams, of Boston, who came over 
to inform Colonel Brvan of the arrangements for 
his reception in that city; Dr. John H. Girdner, 
Norman E. Mack of Buffalo; former Governor 
Hogg, and James Creelman. 


Some two weeks ago Marius Carpentier, one 
of the best-known salesmen at Hegeman’s, left 
this city for Europe. By this time he is travel- 
ing in Germany and learning all he can of the 
eccentricities of the language of the Teuton while 
doing so. Mr. Carpentier is already a fluent 
French scholar, and while he studied hard here 
for the last year or so, it was with an object in 
view. It was his intention to be a fluent German 
scholar as well, and from Germany he goes to 
Paris, where there is little doubt that his lingyis- 
tic abilities will result in his finding a profitable 
engagement to represent an American, English 
or German house at the Exposition. 


A company is in course of formation for the 
purposes of leasing and subletting drug store 
windows for advertising displays. The pro- 
moters of the company claim to have secured op- 
tions upon two hundred windows in this city 
alone. It was said by one of them that it was 
the intention of the company later to extend its 
operations until all retail store windows that 
could be secured were utilized in a similar way; 
but for the present the company would confine its 
attention to drug stores, as they were more used 
to that method of advertising than other stores. 
It is conditioned in the agreement between the 
storekeepers and the company that the windows 
shall be used only for displaying such goods as 
may be legitimately described as drugs, patent 
medicines and perfumes. 


It is a pleasure to note that the druggists of 
the Twenty-sixth Ward in Brooklyn are succeed- 
ing in their efforts to obtain a general agree- 
ment to close their stores at 10 p. m. A drug 
clerk writes: “Harmony among the comer. 

y 


sixth Ward druggists seems to be pretty ful 

accomplished, and most of those who signed the 
agreement to close their stores at 10 p. m., are 
living up to their promise. 


There are a few, 
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however, who still keep open to accommodate 
postage stamp and soothing-syrup customers who 
fail to procure their supplies at the proper time. 
Now, gentlemen, why not stand firm together, 
close your stores at 10 p. m., and give the tired 
clerks a chance to enjoy a few moments before 
retiring to rest and sleep. In a little while the 
people of the ward will learn to make their 
purchases before closing time, and if emergen- 
cies arise they can ring the night bell, just as 
they do now after midnight, and have their 
wants supplied. 

“Prescriptions require care and exactness in 
compoundin« and there is always danger that a 
sleepy, tired-out druggist may make a mistake. 
Give us reasonable hours for work.” 


George H. Nichols. 


George H. Nichols died recently at his resi- 
dence, 253 Clinton avenue, Brooklyn. Mr. Nich- 
ols was born in Rhode Island seventy-seven 
years ago. He came to New York when a young 
man, and founded the Nichols Chemical Com- 
pany, one of the first firms to engage in the man- 
ufacture of glucose. Mr. Nichols retired from 
active business five years ago. He was a trustee 
and deacon of the Clinton Avenue Congrega- 
tional Church, a Director of the Brooklyn Eye 
and Ear Hospital and a member of the Advisory 
Board of the Brooklyn Orphan Asylum, and was 
interested in many other charitable el 
He is survived by three sons. William H., 
anu George E. Nichols. 


Stiftungsfest und Jahres-Ball des 
Deutschen Apotheker-Vereins. 


Das neunundvierzigste Stiftungsfest 
und der Jahres-Ball des New Yorker 
Deutschen Apotheker-Vereins findet am 
Freitag, den 26. Januar 1900, im kleinen 
Saale des Terrace Garden statt. Den 
Vorbereitungen nach zu _ schliessen, 
welche das Arrangements-Committee, als 
dessen Vorsitzender Herr Paul Arndt 
fungirt, getroffen hat, diirfte dieser Jah- 
res-Ball sich unbedingt zu einer der 
grossten Festlichkeiten gestalten, welche 
seit dem Bestehen des Vereins abgehalten 
wurden. 


DRUGGIST BOWLERS. 


The Retail Druggists’ Bowling Asso- 
ciation met the Seabury & Johnson team 
of the Wholesale Drug Trade Bowling 
Association in a return match at the 
Bowling Alleys of the first named club 
on Saturday, Jan. 13. The first tourna- 
ment, in which the retailers were beaten 
by 304 pins, took place a few weeks pre- 
viously. The retailers smarted under 
their defeat and were determined to get 
satisfaction, so, on the return match, they 
put forward their best players and fairly 
took the wholesalers by surprise, Gilbert 
T. Reeder especially distinguishing him- 
self, and winning the high score prize— 
a box of tenpins. The Seabury & John- 
son team rolled up a score of 3,854, but 
it did not avail against the 3,938 of the 
retailers, who played splendidly and won 
out. It is only fair to state here that the 
wholesalers were handicapped to some 
extent by the absence of their captain, 
L. W. De Zeller, who was incapacitated 
for play by an injury to his hand. They 
had the benefit, however, of the ripe ex- 
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perience of the head of the house, George 
J. Seabury, who played with all his old- 
time skill and showed many of the young- 
er players a thing or two worth learning. 
The Seabury team was composed of Mr. 
Seabury, Dr. H. C. Lovis, E. A. Sayre, 
M. Judge, J. Withers, W. J. Sawyer, E. 
L. Benjamin, J. Dakin, W. M. Davis, G. 
W. Hopping, W. Caughey (one substi- 
tute). The retail druggists’ team com- 
prised R. T. Timmerman, Geo. H. Hitch- 
cock, Geo. W. Schweinfurth, R. R. Smith, 
L. W. Geisler, Mathew Mahler, G. T. 
Reeder, Otto Boeddiker, S. F. Haddad, 
H. Dehnhoff, C. H. White, F. Pond (two 
substitutes). Three games were played, 
of which the following are the totals: 
Ist Game. 


S. & J. R. D. B.A. 
Lipeneabeces see eu 1,311 1,293 
Bisa ca awn conn eiea% 1,297 1,291 
Ser Pierre 1,246 1,354 
3,854 3,938 


THE NEW YORK COLLEGE. 


Thanks for President Kemp. 


PHARMACY BOARD REPORTS. 


New Pharmacy Law Amendments. 


The regular quarterly meeting of the 
College of Pharmacy of the city of New 
York which was held in the main lecture 
hall on Tuesday evening, Jan. 16, was 
rather slimly attended in view of the fact 
that two separate notices of the meeting 
had been sent out. 

After the reading of the minutes of the 
previous meeting, the reading of the min- 
utes of the Board of Trustees having been 
dispensed with, President Kemp, who 
presided, announced the following as the 
names of the members of the Nominating 
Committee: Ewen McIntyre, G. Rams- 
perger, Herbert Robbins, Oscar Gold- 
mann, Sidney Faber, R. R. Smith and A. 
A. Merritt. This committee is charged 
with the duty of nominating a list of offi- 
cers to be voted on at the next regular 
meeting, which takes place in March. 

The president also announced that Wm. 
M. Massey would act as chairman of the 
Committee on Commencement. 

The secretary announced the receipt of 
an invitation to the members of the col- 
lege to attend the annual ball of the Ger- 
man Apothecaries’ Society, to be held on 
Jan. 26. 

Oscar Goldmann called the attention of 
the members to the fact that President 
Kemp had lately presented to the college 
a fine collection of physical apparatus. 
Mr. Goldmann then moved the adoption 
of the following resolutions, which was 
done by arising vote: . 

Whereas, Edward Kemp, Esq., President of 
the College of Pharmacy of the City of New 
York, has on many occasions contributed by his 
labors and voluntary. expenditures of money for 

urposes for the various departments of the col- 
ege, and, 

Whereas, He having latel 
tribution bv the purchase o 
of physical apparatus, thereby filling a 
want; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we the members of the College 
of Pharmacy of the City of New York take this 
opportunity of thanking him for these generous 
acts; and be it further 

Resolved, That these resolutions be spread 
upon the minutes of the College, and that a let- 
ter containing the same be sent to him by the 
secretary, with the seal of the College attached. 


Assistant Secretary O. J. Griffin read a 
statement describing the present position 


crowned such con- 
a very complete set 
ong-felt 
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of the hospital steward in the State forces 
which was a copy of the paper presented 
to the Manhattan Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation the evening previous. The state- 
ment is printed in full in another part of 
the Drucaist. 


Resolution of Support. 


_ Caswell A. Mayo then offered a resolu- 
tion pledging the support of the college 
to the movement for the advancement of 
the stewards, which was seconded by 
several members, including Thomas F. 
Main, the secretary of the college, who 
suggested to amend by making proof of 
graduation from a recognized college of 
pharmacy a prerequisite for appointment 
as pharmacist. Theamendment was cheer- 
fully accepted by Mr. Mayo and the res- 
olution as finally adopted read: 

“Whereas, the rank and pay of the hos- 
pital stewards and the naval apothecaries 
of the State forces are not commensur- 
ate with the special knowledge and skill 
required of them; therefore, be it 

“Resolved, That the College of Phar- 
macy of the city of New York urge that 
the military code of the State be so 
amended as to make the hospital stewards 
and naval apothecaries of the State forces 
commissioned officers with the title of 
pharmacist, and that the Legislative Com- 
mittee of the college be instructed to take 
such steps as they can to bring about the 
proposed amendment; and be it further 

“Resolved, That in the opinion of this 
college graduation from a recognized col- 
lege of pharmacy be made a prerequisite 
to appointment as pharmacist save in the 
case of apothecaries, hospital stewards 
and assistant stewards already in the 
service. 


Work of the Board of Pharmacy. 


The annual report of the New York 
City Board of Pharmacy was presented in 
the fors1 of a typewritten manuscript by 
S. Faber, secretary. The report made no 
return of receipts or expenditures and 
was made up in part of figures relating to 
the number of persons who had applied 
for registration, either on certificates or 
by examination. The report was brought 
up to October last. The number taking 
the examination in that period was given 
as 845, of which 344 passed and 505 were 
rejected. A large portion of the report 
was devoted to an attack on the “Board 
of Pharmacy Institute,” a preparatory 
school for candidates for examination be- 
fore the Board of Pharmacy. The insti- 
tute is a source of offence to the Board 
because of its use of the words “Board of 
Pharmacy” in its title. Mr. Faber’s at- 
tack showed much ill-feeling and was ill- 
natured in its tone. The report gave a 
record of convictions obtained during the 
year. It was noted that one W. S. Rockey 
had been convicted on two charges and 
that sentence was suspended. C. F. Han- 
son, of 244 Sixth avenue, paid a fine of 
$50. An unfortunate named Barry had 
been convicted of falsely representing 
himself to be a registered pharmacist, and 
failing to pay a fine of $50 had spent 50 
days on Blackwell’s Island. Mr. Faber 
appeared to smack his lips over the recital 
of the misfortunes of this individual and 
others and he interlarded his written re- 
port with numerous sotto voce remarks 
expressive of a certain leering satisfac- 
tion, which reached its height when he 
told of the suicide of some poor creature 
who had run foul of the pharmacy law, 
and being unable to pay the fine imposed 
preferred a grave in the East River to go- 
ing to the penitentiary. Mr. Faber’s man- 


ner of announcing this miserable ending 
of a life shocked the sensibilities of the 
members. He brought his report to a 
close by expressing his thanks to Dr. 
Geo. C. Diekman and Dr. Gustavus Bal- 
ser for assistance freely tendered. 

The proposed new pharmacy law was 
then presented and some of its provisions 
explained. It was offered for adoption by 
the college, to which no objection was 
made. The meeting then adjourned. 


MANHATTAN ASSOCIATION. 





Asked to Approve an Amended 
Pharmacy Law. 





Denied Representation on Board. 





The Membership of the Several Local 
Associations Contrasted. 





The regular monthiy meeting of the 
Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association 
was held at the New York College of 
Pharmacy, No. 115 West 68th street, on 
Monday, Jan. 15, and proved one of the 
most interesting and lively meetings 
since the season opened. The feature of 
the meeting was the presentation for in- 
dorsement by the association of a re- 
vised pharmacy law for Greater New 
York, the text of which was printed in 
full in the AMERICAN Druaaist for Jan. 
10. Sidney Faber, the secretary of the 
New York City Board of Pharmacy, read 
the proposed new law to the meeting, but 
not until after a sharp passage at arms 
had taken place between him and several 
of the members who objected to any 
consideration of the subject whatever and 
wanted the reading of the proposed new 
law postponed to a later date. Mr. Faber 
insisted on being heard, however, and 
carried his point. The draft of the law 
was accordingly read and its main fea- 
tures described, essentially as has been 
done repeatedly in the columns of this 
journal. His object in reading the meas- 
ure was, as has already been pointed out, 
to secure for it the indorsement of the 
Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association. 


Object to Endorsing Bill. 


Considerable objection was made. One 
member wanted representation on the 
Board for the Manhattan Association, 
saying that if the Association were old 
enough to indorse the bill it was surely 
old enough for representation. Another 
objected to the almost magisterial pow- 
ers which the Board was attempting to 
confer upon itself by the enactment of the 
proposed measure, while others favored 
the bill should the section relating to the 
conferring of authority upon the Board 
to adopt rules of their own for the con- 
duct of pharmacy in New York City be 
stricken out. The paragraphs specifical- 
ly objected to were those giving the 
Board power 

(1). To make such rules, not inconsist- 
ent with the constitution or laws of this 
State as may be necessary for the further 
lawful regulation of the practice of phar- 
macy in the City of New York and to add 


to or amend said rules. 





(2). Said Board shall be deemed to be 
a Board within the meaning of sections 
843 and 854 of the Code of Civil Pro- 
cedure. 

[In other words be a Board of Civil 
Procedure with the power to issue sub- 
poenas and summon witnesses. ] 


(3). To inspect during business hours 
all pharmacies, stores or other places for 
retailing, dispensing or compounding med- 
icines or poisons, and to employ one or 
more inspectors of pharmacies, to fix the 
compensation of such inspectors and to 
pay such compensation out of the funds 
coming into the hands of such board. 

(4). To revoke, after hearing, upon due 
notice, except where this title provides 
that notice need not be given, any license 
or certificate issued by said Board. 


_Evidence of Ownership. 


Mr. Faber was interrogated regarding 
the section in the proposed new bill pro- 
viding for the display of the real owner's 
name on a sign to be kept conspicuously 
placed on the exterior of the premises. 
This section reads: 

Every individual, co-partnership or 
corporation being the proprietor or pro- 
prietors of a pharmacy or store for re- 
tailing, compounding or dispensing drugs, 
medicines or poisons, shall cause the 
actual name of the proprietor or proprie- 
tors to be displayed upon a sign which 
shall be kept conspiculously placed upon 
the exterior of the premises where such 
pharmacy or store is conducted. The 
name or names so displayed upon the 
sign shall be followed by the word “pro- 
prietor” or “proprietors,’ as the case may 
be. * * * Every proprietor whose 
name does not appear upon the sign as 
herein provided, and who refuses to dis- 
play the sign as above provided, shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, 
upon conviction thereof, shall be pun- 
ished by a fine of fifty dollars, or by im- 
prisonment for not more than sixty days, 
or by both such fine and imprisonment, 
and, in addition thereto, his license or 
certificate shall be revoked without fur- 
ther hearing. 

W. H. Ebbitt instanced the two Hege- 
man firms in this city and asked how = 
board would rule in such cases. One fi 
is a corporation under the style aa 

man & Co., while the firm name of the 
other, which is not an incorporated con- 
cern, is J. N. Hegeman & Co. Mr. Faber 
replied that the first named firm would 
not be interfered with, as “Hegeman & 
Co.”’ was its true corporate title. In the 
case of the other firm, the real proprietor 
would be obliged to display his name. 


Vote to Approve. 

After a somewhat exciting debate the 
question was put to a vote and the mo- 
tion to approve the bill prevailed by a 
vote of 9 to 4. A rising vote was called 
for by the chair, but many members de- 
clined to place themselves on record*eith- 
er one way or the other and remained 
seated throughout. 


The Proceedings. 

The meeting was opened by President 
Smith in the large lecture hall of the col- 
lege, at 8:45 p. m. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were read by the secre- 
tary and adopted. The newly-elected 
treasurer, George H. Hitchcock, present- 
ed the usual monthly report, showing a 
balance in the treasury amounting to 
$177.18. Various standing committees re- 
ported, after which Sidney Faber rose to 
present his paper on the proposed new 
pharmacy law. The first objection to ap- 
proving the bill was made by J. M. To- 
bin, who wanted to know why the Man- 
hattan Pharmaceutical Association was to 
be debarred from representation on the 
board. The answer by Secretary Faber, 
delivered in a sneering manner, was: 
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“Well, we considered it too young an or- 
ganization!” To which Mr. Tobin re- 
plied: “The association does not seem too 
young to be solicited for its approval of 
measures about to be introduced into the 
Legislature, since you are before us for 
that purpose.” 


Membership Strength of Different 
Organizations. 


Mr. Faber was questioned freely by the 
members, but had an explanation ready 
for every objection. He was asked con- 
cerning the membership strength of the 
associations which had been allow- 
ed the privilege of representation on 
the Board, and made answer that the 
Deutschen Apotheker-Verein had 208 
members and the Kings County Society 
255. The first named society has been in 
existence nearly forty-eight years and 
the second twenty-three years. The Man- 
hattan Pharmaceutical Association, which 
is scarce a twelvemonth old, has an active 
membership of 210. 

The measure was finally approved by a 
vote of 9 to 4, several members not vot- 
ing. 

The committee appointed to draw up a 
list ofacceptablejobbersreported through 
Chairman Hirsemann with a list duly 
drawn up. The list was defective in some 
particulars and was referred back to the 
committee who were authorized to com- 
plete and forward it to National Secre- 
tary Wooten, as soon as convenient. 


Advanced Rank for Hospital Stewards. 


This disposed of, the regular order of 
bu, aes~ was taken up and Secretary Kce- 
nan read a communication from a com- 
mittee of the Association of Military and 
Naval Apothecaries of the State Forces, 
asking the indorsement by the Mannat- 
tan Pharmaceutical Association of the 
movement for the advancement of the 
rank and pay of the hosp:t:! stewards of 
the National Guard of the State cf New 
York. The reading of this interesting 
communication was listened to with the 
greatest attention. No such complete 
and informing presentation of the sub- 
ject has heretofore been presented and 
the assembled members gained from the 
paper a more enlightened idea of just 
what it means to an educated pharmacist 
to be a hospital steward in the State 
forces than was ever before obtainable, 
except to a man actually in the service. 
The communication is printed in full in 
another part of this journal. 

The Association expressed its approval 
of the movement instituted by the A. M. 
N. A. S. F. by adopting the following 
resolution, offered by W. H. Ebbitt: 

“Resolved, That the Manhattan Phar- 
n'acettical Association indorse the move- 
ment of the Association of Military and 
Naval Apothecaries of che State Forces 
to increase the rank and pay of the 
hospital stewards in the National Guard 
of the State of New York, and will cheer- 
fully aid in the furtherance of any efforts 
to remedy the existing conditions in the 
service.” 

Only routine business was transacted 
after this, one application for membership 
being received after which the Associa- 
tion adjourned. 


State Medical Society Meeting. 

The Medical Society of the State of 
New York will hold their annual meeting 
during the three days of Jan. 30, 31 and 
1, in Albany, 


Feb. i 


THE SHORTER HOURS BILL. 


A Conference Meeting—Clerks 
Will Compromise. 


A hearing on the bill of the Druggists’ 
League for Shorter Hours, before the 
Committee on Labors and Industries at 
Albany on Tuesday, Jan. was an- 
nounced by the clerk of the Assembly on 
the 18th instant, and a conference of the 
various pharmaceutical associations in- 
terested was immediately called. This 
meeting was held under the auspices of 
the Pharmaceutical Clerks’ Association at 
the College of Pharmacy on Monday, 
Jan. 22, and was well attended. The Kings 
County Pharmaceutical Society was rep- 
resented at the conference by President 
Adrian Paradis, Wm. Muir and Thomas 
J. France; the Manhattan Pharmaceutical 
Association by President Reuben R. 
Smith and Clarence O. Bigelow. The 
Executive Committee of the Pharmaceu- 
tical Clerks’ Association was well repre- 
sented, among those present being Presi- 
dent C. W. Dietz, Secretary A. Deutsch- 
berger, A. W. Firth, M. Rafter, G. Kohn 
and Geo. Niemann. Mr. Dietz acted as 
chairman and Mr. Deutschberger record- 
ed the proceedings. A long discussion 
was entered into regarding the course of 
action which should be taken in opposing 
the bill proposed by the Druggists’ 
League for Shorter Hours. It was shown 
that a bill satisfactory to the drug clerks 
was pending in the Legislature and the 
action of the League in pushing a meas- 
ure distasteful to a majority of the clerks 
was denounced. Robert Mazet, the de- 
feated candidate for Assembly from the 
Nineteenth District, was present and 
agreed to act for the clerks in securing a 
postponement of the hearing before the 
Labor and Industries Committee. 

R. Fulton Cutting, of the City Club, is 
taking considerable interest in the efforts 
of the drug clerks to obtain a shorter 
workday. The League for Shorter Hours 
has benefited most by his contributions 
of time and money, and all of his sympa- 
thies have apparently been thrown in the 
direction of the League. He has tried in- 
effectually on several occasions to bring 
about a rapprochement between the Phar- 
maceutical Clerks’ Association and the 
Druggists’ League for Shorter Hours. Up 
to the present the clerks have been firm in 
their refusalto have any dealings whatever 
with the League, and Mr. Cutting, who 
has worked persistently to overcome the 
opposition of the clerks to a conference 
meeting, finally declared his intention to 
throw the whole weight of his influence, 
both political and financial, in favor of 
the League, should the clerks hold out 
longer against conferring with that or- 
ganization or refuse to agree upon a com- 
promise measure. 

Many of the employing druggists are, 
of course, stoutly opposed to any com- 
promise with the Druggists’ League, but 
the clerks themselves are not so decided 
in their views. The president of the Phar- 
maceutical Clerks’ Association and many 
of the officers seemed disposed to fall in 
with Mr. Cutting’s views, and meet the 
League half way. As we go to press we 
learn that the officers of the Pharmaceu- 
tical Clerks’ Association have been per- 
suaded to discuss a form of compromise 
with the individuals connected with the 
Druggists’ League for Shorter Hours, 
and a meeting has been called for 
Wednesday, January 31, at 3 o’clock 
p. m., at the College of Pharmacy. 
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WESTERN NEW YORK. 


NEW WHOLESALE’ COM- 
PANY ORGANIZED. 


Erie Co. Board Punishing Delinquents. 


Buffalo, Jan. 20.—The Buffalo Whole- 
sale Drug Company was incorporated at 
Albany on the 16th, with $10,000 capital. 
The incorporators are R. K. Smither, H. 
A. Sloan, H. P. Hayes and W. C. Dam- 
bach, all well-known retail druggists of 
this city. The company is not yet organ- 
ized, though it is arranged that Mr. 
Smither is to be the president. These 
druggists, as well as some others, have 
found it very convenient to buy all sorts 
of stock, and especially proprietary medi- 
cines, in quantities large enough to en- 
title them to wholesale prices, and it is 
the primary idea of the company to be 
able to do this under a regular corpora- 
tion. Beyond this the members will not 
give any idea of their intentions, saying 
that nothing definite has yet been ar- 
ranged. Some of them are of the opinion 
that a wholesale store will be established 
as soon as one can be secured, but they 
are not able to speak with authority. Since 
the rule declining to sell proprietary med- 
icines to any but wholesale druggists was 
adopted there has been- much casting 
about on the part of retail druggists to 
find a way of getting the benefit of the 
rule, which was made to cut off price cut- 
ters and department stores, and not to 
inconvenience straightforward dealers, 
but it has been found that the rule worked 
both ways a little too much. 


Licensed by the Board. 


The Erie County Board of Pharmacy 
has this month issued the following 1i- 
censes: Pharmacist to Thomas W. Ty- 
son, with Faxon, Williams & Faxon, on 
examination; George H. Sprague, with 
Hosmer, on a Buffalo college diploma: 
James W. Hodson, of Hodson & Son, on 
credentials; assistant to George T. Han- 
son, of Hanson Bros., on examination; 
E. C. Holt, with Liebetrut, on examina- 
tion; J. D. Taylor, with Damback; R. B 
Hanuch, with Smither & Thurstone, both 
on Canadian credentials. 

Prices Demoralized in Rochester. 


There i is very little change in the drug 
businéss here. Proprietary medicines are 
still being sold at whatever price the 
druggist can get, or, to put it more plain- 
ly, the druggist asks a price that he thinks 
the customer will pay, and then holds his 
breath while he waits, not for the pay, but 
for the objection which the buyer is al- 
most certain to make. It is a fact that 
the prices of proprietary medicines are 
governed largely by the generosity (or 
the parsimoniousness) of the purchaser, 
and I doubt if any two stores in Roch- 
ester are selling proprietary medicines at 
same price. And this state of affairs is 
due to the action of cut rate druggists. 





BUFFALO NOTES. 


The Buffalo Druggists’ Bowling Club is flour- 
ishing. At the last meeting account was taken 
of the highest scores made since starting up in 
the fall. George Reimann received a box of 
cigars for standing at the head, with a score of 
223; J. A. Lockie was next, with ano; FP. Qh. 
Lockie was third, with 214, and J. L. Perkins 
fourth, with 207. 

The Blauw Drug Company are going to give 
up their retail department and devote themselves 
exclusively to their wholesale trade, which is 
steadily increasing. They are to move from their 
present location on State street to their new 
quarters on Mill street. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 
TO CHANGE THE LAW. 


Improved Methods of Examina- 
tion. 





The Quest for Orders. 


Boston, Jan. 20.—Now that the Legis- 
lature has convened, attempts to enact 
laws regulating the drug trade will be in 
order. One piece of legislation which 
will surely be started, and which seems 
likely to be adopted, is that requiring the 
Board of Pharmacy to make practical 
work a part of each examination. The 
opinion among pharmacists is unanimous 
that the Board should adopt this feature 
at once, and the members of the Board 
are willing to do it, provided means finan- 
cially and otherwise, can be placed at the 
disposal of the members. It seems very 
likely too that the regulation of depart- 
ment stores will be attempted, and, of 
course, druggists are interested in the 
outcome. So is the lobby, as it will be 
a choice financial plum for the members 
of the “third house.” The cigarette legis- 
lation will probably not be missed and 
patent medicine manufacturers may be 
asked to place formulas on labels. There 
is not much prospect, however, of the 
enaction of either of these bills. A mem- 
ber from Lawrence, where recent at- 
tempts were made to enforce the blue 
laws, has just introduced a bill aimed at a 
certain element in the community. It for- 
bids the sale “of soft drinks, cigars, to- 
bacco, confectionery, milk or newspapers 
between the hours of 6 a. m. and Io p. m. 
on Sunday, except by such persons as be- 
lieve in the observance of the seventh day 
as the Sabbath.” 


Effects of the Consolidation of Jobbers. 


Since the consolidation of the three 
wholesale concerns in this city, retailers 
have been receiving a great deal of atten- 
tion from the combination and the job- 
bers outside. It is simply a rush for bus- 
iness, the combination endeavoring to 
hold the trade of the old houses and the 
other firms trying to get as much of it 
away as possible. Circulars, letters and 
the telephone are features in this quest 
for orders. This activity is causing no 
little comment. 


BAY STATE NEWS. 


W. L. C. Nichols is now clerking for Davis & 
Young, Lynn. 


E. J. Kelly is managing the store of the late 
T. F. Kelly, at Waltham. 


O. A. Gould, Ph. G., is now at the Marine 
Hospital, Chelsea. 


H. C. Twigg, Ph. G., recently formed a part- 
nership with A. F. Johnson, and bought the store 
in the Usher Building at West Medford. 


Morris J. Bailey, clerk for F. H. Lowell, Cam- 
bridge, was in court a few days ago, charged 
with making an illegal sale of liquor. His case 
was continued to Feb. 27. 


M. L. H. Leavitt, Ph. G., succeeds Clark & 
Loomis, Mystic street, Arlington. Mr. Leavitt 
has manv friends among Bay State pharmacists, 
and they wish him well in his new venture. 


at the quarterly meeting of the Board of Reg- 
istration in Pharmacy, held Jan. 2, 3 and 4, cer- 
tificates were granted to Joseph R. Wood of 
Brookline ana Walter A. Kneeland of Malden. 


The board will hold another meeting for exam- 
ination about the middle of March. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
THE GREAT EUCHRE PARTY 





Drug Exchange Meeting. 





Trade Quiet. 


Philadelphia, Jan. 23—The wholesale 
drug trade is not as active as it has been, 
which is usually the case after the first 
of the year. There is a better demand for 
drugs from out-of-town stores, as the hol- 
iday trade is very heavy and it seems as 
if their stocks were very nearly depleted. 
The business, however, is good, and while 
there is a falling off as compared with last 
month, it makes a favorable comparison 
with the same period of last year. One 
redeeming feature is that the druggists 
are making their payments more promptly 
and there are not as many notes renewed 
as there were during 1897-98. The unsea- 
sonable weather has caused considerable 
sickness throughout the State, and the re- 
tail druggists are doing a good prescrip- 
tion trade. 


Annual Meeting of the Drug Exchange. 


The annual meeting of the Philadelphia 
Drug Exchange was held to-day and, ow- 
ing to the refusal of Clayton F. Shoe- 
maker to act again as president, Vice- 
President Walter Smith was elected. Mr. 
Smith is one of the youngest presidents 
this Exchange has ever had, but he is one 
of the progressive druggists of this city 
and is at the head of the firm of Valentine 
H. Smith & Co. Mr. Shoemaker, the re- 
tiring president, has served two terms and 
during his administration he has infused 
considerable life into the Exchange. It 
was the desire of the members of this 
Exchange to have him serve another 
time, as his work has been of great ben- 
efit.to it. Mr. Shoemaker was reluctant 
to serve more than two terms. His re- 
port was a comprehensive one and deals 
with the subjects which are of vital in- 
terest to the drug trade. After the elec- 
tion of officers the meeting adjourned 
until the evening of the 25th, when a ban- 
quet was given at the Bourse. 

Association of Retail Druggists. 


There is a steady growth shown in the 
membership and in the interest in the 
Philadelphia Association of Retail Drug- 
gists. James. C. Perry, the energetic 
chairman of the executive committee, and 
W. A. Rumsey, the secretary, have both 
shown themselves indefatigable workers 
in the cause of the organization. That the 
valuable services of the secretary are ful- 
ly appreciated by the members is shown 
by their presentation to him at the De- 
cember meeting of a handsome solid sil- 
ver loving cup bearing the following in- 
scription: 

Presented to 
WALTER A. RUMSEY, 
by the members of the 

Philadelphia Association of Retail Druggists, 

as a token of 
Esteem and Appreciation. 
1898—December—1899. 


The presentation was made by Presi- 
dent McIntyre, who made a very appro- 
priate address expressing the gratitude of 
the members for the excellent work done 
by the secretary, which was responded to 
with much feeling by Secretary Rumsey. 

A mammoth progressive euchre party 
and dance will be given on Feb. 5, by the 


P. A. R. D. The affair gives promise of 
being one of the largest ever given in the 
city. About two thousand tickets will be 
issued, and provisions be made for one 
thousand to participate in the euchre. 
There will be many elaborate prizes, 
some of which have been donated by the 
wholesale drug firms of this city and else- 
where. The committee anpointed by the 
association to arrange plans and details 
includes: D. M. Harris, chairman; J. M. 
Baer, vice-chairman; Campbell, 
secretary; H. C. Blair, Jr., treasurer, and 

. M. Newbold, J. G. Howard, W. H. 
Laubach, Jr.,Chas. Leedom, E. J. Finner- 
ty, E. T. Spencer and H. L. Stiles. 

The following committees were named 
by the chairman: Prize committee, Chas. 
Leedom, D. M. Harris and H. L. Stiles; 
ticket committee, T. M. Newbold, J. M. 
Baer and H. C. Blair, Jr.; hall committee, 
J. G. Howard, E. T. Spencer, and C. H. 
Campbell; publicity committee, E. J. Finn- 
erty, N. H. Laubach and H. Campbell. 

The patronesses are: 


Mrs. A. F. Ashmead, Mrs. J. M. Baer, Miss 
Baer, Mrs. H. A. Borell, Mrs. C. H. Campbell, 
Mrs. Theo. Campbell, Mrs. W. W. Chalfant, Mrs. 
C. H. Clark, Mrs. W. L. Cliffe, Mrs. G. P. Con- 
nor, Mrs. R. W. Cuthbert, Mrs. W. A. Eberly, 
Mrs. C. A. Eckles, Mrs. J. Eppstein, Mrs. G. W. 
Fehr, Mrs. W. A. Fetters, Mrs. E. J. Finnerty, 
Mrs. L. C. Funk, Mrs. W. H. Gano, Mrs. E. R. 
Gatchell, Mrs. D. M. Harris, Miss S. G. Hay- 
dock, Mrs. A. Hoch, Miss C. E. Howard, Mrs. 
J. G. Howard, Mrs. C. E. Keller, Miss Laubach, 
Mrs. Charles Leedom, Mrs. J. L. Long, Mrs. J. 
D. McFerran, Mrs. Wm. McIntyre, Mrs. C. C. 
Meyer, Mrs. E. G. F. Miekley, Mrs. F. Morgan, 
Mrs. T. M. Newbold, Mrs. W. J. Pechin, Mrs. 
J. C. Perry, Mrs. E. M. Platt, Mrs. W. H. Po- 
lev, Mrs. D. G. Potts, Mrs. T. H. Potts, Mrs. 
W. Proctor, Mrs. D. H. Ross, Mrs. W. A. Rum- 
sly, Mrs. E. R. Smiley, Mrs. E. T. Spencer, Mrs. 
F. W. E. Stedem, Mrs. W. F. Steinmetz, Mrs. 
H. L. Stiles, Mrs. J. M. Stoever, Mrs. N. F. 
Streeper, Mrs. H. Swayne, Mrs. G. Y. Wood. 


PHILADELPHIA ITEMS. 

The Eagle Brush Company is a new comer, 
and is making a_ specialty of bottle brushes for 
druggists. The factory and office is 1623 Colum- 
bia avenue. 


Dr. William Shafer, of 41 Berkley street, Cam- 
den, has sold his store to Mr. Van Sciver, and 
has opened another store on Haddon avenue, 
near the City Hall. 


Frank McConnell, drug clerk, drank lauda- 
num by mistake on the sth, when he was intox- 
icated, but the doctors at the Presbyterian Hos- 
pital brought him around all right. 


The regular monthly pharmaceutical meeting 
of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy was 
held on Jan. 16. The meeting was well attended, 
and is reported in full in another column. 

Fire of unknown origin broke out on the oth 
inst. in the cellar of the sponge and chamois 
store of J. Haehnlin, corner of Seventh and Arch 
streets. The damage to stock was about $5,000. 

The limiting of membership to 100 in the Phil- 
adelphia Drug Company has proven a good thing 
for the company, as they are now in a position 
to take the pick of the trade, and at present rate 
= increase their ranks will soon be filled to the 
imit. 


E. K. Cope has purchased the store and dwell- 
ing of the late I Mitchell Higgins, at German- 
town avenue and Norris street, and will remodel 
it. Mr. Cope was a clerk for Dr. Higgins at the 
time of the latter’s death, and is well and fav- 
orably known in the district. 

Frank Fox, a druggist, formerly located at 
Front and Brown streets, was treated at the 
Presbyterian Hospital, on the 5th inst., for 
strychnine poisoning taken with alleged suicidal 
intent, due to despondency caused by failure in 
business. He has recovered, however, and been 
discharged from the hospital. 

William B. Burk was given a surprise party on 
Jan. 15 at his residence, 7141 Boyer street, Mt. 
‘Airy. Mr. Burk 1s close on to 50, and he en- 
joved the impromptu visit of his friends very 
much. Mrs. Burk was in the secret, and she let 
the Indians in one by one. The joke of the affair 
was that Mr. Burk has just moved to Mt. Airy, 
and he is very enthusiastic over the new home. 
When the first guest appeared he showed him 
over the house, as he did the second, but after 
that he drew the line. The party broke up long 
after the usual time at which good people go to 
bed. 
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OHIO. 


PROFESSOR LLOYD AS AN 
AUTHOR. 


O. I. K. Wholesalers Meet. 





CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE. 





The Author of Etidorpha. 


Cincinnati, O., Jan. 20—Through an 
unexpected turn in events Prof. John Uri 
Lloyd, the widely known Cincinnati 
author, chemist and wholesale druggist, 
of Cincinnati, has been offered and has 
accepted the largest royalty on a literary 
work ever given an American author. 
But for an unexpected circumstance the 
work would still be unknown. The noted 
author recently completed a Kentucky 
story, in which he used names of persons 
and which he feared would not be wise to 
publish. The story is founded on the 
feuds of Kentucky and is absolutely true. 
It deals with quarrels between families in 
Kentucky which have resulted in laying 
many low and inflicting on others lifetime 
injuries. The scene of the story is laid 
in that portion of Kentucky in which Mr. 
Lloyd spent his early life. It is entitled 
“Stringtown On the Pike,” and gives the 
names of a number of Kentuckians who 
are well known. The scene of the story 
is in the towns in the vicinity of the Phil- 
pot feudists and the plot is one of remark- 
able interest. When completed Prof. 
Lloyd laid the story away in his safe, in- 
tending to leave it to be found after his 
death and published. He, however, sent 
it to New York later to have it copied 
by a professional copyist, who became so 
much interested that he showed it to the 
editor of the “Bookman,” and in this way 
the book was brought to the attention of 
Dodd, Mead & Co. The value of the 
work was immediately recognized and a 
conference between the gentlemen and 
Prof. Lloyd followed, in which the author 
agreed to have the book published. Bids 
were offered from three New York pub- 
lishers, but were never opened, Prof. 
Lloyd accepting the proposal of Dodd, 
Mead & Co., publishers of “The Book- 
man,” without opening the rest. The roy- 
alty offered Prof. Lloyd is said to be 
higher than was ever offered Mark 
Twain, or any American author. The 
story, which was written to lie buried in 
a safe, will now be published in “The 
Bookman” in serial form, and will then 
appear in book form. It is expected that 
the book will be the literary sensation of 
the year. “Etidorpha,” the first book 
that Prof. Lloyd gave to the reading pub- 
lic, outside of college text books, made a 
big hit. 

Jobbers Feast in Harmony. 

The annual convention of wholesale 
druggists of Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky 
- was held this week in Cincinnati. Repre- 
sentatives of the various large jobbing 
houses of the three States were present 
and topics of interest to the trade were 
discussed. A nice banquet was served at 
the St. Nicholas Hotel and a trolley party 
in the afternoon followed on Tuesday. 
The Zoological Gardens, Burnet Woods, 
Eden Park, Rookwood Pottery and other 
places of interest were visited. The dele- 
gates all spoke in the highest terms of the 
hospitable treatment accorded them by 





the local wholesalers. The following of- 
ficers for the ensuing year were elected: 
President, Samuel J. Hale, the senior 
member of the time-honored firm of 
Hale, Justis & Co.; vice-president, Geo. 
Lattimer, of Kauffman, Lattimer & Co., 
of Columbus, O.; secretary, Richard 
Bradley, of Toledo. Among the visiting 
delegates were Edward Strong and L. B. 
Hall, of Cleveland; W. Mooney,-I. Scott 
and M. Ward, of Indianapolis; Charles P. 
Frick, of Louisville; R. Bradley, Toledo; 
and George Lattimer, of Columbus. 


Commissioner Blackburn’s Chances of 
Re-election. 


It is understood that Dairy and Food 
Commissioner Joseph C. Blackburn will 
not have smooth sailing when it comes to 
re-election. Several aspirants for this 
honor have already shied their castors 
in the ring and the political pot will soon 
be boiling. Blackburn has made enemies 
in the discharge of his duties, and this is 
only natural. The Bellaire statesman is 
a pronounced Daughtery man and he is 
said to be in bad odor with the Hanna 
wing of his party in Ohio. 


Candidates for the Food Commissioner- 
ship. 

The announcement of the candidacy of 
ex-Senator Byron Lutz, of Ross county, 
for the Republican nomination for Dairy 
and Food Commissioner, has been fol- 
lowed by that of ex-Senator E. G. Ely, 
of Fulton county, and it is likely that a 
third candidate will be Dr. F. B. McNeal, 
of Miami county, the predecessor in this 
office of Commissioner Blackburn. Sen- 
ator Ely served both as a member of the 
House and Senate from Fulton county 
and occupies an advantageous position in 
this fight because he is president of the 
State Board of Agriculture. Dr. Mc- 
Neal, who was defeated for renomination 
by Mr. Blackburn, has not yet announced 
his candidacy, but he has about made up 
his mind to do so. It is not a compli- 
ment merely, but the recording of a fact 
which is universally recognized to say 
that Dr. McNeal created the food com- 
mission and it was not until his incum- 
bency that it was really a department, or 
did such effective work. The fight is be- 
coming an interesting one and the result 
will be watched with much interest. 


CINCINNATI ITEMS. 


The Piso case is still pending in court. 


Billy Wagner, at Stein, Vogeler Company’s, is 
the father of a girl baby. 


Lawrence Dade Fitzhugh, who served as apoth- 
ecary in the navy throughout the Spanish war, 
is going to open a new store at Lexington, Ky. 


Daniel J. Kavanagh, the Covington druggist, 
filed a petition of bankruptcy in the United 
States Court the other day. The liabilities are 
$3,000, and the assets are $2,000. Deputy 

arshal Compton took charge of the store. 


The members of the Retail eee g ists’ Insur- 
ance Association met at the office o ped Weyer 
last Thursday. and elected the following direc- 
tors: M. A. Burkhardt, Dayton; F. Bower, 
Toledo; John Byrne, Columbus; Robert_Groen- 
land, Cincinnati; John C. Firmin, Findlay; 
Philip Lehr, Cleveland, and John Weyer, Cin- 
cinnati. M. A. Burkhardt was elected president; 
Robert Groenland, treasurer, and John Weyer, 
secretary. After the election the directors en- 
joyed a banquet at a well-known local cafe. 


Last Mondav the Cincinnati Branch of the 
American Chemical Society held a meeting at 
Hanna Hall, Cincinnati University. The new 
president, Dr. Thomas Evans, presided. The 
feature of the evening was a paper read by Dr. 
Otto Deickmann, on “Original Researches in 
Methyl-Benzamid-Azole.”” While strictly of a 


technical nature, the speaker showed much meth- 
odical scientific labor in the manner in which the 
work was done and the lecture presented. 
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SUNDAY CLOSING IN CHI- 
CAGO. 





The Educational Requirement. 





New Board Officers. 


Chicago, Jan. 17,—An important meet- 
ing has just been held by the State board 
at Springfield. The new member, Ber- 
nard Schwartz, of Salem, was admitted 
and officers were elected as follows: Pres- 
ident, William A. Dyche, Evanston; vice- 
president, William C. Simpson, Vienna; 
treasurer, Col. Thomas A. Jewett, Ore- 
gon; secretary, Luman T. Hoy, Wood- 
stock. Kitt Gould was reappointed at- 
torney for thé ensuing year in spite of 
violent opposition. 


Preliminary Education Requirement. 


The recent decision in regard to pre- 
liminary education of applicants for reg- 
istration that attracted so much attention 
in other States was crystallized into the 
following resolution: 

Whereas, the pharmacy law of this State pro- 
vides that every applicant for registration as 
apprentice shall have attained a common school 
education equal to the eighth grade, and 

Whereas, in accord with the wishes and de- 
mands of the druggists throughout the State 
for a higher educational standard in pharmacy, 
the board appreciates the effort of the druggists 
recognizing the apprentice of to-day, the future 
business manager of our stores; therefore be it 

Resolved, by the State Board of Pharmacy, of 
Illinois, That every applicant for registration as 
apprentice be required to file his application with 
the secretary, and, as soon thereafter’ as practi- 
cal, the secretary will notify him to apply before 
the board, or the nearest member of the board 
for examination covering the branches of Eng- 
lish grammar, arithmetic, U. S. history, geog- 
raphy, reading, writing and spelling, said mem- 
ber of the board to report result of such exami- 
nation to board for final action. 

Members of the board believe that they 
are now on the right track in regard to 
examinations and that the effect will soon 
be noticeable. . . 

Another matter of general interest in 
the State, the payment of an annual fee 
by registered men, was also taken up, and 
unexpected action resulted. The board 
adopts the same platform, in this regard, 
as does the Druggists’ Protective Asso- 
ciation, but it couches its opinion in dif- 
ferent language. It asks that the State 
bear the burden of expense for enforcing 
the law which now falls on the druggist. 
The resolutions follow: 

Whereas, there will be a meeting of the Legis- 
lature in 1901, and — : 

Whereas, it is desirable that certain changes 
be made in the pharmacy law; therefore be it 

Resolved, That this board request all local 
organizations of the State, and pharmacists in 
general, to make such suggestions to it as may 
to them seem wise, to have incorporated in a 
new pharmacy law; and be it further 

Resolved, That all drug organizations, and all 
registered pharmacists be earnestly requested to 
unite with the board in an effort to urge the 
Legislature to place it on a level with the Board 
of Health, by paying out of the treasury of 
State, the money necessary for its maintenance, 
thus relieving the druggists of the burden of the 
cost of administering a law which is primarily 
—- for the protection of the citizens of the 

tate. 


County Organizations to Aid. 


The board also created a committee on 
county organizations, which will corre- 
spond with the officers of all local asso- 
ciations and, if they wish, will have some 
member of the board visit and help them 
It is hoped to thus ‘get at the country 
merchants and traveling peddlers who vi- 
olate the pharmacy law. 
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It was reported that one spoils-hunter 
who sought a position in the gift of the 
board, said he coyld make $20,000 a year 
out of it, and he offered to divide with 
the other members! Another man, un- 
der indictment, is credited with seeking a 
place. Mr. Bodeniann had an interview 
with the Governor, who praised the board 
and the work of its officers. Votes of 
thanks for the secretary, attorney and 
agent were passed. It had been rumored 
that attorneys would appear before the 
board, in the interests of the Protective 
Association, and arrange for a test case 
regarding registration fees, but no one 
made overtures in that direction. 


Sunday Closing. 

Sunday closing for druggists is being 

agitated in Chicago. In the Tenth Ward 
is an association whose members have 
closed their stores at 7 o’clock Sunday 
evenings for some time. The plan is a 
success and efforts are being made to ex- 
tend it to other localities and to make the 
time of closing longer. The Butchers’ 
and Grocers’ Association has been suc- 
cessful in the attempt to have stores 
closed Sunday and their experience is 
thought to show that the druggists can 
succeed. At present there are some drug 
clerks who work about eighteen hours a 
day. Druggists all appear to be willing 
to close, but each fears his neighbor will 
keep open. 
_ During the last week the Sunday clos- 
ing has gained strength to an extent that 
has surprised even its friends. The move- 
ment begun in Lawndale has spread at a 
rapid rate. A resolution has been adopted 
by the druggists there making it obliga- 
tory upon all members of the Southwest 
Side Retail Druggists’ Association to 
close at 7 o’clock Sunday evening. The 
public is with the druggists in this move 
and the matter is being strongly agitated 
in the riost responsible newspapers. The 
milkmen are the latest addition to the 
ranks of the Sunday closers, but the drug- 
gists receive the most sympathy. 


New Directors for the U. S. Pharmacal 
Company. 

A meeting of the directors of the U. S. 
Pharmacal Company was held Jan. 16. A 
meeting of stockholders was held one 
week previous. It was announced that 
the following new directors had been 
elected: Louis K. Waldron, Fred Klein, 
Andrew Scherer, Lawrence Hesselroth 
and Fred M. Schmidt, all of Chicago; H. 
F. Hassebrock, of St. Louis, was also 
chosen. The election of officers resulted 
as follows: President, Louis K. Waldron; 
vice-president, H. F. Hassebrock; treas- 
urer, Fred Klein; secretary, C. A. Storer. 
The Auditing Committee appointed for 
the stockholders consists of Albert E. 
Ebert, John I. Straw and Andrew Daig- 
ger. The directors’ Auditing Committee 
comprises W. K. Forsyth, R. C. Frerk- 
sen and Andrew Scherer. Highly favor- 
able reports were made, it being shown 
that profits since last July amounted to 
30 per cent. 


Thomas Cobb Goes to Milwaukee. 
_Thomas A. Cobb, who for upward of 
eighteen years was associated with Mor- 
risson, Plummer & Co., of Chicago, IIL, 
and who of late years has been running 
the Thomas A. Cobb Warehouse Com- 
pany, of Chicago, at 221 Randolph street, 
has just accepted the position of general 
superintendent of the Charles Baumbach 
Company, of Milwaukee. Mr. Yahr, the 


president and largest stockholder of the 
Baumbach Company, has been endeavor- 
ing to secure the services of Mr. Cobb for 
some time, and he is to be congratulated 
upon his final success. Mr. Cobb’s ware- 
house business in Chicago will be contin- 
ued as heretofore. 


CHICAGO NOTES. 


C. W. Fenn, of Prophetstown, Ill., and H. D. 
Browning, of Little York, Ill., were recently in 
Chicago. 


John H. Sullivan, 894 West Lake street, has 
given a bill of sale to August H. Schroeder and 
Adolphus E. Bertling for $1,600. 


Albert F. Schroeder’s store, 239 Sixty-fourth 
street, was robbed Jan. 7 by men who worked in 
plain view of the police station. Fifteen dollars 
was taken. 


C. A. Portmann, who formerly had drug stores 
in Canton, Ohio, and Jackson, Minn., was in 
Chicago recently, purchasing a drug stock to be 
sent to East Las Vegas, N. Mex. 


Dr. O. W. Snyder, dealer in proprietaries, with 
offices at 59 McVicker Theatre Building, Chi- 
cago, and 907 Broadway, New York, has received 
his final discharge in the bankruptcy court. 


Mr. H. F. Hassebrock, secretary of the St. 
Louis Apothecaries’ Association, recently elected 
a director in the U. S._Pharmacal Company, 
called at the Chicago office of the AMERICAN 
Druceist Jan. 16. 


The L. E. Becker Company has recently placed 
its new twentieth century fountains in R. E. 
Rhode’s North Clark street pharmacy, and in 
C. E. Rutherfords store, at Twenty-second 
street and Wabash avenue. 


Chairman F. E. Holliday, of the Executive 
Committee, N. A. R. D., was in Chicago Jan. 11 
and 12, on his return from the meeting of re- 
tailers at Detroit. While here he conferred with 
jobbers and with the executive board of the Chi- 
cago association. 


John Krone has succeeded the Thompson Drug 
Company in their Clark street store, opposite the 
city hall. He has many friends in that locality, 
as he was clerk for George R. Baker for many 
years. For the last year he has been traveling 
for Solon Palmer. 


John Parsons, who has a drug store at Prairie 
avenue and Thirty-first street, was robbed and 
beaten into insensibility on the night of Jan. 1o. 
The thieves pounded him into insensibility and 
threw him into the basement. The men then pre- 
tended to be clerks, and searched the store for 
money; they got $54, and said it was not 
enough. Parsons said he had no more, and as a 
result he was beaten. He is well advanced in 
years, and could not make much of a defense. 


Miss Etta Thomas, who told reporters she was 
a niece of General Joseph Wheeler, has begun 
suit against William H. Fahrney, the patent med- 
icine manufacturer, for $100,000 damages for al- 
leged breach of promise. W. H. Fahrney is 37 
ears old and is a son of Dr. Peter Fahrney. 
he complainant comes from Peru, III. The pres- 
ent suit recalls one against C. Fahrney, 
brother of the defendant. The suit brought by a 
woman named Kessner was dismissed after it had 
caused a sensation. 


Manley & Simmons, whose drug store is in the 
Stewart Building, at State and Washington 
streets, were troubled recently with many 
roaches, bugs and other creeping things. On 
the night of Jan. 14 one member of the firm, 
when he left, lit a big sulphur candle that stood 
on a board. Next morning the bugs were gone— 
so was a big plate glass window—and most of the 
stock had gone the way of the bugs. What fire 
and water had not damaged the ante had con- 
verted into an unsalable mess. Firemen chased 
all through the sky scraper before they could tell 
from what spot the odor emanated. 


Professor Schenk Removed. 


Dr. S. L. Schenk, professor of embryology and 
histology, and director of the Embryological In- 
stitute at the University of Vienna, has been re- 
tired on a pension. This action is in answer to 
a petition from the medical faculty of the uni- 
versity alleging the publication in the lay press 
of scientific theories constituting a form of ad- 
vertisement. Dr. Schenk, it will be remembered, 
is the man who, not long ago, published a saccha- 
rine theory of sex production, and made a little 
noise in the newspaper world. (See AMERICAN 
Drucaist for Jan. 25, 1898, p. 46.) _He had been 
director of the Embryological Institute for 
twenty-six years. 
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THE BOARD MEETS 


To Organize a Co-operative Buy- 
ing Company. 


Registered as Pharmacists. 

St. Louis, Jan. 20.—The State Board of 
Pharmacy met at Jefferson City on Jan- 
uary 8 and examined a number of candi- 
dates for registration, of which the follow- 
ing ten made the required grade and were 
granted certificates of registration: Rob- 
ert Young, Harrison county; O. W. Klee, 
A. W. Townley, F. Cremer and D. F. 
Bennett, St. Louis; F. R. Neill, of Co- 
lumbia; E. G. Roth, Highland, Ill.; G. T. 
Taumm, Sedalia; J. A. Lysaght, of St. 
Joseph; and William O. Baker, of Hunts- 
ville. 

St. Louis Druggists Organize. 

A little business organization has been 
formed among the local druggists which, 
although small, promises to bring forth 
fruitful results. Some fifteen prominent 
local druggists have decided and agreed 
to purchase their principal supplies to- 
gether. At present they have merely an 
understanding, consult each other and 
purchase accordingly. If this proves suc- 
cessful they will perfect the organization 
and conduct the purchasing business upon 
a more extensive plan. Dr. Enderle, C. 
C. May, Mr. Weipert, Mr. Nay and Ed. 
Burkhardt are the prime movers in the 
scheme. 

ST. LOUIS NEWS. 


Ed R. Drace has purchased the drug store at 
Thirty-second and Chestnut streets. 


Mr. Lippincott, president and founder of the 
well-known soda water supply company, died in 
this city on the night of Jan. 12. 


The Alumni Association of the St. Louis Col- 
lege of Pharmacy will give their annual ball at 
Liederkrantz Hall on the night of Feb. 1. 


Fire nearly destroyed the drug store of D. H. 
Byrne, at 300 North Grand avenue early in the 
month. The stock and fixtures were partially in- 
sured. 


E. L. Brown, manufacturer’s agent, and local 
representative of Roessle & Hasslacher, has _es- 
tablished himself with headquarters in the Va- 
noist Building of this city. 


George Donnellan, in charge of the M. K. & 
T. R. R. hospital drug store at Sedalia, has been 
spending a few days in this city, attending to 
business and taking a little recreation. 


E. A. Oliver, formerly chief clerk for Prof. 
J. M. Good, Olive street and Jefferson avenue, 
but now a medical student in this city, was mar- 
ried on_ Jan. 9 to a prominent young lady of the 
South Side. ° 


J. P. Wovell, well known in local drug circles, 
has associated himself with Dr. eorge 
Thompson, in the editing and publishing of a 
new medical journal, which they have named 
The Regular Medical Visitor. 


The annual banquet of the St. Louis Dru 
Clerks’ Society was held at the West End Hote 
on Thursday night, Jan. 11. There were about 
fifty members present, besides representatives of 
the local wholesale drug firms, and the profes- 
sors of the College of Pharmacy. 


STRAY NEWS NOTES. 


. H. Chapman, of Mears, Mich., has been 
burned out. 


Perry & Rudig, of North Manchester, Ind., 
have sold out to George Burdge. 


E. C. Anderson, at Bancroft, Iowa, has been 
succeeded by Sheridan, Walters & Anderson. 


Story & Abbott, of Manchester, Iowa, have 
dissolved partnership. The business will here- 
after be conducted by W. A. Abbott. 











Drummerdom. 


Contributions for this column are invited. 


For available articles 


dealing with the news of traveling salesmen payment will be made. 


Our Portrait Gallery. 








F. P. HINKSTON, 


New York State Representative of Lehn & Fink, 
New York. 

There is scarcely anything which fits a man 
more for the sale of goods to the drug trade 
than a long experience in the ranks, and when 
this hanpens to be united with native “hustle” 
and genial, captivating manners, the combination 
is irresistible. Fred P. Hinkston, of Rochester, 
y. Y., the subject of this sketch, who travels 
the u per part of the State for Lehn & Fink, of 
New York, possesses all these qualities. He was 
born in Leroy, N. Y., but his first experience as 
a drug clerk was had with O. B. Kinsey, of New- 
ark, N. J., where he served a four years’ appren- 
ticeship to the business. After his return to 
Rochester he took a special course in chemistry 
under Professor Lattimer at the University of 
Rochester. He opened a drug store in Batavia, 
and conducted it for several years under the firm 
name of F. Hinkston & Co., afterward con- 
necting himself with the firm of Kenyon, Potter 
& Co., wholesale druggists, Syracuse, represent- 
ing that firm in Central New York as traveling 
salesman with considerable success. After Ken- 
on, Potter & Co.’s retirement in 1890, Mr. 

inkston entered the druggist’s sundries busi- 
ness in a wholesale way, doing business with his 
own capital and under his own name. The life 
of a traveling man appears, however, to agree 
with him best, and in 1893 he got an engage- 
ment with Lehn & Fink, with whom he has re- 
mained ever since. Mr. Hinkston is a member 
of the New York State Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion, and is prominent in the Masonic fraternity. 
He is married, and has made his home in Roch. 
ester for the past fifteen years, where his wife 
and two children now vente. 


Dinner of “The Foragers.” 


The annual dinner of the organized toilet 
goods salesmen was held at the Brevoort House, . 
in New York city, on Jan. 13. Twenty-five cov- 
ers were laid, and there were no absentees. Pres- 
ident S. W. Lothrop occupied the post of honor, 
and grouped around him were representatives of 
the following firms: McKesson & Robbins, 
Schieffelin & Co., Colgate & Co., Lubin, 4711 
Cologne, Ladd & Coffin, George Evans & Sd 
Weiderer & Co., Caswell, Massey & Co., Hodge- 
man Rubber Company, Butler Hard Rubber Com- 
pany, the Celluloid Company, A. A. Smith, and 
Duval Rubber Company. A meeting of the club, 


which goes by the singularly appropriate name of 


The Foragers, was held after the banquet, when 
the annual election of officers took place, result- 
ing as follows: President, John W. Watkins; 
vice-president, Robert White; secretary and 
treasurer, Samuel J. Kramer. 


Eskay’s Food “Campaigners” Dine. 


The Smith Kline & French Company is endeav- 
oring to — to the front its Eskay’s Albumin- 
ized Food, and during the week of Dec. 22 this 
house had all the heads of its departments and 
some of its traveling men, numbering about 
thirty-five, in this city, discussing the future and 
laying en for pushing the work during this 
year. fhile the sales during 1899 were very 
heavy and showed an increase over the preceding 
year, it is the intention of the company to go 
deeper into the sale of this food, and it is said 
that it is to be on sale, not only in all parts of 
the United States, but throughout the whole 
world. 

On Dec. 27 a complimentary dinner was given 
by the Smith, Kline & French Company to the 
“campaigners” of Eskay’s Albumenized Food, at 
the Manufacturers’ Club, and the following was 
the menu which those present did ample justice 
to: 

Eskay’s Food. 
Caviar on Toast. 
Cherry Stones. 
Celery. Radishes. 
The Food that Nourishes from Infancy to Old 


ge. 
Sole a la Joinville. 
Sweetbreads a la Duxelle. 
Potatoes Surprise. 
Lamb Chops. Maison d’Or. 
Flageolets. 
Funch American. 
Roast Red-Head Duck. Celery Mayonaise. 
Roquefort. C foe Meringue. 
afe. 


After the menu the toasts were as follows: 
“Qualifications of the Ideal Detail Man,” by 
the veteran, Dr. J. A. Good. ‘‘News from the 
Metropolis,’’ What’s the News? Dr. L. D. S. 
Banker. “Our Yankee Hustler,” by One of the 
Craft, Fred H. Wildes. ‘*Can Chicago Be Re- 


lied Upon to Beat the Record in 1900,”’ Possi- 
bilities of the Great West, Dr. J. W. Van Win- 
kie. ‘“‘Some Experiences,’ by the Lamb of the 


Flock, J. Percy a “When May We 
Look for Dividends?” They are Bound to Come; 
Our Vice-President, Harry B. French. ‘‘The 
Chemist,” Why, by Analysis, Eskay’s Is Shown 
to Be Best, Charles H. Lawall. ‘‘The Doctor,” 
As Seen by One of Them, Dr. C. W. Simmons. 
“The Advertising Man,” How to Reach the Peo- 
ple “from Infantry to Old Age,” C. W. Havens. 
“The Druggist,”” How to Secure His Interest, by 
a Salesman; All join in the chorus. “Retrospect 
and Prospect,” Our General Manager, M. N. 

line; a long pull—a strong pull—a pull alto- 
gether. 

Among those present were Messrs. Kline, 
French, Roller, Wildes, Banker, Good, Simmons, 
Van Winkle, Remington, C. Kline, Baum, Ha- 
ven Whetecar, Lawall, Roberts, Neil Harris, E. 
T. Smith, D. Horn, Jr., C. S. ompson, Dun- 
leavy, Buchanan, Churchill, R. G. Smith, H. E. 
Smith, T. Drake, G. Miller, Chew, Beitler, Sel- 
lers, Coombs, Scherr, Kennedy and Bransome. 


Charles E. Lovett, formerly a member of the 
firm of Williams, Stiger & Co., and their succes- 
sors, H. W. Williams & Co., and later a drug 
broker, has been placed in charge of the New 
York office of the J. Elwood Lee Company, suc- 
ceeding wr. H. L. Mann, who will hereafter 
travel in the South. 


A. C. Randall, Lehn & Fink’s New England 
representative, paid a flying visit to his house last 
week, and is now back again securing the nimble 
and elusive order. 


Congratulations are pouring in on Joseph Ip- 
ser, one of Sharp & Dohme’s traveling men, who 
was recently married in the South, and is now 
off on his honeymoon. 
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Ladd & Coffin’s (Lundborg) salesmen have all 
been home for their annual conference, and dur- 
ing the past week returned to their respective 
fields of labor. Vernon Waldron went to the 
Pacific coast, B. T. Van Alen to the Chicago ter- 
ritory, A. T. Ballard to the Middle West, E. A. 
Coffin to the Middle West and South, T. J. Cof- 
fin to the Central East, Harrison W. James to 
New England, and J. Howard Wells to Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore and Washington. The home sales- 
men are relieved once more, and are settling 
down in their respective territories. he an- 
nual meeting of the salesmen of this house has 
been an event to look forward to for many years, 
so few changes have been made, and the “esprit 
de corps” has been marked. J. W. Watkins, the 
city representative, is now in his twenty-second 
year of service. 


H. J. Fernald, who has a_wide acquaintance 
among druggists in Western New York, through 
his ten years’ connection with C. B. Woodworth 
Sons’ Company, performers, Rochester, now rep- 
resents the Century Perfume Company of New 
York and Paris, in the same icon | formerly 
covered by him for C. B. Woodworth Sons’ Com- 
pany. 


Chauncey Depew Lance has graced the par- 
lors of the Drug Club with his urbane presence 
during the past fortnight. 


Fred H. Wilder, New England representative 
of Smith, Kline & French Company, will devote 
his attention to Gotham and the Gothamites for 
a month or so. 


E. Bensinger, representing Smith, Kline & 
French Company, of Philadelphia, has made a 
successful canvass of this section in his specialty 
of sponges. 


E. K. Sherman, formerly with Fraser Tablet 
Triturate Company, is now representing Bell & 
Co., chemists, New York. 


R. G. Callmeyer, with Warwick Freres, essen- 
tial oils, New York, after Feb. 1 will represent 
A. Chiris, New York, in the same line of goods. 
His route will be in the South and West. 

C. H. Chute, agent for 


BOSTON. 
the Florence Manufactur- 
ing Company, has been in Boston recently. 


Rudolph Wirth continues in the good graces of 
the trade, and does good work for E. Fougera & 
Co., New York. 


W. S. Heineman, the able salesman represent- 
ing Bauer & Black, of Chicago, found a demand 
for the goods of his firm during his recent trip 
to the Hub. 


W. H. McMillan has been doing able work, 
and his last trip was no exception. He repre- 
sents very creditably the sundries department of 
McKesson & Robbins, New York. 


P. R. Lance and M. O. Ward, the successful 
agents of W. R. Warner & Co., New York, have 
just completed their rounds in this section. 


L. P. Salazaar has been booming the goods of 
the Leroy’s Chemical Company, New York, with 


good results. 
BUFPALO. The all-round traveling 
drug salesman is with us 
in quantity again, none the worse for the dull- 
ness that follows the holiday season. He, or at 
least some of him, is just now fired with a new 
ambition, and that is to do business more or 
less with the aid of an automobile. If this plan 
works it will save an immense amount of back- 
wearying carrying of heavy grip about and ought 
to assist in covering towns that are not too far 
apart. One of the members of the fraternity 
said in Buffalo the other day that he was com- 
ing out in one about next year, but wanted to 
save the event as a surprise, so his name will 
have to be left out of this mention. 


E. W. Willsey, regular, visitor in the interest 
of the Albany Chemical Company, and amon 
the most favored of the members of the travel- 
ing fraternity, was in Buffalo lately. 


L. E. Treat, still under the sign of the red 
cross, sold a good lot of goods for Johnson & 
Johnson in Buffalo about the middle of the 
month, and went his way rejoicing. 


Harry »varrick, special representative of 
Pitteache Bros., essential oils, etc., is due in Buf- 
falo about the last week of January, with the 
usual good things for the trade. 


H. J. Fernald, lately with Woodworth & Son, 
Rochester, perfumers, comes to Buffalo this 
week as the representative of the Century Per- 
fume Company, of Paris and New York. 


C. R. Whitney, agent of Dr. Herrick’s Family 
Medicine Company, will be in Buffalo late this 
month on one of his occasional calls, which are 
welcome, if not as often as they might be. 
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ROCHESTER. Wayte A. Raymond, 

who represents Schieffelin 
& Co., and Alfred H. Smith, both of New York, 
was in town about the middle of this month, 
taking orders for the houses which he so ably 
represents. 


Mr. Hill was one of the first of the New 
Year’s visitors to this’ city. He represents the 
Upjohn Pill & Granule Company, and took a 
fine lot of orders. 


A. E. Allbright, representing the Theo. Rick- 
secker Company, of New York, called with sam- 
rg of Ricksecker’s perfumes and toilet goods. 
Mr. Allbright is well known and a very suc- 
cessful salesman. 


D. M. Wright called recently in the interest 
of Billings, Clapp & Co., taxing orders for chem- 
icals, pills, tablets, etc. 


Mr. Washbourne was in Rochester a few days 
ago, taking orders for W. J. Bush & Co., Lid, 
for essential oils, etc. He left us apparently 
quite satisfied with his success. 


J. A. Gray, the representative of the Bick- 
more Gall Cure Company, of Old Town, Me., has 
been taking orders for their medicines here this 
month. 

PHILADELPHIA. W. N. Collings, one of 

Hance Bros. & White’s 
most popular salesmen, is shortly to be_married 
to Miss Day, the daughter of A. Day. one 
of Philadelphia’s oldest and most respected 
pharmacists. Mr. Collings being a veteran of the 
Spanish-American War, and having faced the 
shot and shell of the enemy, is not afraid to 
tackle matrimony or anything else. 


Rumors are rife that our friend Clarence Ells- 
ton, of Hance Bros. & White, is another one of 
Cupid’s victims, but as he only smiles when the 
subject is broacned we will not say anything 
about it. 


Mr. Respess, of the Georgian Remedy Com- 
pany, has opened quarters at 49 _N. 13th street, 
and is actively working the retail trade. 


John G. Beck secretary and treasurer, and A. 
S. Emerson, general manager, of the United Min- 
ing and Manufacturing Company, of Baltimore, 
recently paid us a visit for the purpose of mar- 
keting their product—talc. 


E. C. Rich, of New York, has a new man on 
in this territory, and he looks as though he 
ought to be a winner. He is selling large quan- 
tities of Gibson’s fruit tablets. 


CHICAGO. Charles L. Gleeson, rep- 
resenting Parke, Davis & 
Co., was recently at the Sherman House. 


Charles Robbins, who calls on druggists and 
doctors in Chicago for Dolliber, Goodale & Co., 
has returned from the annual roundup at Boston 
with a contract for 1900. 


Dan B. Chandler, who sells 4711 goods, passed 
through Chicago not long ago on his way to Los 
Angeles. 


W. G. Taylor, Morrisson, Plummer & Co.’s 
representative in the far West, has just started 
out. 


ST. LOUIS Mr. Fred B. Perry, who 

for some time has been on 
the road for Powers & Weightman, has just been 
making his last trip through the country, and 
has left here for the New York office, where he 
expects to be located in future. 


Frank Henry, manager of the Williams Manu- 
facturing Company, has been sperfding a few 
days with the iobbers of this place, on his way to 
the Pacific coast, where he expects to make an 
extended stay. 


Charles B. English, representing Morton & 
Sons, of New York city, has been looking after 
business among the local trade for the past week 
or so. 


F. R. Scharlach, the popular Missouri represen- 
tative of the J. S. Merrell Drug Company, has 
been spending a few days at headquarters. 


cu. F. Allen, formerly with’ Reed & Carnrick 
and also with John Wyeth & Sons, has_been 
laced in charge of the local office for Parke, 
Davis & Co. 


R. L. McCormick, formerly with Judge & 
Dolph, Seventh and Locust streets, has gone on 
the road for Parke, Davis & Co., with headquar- 
ters at the local office. 


C. M. Edwards, the resident agent of Gilpin, 
Langdon & Co., has left on his regular trip to 
New 


York. 








Condition of Trade 
New York, Jan. 24, 1900. 
HE new year opens with a satisfac- 
tory volume of business in all de- 
partments and the tone of the mar- 
ket is firm, prices on all staple articles 
being well maintained. In the revisions 
customary at this season several advances 
have been made, and certain staple prod- 
ucts have undergone a great appreciation, 
notably carbolic acid and the synthetic 
products which are built up from it. The 
advance in the price of carbolic acid did 
not come as a surprise to anyone in the 
trade since references to the constantly 
increasing use of the higher explosives 
produced from picric acid, of which car- 
bolic acid is the source, have been made 
on different occasions in these reports. As 
practically all of the carbolic acid used 
in this country is imported from England 
and the English Government has prohib- 
ited shipments, requiring almost the en- 
tire production for its own use, the effect 
of such a stoppage has been to nearly 
double values and only limited quantities 
are now offering at the advanced range. 
Owing to the higher cost of acetate of 
lime and bleaching powder the price of 
chloroform has advanced and we quote 
a new range of values. Although it is 
anticipated that the higher prices now 
prevailing on various lines will tend to 
interfere somewhat with the volume of 
business done by jobbers, the outlook for 
a good season’s trade is very promising. 
The principal fluctuations of the fortnight 
are tabulated below: 


HIGHER. 
Acid, carbolic. 
Acid, salicylic. 
Bleaching powder. 
Acetate of lime. 


Lower. 
Balsam_ copaiba. 
Dicitalis leaves. 
Henbane leaves. 
Senna leaves, Tinne- 


Chloroform. velly. 

rgot. Menthol. 
Damiana leaves. Oil anise. 
Nutgalls. Oil cassia. 
Oil wintergreen, syn- Ipecac root. 

thetic. Sarsaparilla, Mexican. 
Salicine. Mustard seed. 
Quinine. Poppy seed. 


urpentine. Potassium iodide. 


Linseed oil. 
Morphine. 
Arnica flowers. 


DRUGS, 
Aloin is quoted with increased firm- 
ness at 45c. to 50c., the outside figure be- 
ing insisted upon for U. S. P. quality. 


Arnica flowers are held with increased 
firmness, and recent sales of round lots 


The Drug «« Chemical Market. 


Review of the Wholesale Drug Trade. | 


It should be understood that the prices quoted in this report 
are strictly those current in the wholesale market, and that higher 
prices are paid for retail lots. The quality of goods frequently 
necessitates a wide range of prices. 








have been at toc. to tic., and I2c. is 
quoted in some quarters for lots to arrive. 


Acetanilid continues in good consump- 
tive demand and recent sales of single 
barrels were at 20c. 


Benzoic acid continues to sell in a mod- 
erate jobbing way at I2c. for English and 
46c. to 47c. for German, at which range 
values are well sustained. 


Carbolic acid has undergone a material 
advance owing to the stoppage of ship- 
ments to this country from sources of 
supply by the British Government, who 
are reported to require all the available 
output for the manufacture of picric acid, 
which is the basic constituent of lyddite. 
Holders are offering with extreme re- 
serve at 33c. to 35c. for crystals in bulk, 
while bottles are held at 4oc. to 45c. Read- 
ers of the AMERICAN Druaaist were ad- 
vised of a probable early appreciation in 
values of this article in our issue of No- 
vember 25, 1899, and in later issues. 


Cassia buds are meeting with less in- 
quiry, but values are well sustained at the 


range of 25\Mc. to 26c. 


Chloroform has been advanced by man- 
ufacturers 5c. per pound, and contracts 
are making at 45c., containers extra, with 
protection against decline in price. 


Cinchonidine has not varied in the in- 
terval, the bulk of the sales during the 
fortnight being at 26c. to 28c., and hold- 
ers continue firm in their views at this 
range. 


Cod liver oil, Norwegian, continues 
very firm in price, and recent sales have 
been at our quotations. 


Cocaine is maintained, in firm position 
by manufacturers at the range of $6.00 to 
$6.20 for bulk. The available supply is 
light and the tendency is upward. 


Colocynth apples are under better con- 
trol, and offerings are less free with 38c. 
to 4oc. quoted firmly for spot supplies of 
~~ Trieste, and I6c. to 17c. for Span- 
ish. 


Cuttlefish bone continues held and sell- 
ing firmly at the inside figure of 20c. for 
Trieste. The available supply is small 
and somewhat closely concentrated. 


Damiana leaves are held with increased 
confidence, holders now demanding 9c. 
to 10c. 


Digitalis leaves are in better supply 
and easier with 11c. to 13c. quoted. 


Ergot continues in active inquiry and 
holders are firm in their views with re- 
cent large sales of German at 60c., though 
the range as now quoted by _ holders 
shows an advance of 65c. to 7oc. 
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Formaldehyde continues in active de- 
mand and the production being equal, 
prices are maintained at a low range, a 
condition which is as much due to the 
active competition, which at present pre- 
vails among manufacturers. While no 
transactions of any great importance have 
come to the surface since our last, the 
demand has continued steady, and 16%4c. 
to 17c. is paid for carboys. 

Gallic acid reflects the strong position 
of nutgalls, and manufacturers are firm 
in their views at 65c. to 7oc., with only 
small lots offering. 


Henbane leaves are offered more freely ° 


at a fractional decline, or, say, 15c. to 18c. 


Iodine values are unsettled, one maker 
now quoting $2.85 to $2.90 as to quanti- 
ty, and the cut - affected several of the 
iodine preparations. lIodoform is now 
obtainable in some quarters down to $2.95 
to $3.00, though the regular quotation re- 
mains as before, $3.00 to $3.05. 


Opium has not changed in the interval, 
and quotations are steady on the basis of 
$3.17% for single case lots; broken pack- 
ages, $3.20, and powdered “:.05 to $4.35. 


Potassium iodide is weak and irregular 
with the market unsettled owing to active 
competition among holders. It is re- 
ported that sales have been made in some 
quarters down to $2.05. 


Quinine was advanced 3c. shortly after 
the publication of our last, and domestic 
manufacturers now quote 32c. to 35c. for 
bulk as to quantity; German held at 32c., 
which is the outside figure for bulk. The 
supplies in second hands are held at the 
same range. 


Salicin is in limited supply, and holders 
offer with more reserve at a slight ad- 
vance, $3.75 being now named. 

Terpin hydrate is in exceedingly limit- 
ed supply, and prices have advanced to 
50c. to 55c. 

DYESTUFFS. 

Aniline oil is meeting with about the 
usual attention, and quotations are sta- 
tionary at 9%4c. to 9%c 


Cutch is passing out into channels of 
consumption and recent sales have been 
at 5c. to 6c., and 6c. to 10c. for refined in 
cases. 


Divi Divi is held and selling fairly at 
$45. to $55 per ton, as to quantity and 
quality. 


_ Indigo meets with only moderate atten- 
tion; Madras held at 20c. to 25c. and Ben- 
gal at 65c. to $1.00, as to quality. 


Nutgalls continues scarce and values 
have advanced to 22c. for blue Aleppo. 


Sumac, Sicily, is without change of 
consequence since our last. Supplies 
continue somewhat restricted and sales 
are making at previous quotations. 

CHEMICALS, 

Ammonia carbonate is in somewhat re- 
stricted supply and quotations are firm at 
8c. to 834c. as to quantity. 


Acetate lime continues in good demand, 
both for export and home consumption, 
and values are firmly maintained at the 
recent advance to $1.10 to $1.15 for brown 
and $1.50 to $1.55 for gray. 

Alum is meeting with about the usual 
jobbing inquiry and manufacturers’ prices 
are well maintained at $1.75 to $1.85 for 





lump, $1.85 to $1.95 for ground and $3.00 
to $4.00 for powdered. 


Cream tartar has sold well during the 
interval and values are maintained fairly 
at manufacturers’ prices—224c. to 22%4c. 
for powdered. 


Citric acid has been in liberal demand 
during the fortnight and values are fairly 
maintained at manufacturer’s quotations, 
or say, 35c. to 35'%4c., as to quantity. 


Brimstone is without new features of 
interest; best seconds quoted $21.72 to 
$22. 


Hyposulphite soda is passing out act- 
ively into channels of consumption, with 
stocks offering sparingly at 2c. to 2%4c., as 
to quantity. 

Nitrate soda is meeting with a fair in- 
quiry and the market has a firm under- 
tone at $1.85 to $1.87 for spot, and $1.75 
to $1.80 to arrive. 


Sal ammoniac has sold well in the in- 
terval but sales have been mostly of a 
jobbing character and no large sales for 
speculative account have come to the sur- 
face; grain quoted 634c. to 7c. and lump 
g¥ac. to 934c. 

Stearic acid is in limited supply and the 
small available stock is held with con- 
siderable firmness at I0oc. to I2c., as to 
quality and quantity. 

Tartaric acid continues to offer at 32c. 
to 32!%c. for crystals, and 32%c. to 33/c. 
for powdered, but the demand does not 
rise above jobbing proportions. 

ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Anise has further declined and the new 
price concession has not materially af- 
fected business, which remains dull. The 
range of the market is $1.45 to $1.50, as 
to quality and quantity. 

Cajuput continues to offer at 52%c. to 


714c. with a good movement reported. 


57 2¢. 

Citronella is weaker, the price having 
receded to 23%4c. to 24c. and 24M%4c. to 25¢. 
for drums and cans respectively. 


Wintergreen, synthetic, is higher, ow- 
ing to slight scarcity and increased cost 
of basic material. ‘Manufacturers have 
advanced their selling price to 60c., 
though sales are making in some quar- 
ters at the range of 55c. to 60c. 

GUMS, 


Arabic is without change of conse- 
quence in any direction and values are as 
previously quoted, or say, 53c. to 56c. for 
first picked and 16%c. to 17c. for sorts. 


Asafetida is in somewhat restricted sup- 
ply, and recent jobbing sales were at 16c. 
to 25c., as to quality and quantity. 


Benzoin is held and selling fairly at 28c. 
to $1.00, as to quality. 


Camphor continues to harden in value 
and the latest cables report an advance 
of 5 per cent. in values for crude. The 
market is firmer in tone, and all sales are 
at manufacturers’ prices, or say, 5Ic. to 
51%c. for bbls. and cases. Japanese in 
ounces held at 54c. to 55¢c. 


Gamboge is reported firmer at primary 
sources, but this market is as yet unaf- 
fected, recent sales having been at 4oc. 
ila 4ovse. for pipe, and 35c. to 37%c. for 

ock 


Sveiemaits is moving out fairly into 
channels of consumption, with sales at the 
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range of 60c. to 7oc. for first Aleppo and 
75c. to 85c. for Turkey. 
ROOTS. 

Culvers is lower, supplies being now 
offered at I0c. to 12c., the decline in value 
following increased supplies from primary 
sources. 


Golden Seal values continue firm, and 
holders refuse to shade 62c., with some 
sales at 63%4c. 


Ipecac has been without action of spe- 
cial consequence; supplies are offered 
more freely at the range of $3.40 to $3.50 
for whole and $3.50 to $3.65 for pow- 
dered Rio. 


Jalap is firmly maintained at I3c. to 
14c. for whole and 16c. to 17c. for pow- 
dered; the latter marking is slight ad- 
vance over previous quotations. 


Sarsaparilla, Mexican, is weaker, the 
price having receded to 8%c during the 
interval. 


Valerian offers more freely, but prices 
are well sustained at 9%c. to Ioc. Stocks 
abroad are reported exceedingly limited 
and higher prices anticipated. 

SEEDS, 

About the usual number of price 
changes are to be noted in the general 
line of aromatic seeds. Anise is less 
actively inquired for and prices show a 
lower range, Italian being quoted at 8c. 
to 8'%4c. and Levant 6%c. to 7c. Canary 
is dull, and round lots offer at 234c. to 3c. 
for Smyrna and 3c. to 3%c. for Sicily. 
Coriander is quiet and offered more 
freely at 3%c. to 3%c. Mustard, Cali- 
fornia ‘brown, is held at 4%c. to 4%c. 
Poppy is in better supply, owing to bet- 
ter recent importations, and the market 
is easier at 534c. to 6c. 


Revenue Collectors to Convene. 


The general convention of revenue col- 
lectors will be held at Washington with- 
in a month. Changes in the revenue law, 
which they accept as advisable, will be 
submitted to Congress later, and it is thus 
hoped to get relief for many who are 
now unjustly discriminated against. 


Crown Perfumery Co. Reorgan- 
. ized. 

The Crown Perfumery Co., of New 
York, has been incorporated with a cap- 
ital stock of $6,000, and the following 
stockholders: G. F. Batcheller, H. D. 
Miller and E. W. Russell. The new cor- 
poration will take over the American bus- 
iness of the, Crown Perfumery Company 
of London, of which William Sparks 
Thomson was the principal owner. Mr. 
Thomson has abandoned his entire con- 
nection with the company, save to the ex- 
tent of a royalty return on the profits 
made by the new corporation. Mr. Thom- 
son commenced the manufacture of the 
now well-known Crown Perfumery lines 
in 1879, in London, where he was previ- 
ously engaged in the manufacture of la- 
dies’ corsets and corset materials. For the 
American market, the perfumes were 
shipped in bulk to New Haven, Conn., 
where he maintained a factory under the 
active management of Henry W. Red- 
ding, since 1889. The American branch of 
the business has been pushed under the 
management of men well known to the 
perfumery trade of the country, among 























AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 61 


others by Richard Young, F. W. Wardle 
and W. A. Hockemeyer, but the manu- 
facturing departmenthas always remained 
under the control of Mr. Redding. The 
new corporation have been deprived of 
the services of Mr. Redding, who re- 
signed his connection with the business 
last week. 


A Reliable Vaginal Douche. 


A vast majority of the ills which fe- 
male flesh suffers arise from some va- 
ginal trouble, and nearly all vaginal 
troubles are largely due to the presence 
of discharges and secretions in the va- 
gina. By removing these much trouble 
may be prevented and the Marvel Whirl- 
ing Spray Syringe does this to perfec- 
tion. The principles upon which this 
syringe is constructed are sound, and a 
careful study of its action will convince 
the most skeptical of its excellence. For 
full particulars concerning this instru- 
ment our readers should write to the 
Marvel Syringe Company, Room D, 
Times Building, New York. 


| Hints To Buyers. 





T. C. Wheaton & Co., Millville, N. J., 
have decided to cut off the jobbers’ profit 
and give it to the small buyer. This 
firm is catering to the retailer, and their 
business is making a marvelous growth. 


The druggist who realizes what value 
there is a big sale of sterilizers will not 
hesitate to write to Wilmot Castle & Co., 
28 Elm street, Rochester, N. Y., for their 
latest prices, incidentally mentioning this 
paper. Handsome show cards that will 
help in raking an attractive display are 
furnished and the value of sterilizers in 
homes where babies are a prominent fea- 
ture need not be long dwelt upon, and is 
being more generally recognized by 
mothers every year. 


The Mount Washington Box, manufac- 
tured by the Mount Washington Box 
Company, Boston, Mass., possesses many 
advantages. It is handsome, impervious 
to grease and oils; it is light and strong 
and has a perfect-fitting cover; it is of- 
fered in sizes ranging from quarter 
ounces to sixteen ounces, and in walnut 
and silver poplar. In ordering of your 
jobber be sure to specify “Mount Wash- 
ington.” 

There is sound judgment in the advice 
of Gilpin, Langdon & Co., Baltimore, 
Md., that retail druggists who keep phar- 
macies should make their own prepara- 
tions, instead of taking things easy and 
diluting fluid extracts and calling them 
tinctures. With department stores cut- 
ting into the sale of patent medicines, the 
plan of pharmacists having a small and 
at the same time profitable manufactur- 
ing establishment of their own, seems a 
very sensible one. In sending for price 
list and formulary to Gilpin, Langdon & 
Co., it will be advisable to mention that 
you saw the firm’s advertisement in this 
journal, 


What may be built up into a profitable 
department of any druggist’s business is 
dwelt upon in the advertisement of Chr. 
Hansen’s Laboratory, Box 1100, Little 
Falls, N. Y. Hansen’s Pure Food Col- 


ors and Pure Food Flavors are goods 
that are unexcelled, and there is no rea- 
son why pure food articles should not be 
pushed by pharmacists. Chr. Hansen’s 
Junket Tablets are finding a ready sale 
as well. 


Protection for the fingers is not only 
a convenience for physicians, surgeons, 
pharmacists, undertakers, photographers, 
and all who have to deal with drugs, 
chemicals and disease, but it is an abso- 
lute necessity. Those pharmacists who 
are duly impressed with this fact should 
find no difficulty whatever in making big 
sales of Dr. Lake’s thin Antiseptic Rub- 
ber Finger Cots. These are not at all 
clumsy, as are glove fingers, or any such 
device. Write the Huron Rubber Com- 
pany, Cleveland, O., for free sample. 


Few mineral waters are better known 
and more generally recognized for their 
undoubted merit than Hunyadi-Janos. It 
is the only natural aperient water im- 
ported to this country, from the “Hun- 
yadi Springs” of Hungary, and is a 
household remedy. For prices and terms 
apply, invariably mentioning the AMER- 
ICAN Druaaist, to Andreas Saxlehner, 
130 Fulton street, New York, which of- 
fice is a branch of the firm of Andreas 
Saxlehner, Buda-Pesth, Hungary, sole 
proprietor of the Hunyadi Springs. 


Micajah: & Co., Warren, Pa., are ad- 
vertising their wafers very extensively and 
druggists who do not carry them in 
stock will surely miss sales. Write them 
for free advertising matter, mentioning the 
AMERICAN DRUuGGIST. 


The old-fashioned horehound cough 
drops made by the J. B. Baird Cough 
Drop Company belong to a class of rem- 
edies which sell themselves. This con- 
cern will send to any responsible retailer 
100 pounds of the drops with 400 stamped 
bags and bill at $12.00, 30 days’ time, 
or longer if necessary. The druggists to 
return any unsold balance. For partic- 
ulars as to what others have done in this 
line write the J. B. Baird Cough Drop 
Co., Louisville, Ky. 

The genuine listerine—and there is 
only one listerine—is one of the most 
popular and best selling articles in the 
drug store. Its popularity has been 
created primarily by its merit and sec- 
ondarily by the intelligence and liberality 
shown by the Lambert Pharmacal Com- 
pany, in their methods of introducing it. 
When druggists are called on for lister- 
ine, they owe it to themselves and to their 
customers to dispense the genuine article, 
which is made by the Lambert Pharmacal 
Company, St. Louis, Mo., who will fur- 
nish advertising matter upon application. 


Rough-on-Rats is one of the readi- 
est sellers in the hands of the drug trade 
and the manufacturer, E. S. Wells, of Jer- 
sey City, N. J., has a full line of ‘““Rough- 
On” preparations which he is pushing the 
sale of through liberal advertising. Drug- 
gists should write him for supplies of ad- 
vertising matter which will be furnished 
free of charge. 


The Hamlin Wizard Oil Co. have a 
most liberal proposition to make to the 
drug tirade. Write them at Chicago, IIl., 
for particulars. It will pay you to do so. 


The Tilden Co., New Lebanon, N. Y., 
have just issued a very attractive price 
list, a copy of which should be in the 
hands of every one of our readers. If you 
have not yet seen this list, write for it at 


once to the Tilden Co. It contains some 


valuable suggestions. 


The special introductory offer of Fries 
Bros., 92 Reade street, New York city, 
which is printed in full in another col- 
umn, certainly deserves careful attention. 
Write them for details and for their list 
of specialties, mentioning the AMERICAN 
DrvuGGIsT, 


Nosophene and endoxine are con- 
stantly growing in popularity. Druggists 
who wish to obtain data concerning these 
remedies should address Stallman & Ful- 
ton, New York city. 


The New York Pharmacal Association, 
who are the originators of lactopeptine 
have a special proposition to make to the 
retail drug trade which they should like 
to lay before every one of our readers. 
Write them at Yonkers, for particulars, 
mentioning this journal. 


Murine is proving a very rapid seller. 
For details concerning it and free adver- 
tising matter write the Murine Co., 1023 
Masonic Temple, Chicago, mentioning 
this journal. 


We invite the attention of our readers 
to the seidlitz powder manufactured by 
Charles R. Doane, 20 Meserole street, 
Brooklyn, an advertisement of which will 
be found in another column. This con- 
cern enjoys a well-earned reputation for 
the purity of their goods and the accu- 
racy of the weight of each powder. Their 
price list will be sent on application. 


The advertisement of Finberg’s Men- 
thol Inhaler, manufactured by Joseph 
Finberg & Co., Attleboro, Mass., will be 
found on another page. This article has 
proved to be not only an excellent seller, 
but a very profitable item to the druggist. 
At this season of the year it is something 
which every druggist should display on 
his counter and devote a little energy to 
pushing. Other specialties manufactured 
by the house will be found enumerated in 
the advertisement. 


One of the finest extracts of witch hazel 
offered to the trade is that manufactured 
by Johnson & Co., of Norwich, Conn. It 
is a perfect water white, warranted not to 
change in color or deteriorate either in 
characteristic odor or effect. It is put up 
in five-gallon kegs at $4.50 and ten-gal- 
lons at $7.50, freight prepaid to any part 
of the United States—to be bought direct 
or through jobber. Every package bears 
the signature of the firm. 


Samples of American bottle caps will 
be sent on application to Sayford Paper 
Specialty Company, Camden, N.._ J.. 
There are articles which every pharmacist 
should use in his prescription depart- 
ment, and Sayford’s are fully equal to the 
imported and considerably cheaper. 


Send in specimens of your advertising 
for criticism. If the advertising be poor 
criticism will help you; if god, it will 
help others. 
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Spite of the fact that the Centaur Com- 
pany itself pays the war tax there is no 
advance in the price of Castoria, for which 
the demand is continually kept up by 
clever newspaper and magazine advertis- 
ing. The result is that druggists have 
little difficulty in disposing of big sup- 
plies. It pays to handle reliable goods, 
and this is “the kind you have always 
handled.” When ordering from your job- 
ber or direct, please mention that the 
AMERICAN DRUGGIST was the medium 
that helped along your order. 


Those druggists who have not yet real- 
ized the full value of tropon as a nourish- 
ment should not fail to communicate with 
A. Dinklage, the agent in the United 
States for the pure albumen. Mr. Dink- 
lage’s address is No. 49 Broadway, New 
York city, and literature, fully explanatory 
of the merits of the article, will be sent 
upon request. The AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
should be mentioned when writing. 

Nothing needed in an up-to-date phar- 
macy is missing from the stock of Eimer 
& Amend, the wholesale druggists of 
Nos. 205 to 211 Third avenue, New York. 
Drugs, chemicals, chemical and physical 
apparatus, scales, weights, horn goods 
and filter paper is in full supply, as well 
as a perfect line of goods used in the 
pharmaceutical laboratory. In taking ad- 
vantage of the immense facilities of this 
long-established house it would be well 
to mention that you saw their advertise- 
ment in this journal. 

When paying a visit to New York 
those out-of-town pharmacists who have 
a fine toilet trade to cater to or who wish 
to build up such a trade should not dream 
of returning home before they make a 
call on George E. Evans, of No. 3 East 
Fourteenth street. Mr. Evans is sole 
agent in the United States for the So- 
ciete Hygienique, Paris, soap and per- 
fumes; the Cosmy dor Soap Company, 
Paris; J. C. Wiggeshoff, Paris, theatrica 
make-up _ requisites; L. Dehamme 
Hermes, France, tooth and nail brushes 
P. Masse, Cauvigny, France, nail and in 
fant brushes; Hindes, Ltd., London, 
hair brushes and toilet requisites; and W. 
R. Tillury & Co., London, nail and tooth 
brushes. These houses stand well to the 
fore in the merit of their goods and they 
are sold at figures that admit of a profit. 
Mention the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 

So well advertised are the new tablets 
of the Antikamnia Chemical Company, of 
St. Louis, that druggists have no call to 
exercise their own ingenuity or persua- 
sive arguments to dispose of them. Es- 
pecially attractive are the new Antikam- 
nia Laxative Tablets and the Antikamnia 
and Quinine Laxative Tablets. The lat- 
ter are tonic, laxative, analgesic and anti- 
pyretic, and are especially valuable at this 
season of the year. They come in ounce 
packages. 

There are few things necessary for the 
soda counter that can = be supplied to 
the druggist by D. L. Bates & Bro., of 
Dayton, O., at the lowest rates and to the 
best advantage. To enumerate all the 
novelties manufactured by the house 
might occupy too much space, but it may 
be well to state their “Star” ice shaver, 
hand ice shaver, and their numerous milk 
and other shakers. Formulas for making 
many novelties in the fancy soda line are 
to be found in the neat little catalogue 
issued by the firm, which will be sent on 
application to those who mention that 
they saw the advertisement in the AMER- 
IcAN DRUuGGIST. 


Rauschenberg’s Formaldehyde 
Deodorizer. 


Among the additions to the 1900 cata- 
logue and price list of Whitall, Tatum & 
Co., manufacturers of druggists’, chem- 
ists’ and perfumers’ glassware and drug- 
gists’ sundries, we notice on page 116, 
Rauschenberg’s Formaldehyde Deodor- 
izer. This apparatus, which was de- 
scribed in the AMERICAN Druccist for 
Aug. 25, 1899, on page 1071, is the inven- 
tion of Sidney Rauschenberg, the apothe- 
cary of the New York Hospital. The ap- 
paratus is really a most efficient, cheap 
and convenient form of formaldehyde 
generator. The body of the apparatus 
consists of a brass vessel of the general 
shape of an alcohol lamp, with a project- 
ing handle of wood. It is fitted with a 
wick-holder and screw and a cotton wick 
of the usual pattern. The screw is so ad- 
justed as to prevent the wick from being 
turned down into the lamp or raised too 
high. An “asbestos converter,” consist- 
ing of a wide strip of woven asbestos fit- 
ted with a metal insertion, is made to 


Rauschenberg’s Formaldehyde Deodorizer. 


slip over the wick holder. The lamp, be- 
ing three-quarters filled with wood alco- 
hol, the cotton wick is turned up until it 
comes in contact with the asbestos. 
Enough of the alcohol is soon absorbed 
by the asbestos to make it ready for light- 
ing. A flame from a match or taper is ap- 
plied at the base of the asbestos converter 
and the alcohol allowed to burn until the 
converter becomes red hot in spots, when 
the flame is blown out, and a tin chimney, 
which forms part of the apparatus, is 
placed in position over the converter with 
the mica covered opening toward the flat 
side of the wick. The combustion of the 
wood alcohol, or rather its oxidation, to 
formic aldehyde, proceeds so long as the 
cotton wick is kept turned up or any 
wood alcohol remains in the lamp, and 
the gas may be recognized by its pungent 
odor. The apparatus, which is listed at 
$1.50 each, less the usual discount, should 
have a large sale in drug stores. Besides 
its various uses as a destroyer of the 
odors of putrescent animal and vegetable 
matter, the gas generated by Rauschen- 
berg’s Formaldehvde Deodorizer is one 
of the best of moth destroyers. The ap- 
paratus can be started to work, placed in 
a clothes closet and left there for thirty 
minutes or less, when the moth larva and 
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eggs will be destroyed; for ordinary 
household disinfecting purposes it has ev- 
erything to recommend it, being cheap, 
convenient and cleanly of operation. For 
botanists’ use in the destruction of insect 
life in herbaria it should easily displace 
fumigation by carbon disulphide and sul- 
phurous acid gas. 


A Big Year for Fig Syrup. 


In a letter received about the first of 
the year the California Fig Syrup Com- 
pany say: 

“We are pleased to be able to state that 
our sales have largely increased, during 
the present year, exceeding those of last 
year by 25 per cent., or nearly one quar- 
ter of a million dollars more than last 
year. We have advertised much more ex- 
tensively this year, however, and have 
had the war tax of about $50,000 to stand, 
consequently our profits have not been 
larger than they were during the previous 
year, which was one of the most profit- 
able years we have ever experienced. 

“We are now making new contracts 
and propose to advertise very thoroughly 
during the coming year, and believe there 
will be a largely increased demand, as a 
result of our extensive advertising, and 
the satisfaction which our remedy is giv- 
ing, and the friendly interest taken in it 
by druggists generally, and we would be 
pleased to have you make mention of 
these facts, and also the fact that our 
sales are increasing rapidly and business 
being extended to all quarters of the 
globe; our exports to Great Britain 
alone last year amounting to about $100,- 


.00. 

“All of the many suits which we have 
brought, during the present year, against 
non-secret concerns, department stores 
and the like, have been decided in our 
favor, as you have noted from time to 
time, as the decisions were made.” 


The New Era Carbonator. 


At this season of the year, when ways 
afid means of successfully handling the 
soda fountain business are under consid- 
eration, druggists will naturally be much 
interested in the advertisement of the 
New Era Carbonator Company, of 129 
Portland street, Boston, which appears 
for the first time in the AMERICAN Druc- 
cist. ‘This carbonator has been on the 
market for several years and consequent- 
ly has been thoroughly tested in every 
possible way. It is a practical machine, 
easily manipulated, economical in opera- 
tion and most satisfactory in results. The 
saving by its use is so considerable and 
its first cost so small in comparison that 
many druggists are likely to avail them- 
selves of its advantages. 


Free Sample of Emulsol. 


Why druggists should not make their 
own emulsions and save the profit of the 
manufacturer is a question that need no 
longer worry the pharmacist. It is 
answered in the affirmative by the Bristol, 
Myers Company, of New York, whose 
laboratories are at 277-279 Greene avenue, 
Brooklyn. Those druggists who are at all 
skeptical as to their ability and probable 
success in this line should mention the 
AMERICAN DrucGoGist when sending to 
the firm for a sample pint of Emulsol, 
which will be sent to them free of charge 
on request. 

















